Carpenter 5-12-17

-----Original Message----From: Donna Carpenter
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 7:47 AM
To: Bambi Avery
Subject: Solar panels
I believe the town has opened up a huge bag of worms where solar panels are
concerned. They are absolutely ugly and take up an enormous amount of acreage to
be productive. Where is all the wildlife going to go? What happens when the solar
panels no longer work? Are we left with fields of garbage.
We were approached to have solar panels put on our property and the answer is
absolutely not. We have deer, eagles and several variety of ducks on our pond.
Where will they all go?
As I sit looking out my window and watching the deer graze I cannot imagine solar
panels there. We need to put a stop to this before all of Dryden is so ugly no
one will want to come here. No fracking, No Solar Panels. There has got to be
better projects for our community.
Donna Carpenter
Sent from my iPad

May 11, 2017
To: Dryden Town Board Members
Cc: Tompkins County IDA Board Members, Dryden Planning Board Members
Subject: SEQR related to Dryden Solar Installation
As you all know, from the NYS DEC website, “New York's State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR)
requires all state and local government agencies to consider environmental impacts equally with social
and economic factors during discretionary decision-making.” I have seen some of the SEQR forms at
various stage of completion, but I have not seen anything that addresses the social and economic
impacts of the proposed solar projects. If these studies exist, please point me to where I can find the
information. If they do not exist, I truly hope that you require the assessments to be professionally
completed by a disinterested outside party.
I would assume the SOCIAL impact study would fully address the issues of 1) dividing our community as
evidenced by the proceedings at numerous public meetings; 2) the emotional impact on those with
loved ones in Willow Glen Cemetery or those that own plots; 3) the irrevocable damage that will be
done to Dryden’s number one resource, its scenic beauty. Although, these two installations will not
totally destroy the landscape, they will lay the ground work for a flood of such installations that certainly
will destroy our beautiful town.
The ECONOMIC impacts should be much easier to quantify. A couple of the items that the study should
fully address are:
1. The loss of property values for those close to the installations. The statement in Q & A handout
from one of the public meetings (4/26 ?) stated that “there was little evidence that groundmounted solar arrays impacted property values.” Possible conclusions that could be drawn
from such a statement are 1) there is some evidence that they do impact properties values, and
2) that the concern has not yet been properly investigated.
2. The loss of future construction of residences in the areas near the installations. Not only
depriving the landowners of future development potential but also negatively impacting the
local construction trades and supporting materials suppliers.
3. The loss of the land for future housing development and/or business/industrial applications. All
of which could potentially have a much greater positive effect on our tax base and job market.
4. The impact to the desirability of plots within Willow Glen and the dollars those plots will be able
to command. If the impact is large enough, perpetual care could at some point become an
issue; at which time the town would become responsible for maintenance by law.
5. The ultimate cost of impact to electric rates to all residents within the NYSEG grid array to which
these installations will be connected. The verbal statement by the Sun8 representative that
those subscribing to the service could expect to save 10% on the applicable portion of their
electric bill is fine, but certainly is not contractual and no guarantee in terms of assuring a
financial benefit to anyone in Dryden.

6. Although these two installations will not in and of themselves have a great impact, what needs
to be considered is the potential impact to energy costs if Tompkins County comes anyplace
close to achieving their goal of 4,720 acres of solar installations. As you know Solar only
generates during daytime hours and is greatly affected by time of year, clouds, fog, rain, snow,
and dirt. Also, there are no storage provisions for the electricity that will be generated. If the
amount of electricity generated by solar for the grid becomes significant, the efficiency at which
Milliken Station will be able to generate electricity will be severely impacted. (I hope the IDA is
considering potential job losses at Milliken as well.) One could postulate that due to the highly
fluctuating nature at which solar generates electricity, Milliken will either have to overproduce
(ultimately higher cost to the consumer and little to no reduction in emissions) or the
community should expect the eventuality of brown or black outs. There may be ways to
effectively mitigate these concerns, but they need to be fully assessed by professional noninterested parties in order to proceed.
Even in situations where Milliken does not have to overproduce, one could expect that certain
economies of scale will be lost, also ultimately increasing the cost of electricity to all within the
grid area.
Will additional tax breaks be required in the future to keep our non-solar generating capabilities
viable?
7. When I raised the following concern (proposed installations exceeding NYSEG’s 17 MW 85%
allocation level) at one of the public hearings, I was told by the Sun8 representative, in so many
words, that I was wrong. I never received an explanation as to why I was mistaken. I encourage
the board to fully evaluate the following in their decision process and to how it might impact the
economics of the proposed arrays for the town residents and taxpayers.
“The March 2017 PSC order on the net metering transition plan eliminated the previous aggregate cap
based on a peak load calculation. The PSC instead provided that all the projects interconnected after
March 9, 2017 should not impact more than 2% of each utility’s incremental net annual revenue. The
provision is put in place to limit the impact of VDER tariff on non-participants.
As a way of monitoring the impacts of the DERs the PSC requires the utilities to report when they hit
85% of the recommended capacity size allocations for each of the utilities. This will provide the PSC time
to determine the subsequent action if necessary.
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8. Also a full economic assessment should consider the federal and state tax dollars that are being
used; a portion of those dollars are Dryden taxpayer dollars.
I strongly encourage the Board to assure that a full SEQR, including evaluation of all social and economic
impacts, is properly performed.
Sincerely,
Pat Fitzgibbons 315-405-1010 (Dryden taxpayer)
637 Wilson Creek Road
Newark valley, NY 13811

Fitzgibbons 5-12-17
From: pat fitzgibbons
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 8:11 AM
To: Bambi Avery;
Subject: Please also provide the following to your respective board members. Thanks, Pat.

To:
Dryden Town and Planning Boards
12, 2017
CC:

May

Tompkins County IDA

Subject: Net Metering
The amount of solar energy a utility must accept being fed into the grid is limited; the amount is
relatively small. If Dryden allows large scale solar farms into our community we may essentially
be barring the town’s residents (actually all those that live in the grid area) from ever being able
to reap the benefits of net metering on an individual basis. I know there are those that disagree,
but this may be one of the reasons that the state limited net metering to 2MW or less. Without
net metering, few individuals or businesses will be able to justify installing solar.
Why should we allow all our generous state and federal subsidies to go to an out of state
business? Why should we further entice them to usurp our subsidies by providing additional
property tax breaks? Please consider the above in your economic impact assessment required in
the SEQR process.
Sincerely,
Pat Fitzgibbons
637 Wilson Creek Road
Newark valley, NY 13811

) Dryden taxpayer

Graham 5-11-17
From: Janis Graham
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 11:49 AM
To: Bambi Avery
Subject: another solar letter for the pile! Thank you for distributing and posting

Many of the letters and speeches of support for the Sun8 application have made
frequent reference to the fact that the concerns of the residents of Dodge Road
have been addressed, with plenty of accommodations made.
But if you scratch the surface of many of these “accommodations,” you
discover that what one hand gives, the other takes away.
For example:

*One hand gives wildlife corridors and deeper setbacks in front of two
Dodge Road homes, while, at the same time:
*The other hand grabs 3 acres of trees on the road opposite the arrays.
Why? Because due to the granting of the setbacks/corridor, the site now can’t
afford these trees throwing even a single hour of shade on the array in the
afternoon.
As a result, the residents of Dodge Road, especially those whose homes are
in front of the deepest setbacks (Daren Miller and Leslie Appel—both of whom
have approved this letter) feel as if they are being forced into a no-win choice—
no setback or no forest.

That many “concessions” have a price isn’t surprising given that there have always
been two non-negotiable elements in the application: The projects’s site and size.
It’s hard to make real accommodations when there is no room to maneuver.
The one clear improvement? The switch from chain link to agricultural fencing. I’ll
definitely give Sun8 that.
Janis Graham
1150 Ellis Hollow Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
cell:

Hello

Krout 5-10-17

We are emailing to voice our support for the two solar projects recently proposed
in the town of Dryden and approve the mitigations SUN8 has proposed.
Please do not institute a moratorium on solar projects.
Thank you.
John and Bobbi Krout

April 9, 2017
To Whom It May Concern,
I am a Dryden resident and am writing in support of the solar farm projects proposed by Sun8. I
encourage the Dryden town board and the Tompkins County industrial development agency to
approve the projects as I believe the positive features of the solar farm outweigh the negative
elements required by this effort.
I have listened carefully - for more than seven hours - to those opposed to the solar farms while
attending Dryden town board meetings this spring. Most of the arguments I have heard boil
down to viewshed issues, whether the solar farm is located on Cornell land that is currently
open fields or next to the cemetery in East Dryden.
We need a better way to generate energy where we live. We need to cut our dependence on
fossil fuels. We need to be thinking beyond our existing paradigm and be willing to make
reasonable concessions for the future of our town, our planet and our children. We need this
type of alternative development, not only for the energy it will produce, but also for the
example it will set.
This is also a social justice issue. Solar farms allow those who live in cities or rentals and those
without the means to finance their own home solar, an opportunity to tie in with locally
produced renewable energy.
The reason I heard more than seven hours of commentary and debate regarding the Sun8
proposal was because I was there at the Dryden town hall this winter and spring to oppose a
very different energy project: the expansion of the Borger natural gas compressor station in
Ellis Hollow.
Although local residents do not use the natural gas running through pipes that thread through
our county as part of the 200 mile long Dominion New Market pipeline, we absorb the
externalities and the risk, including the added emissions coming from the Borger compressor
station. People who live somewhere else consume the gas.
While sitting and waiting for my turn to speak at the board meetings during the Sun8
deliberations, the irony of local residents objecting to a project that provides a safe and
reversible source of energy was not lost on me. The attention to detail of the developer and
the opportunity local residents had to air their concerns, and then have those concerns
addressed, incited a combination of awe and envy in me, given the lack of public input related
to ramping up fossil fuel enterprises that I was encountering.
I was worrying about emissions of VOCs, formaldehyde, hydrogen sulfide and fine particulates
that have gone untracked for decades into our air, while my neighbors deliberated over an
aesthetically unpleasing repurposed field and the view from a graveyard. If only we could see

the methane leaking (Ingraffea, 2015) from the pipeline at a rate 1.5 times higher than the
Ithaca baseline, a measurement taken by Dr. Anthony Ingraffea when the Ellis Hollow
compressor station was not operational, perhaps then we could capture more fully the concern
of area residents, Dominion Energy and local officials, I thought.
We have a cultural disconnect when it comes to energy. We don’t fully understand what it
takes to fuel our way of life or where energy comes from and what sacrifices are made beyond
our borders to bring it to us. We have become inured to the realities of fossil fuel consumption.
Development projects, like the Sun8 solar farms, begin to change that obscurity and literally
bring the realities of energy production to light without forfeiting our health and the health of
the planet. It is time to address the practical realities related to energy, whether it involves
giving up a view or responding to unseen fossil fuel externalities in our local community.
Sincerely,
Katie Quinn-Jacobs
Sodom Rd
Town of Dryden

From: Bethany Buhrmaster Silfer
Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2017 2:42 PM
To: Bambi Avery
Subject: Dryden needs solar

Silfer 5-11-17

Please distribute to town and planning boards—

Dryden wants solar power, solar jobs, and a clean energy future for our children.
Say “YES” to community solar.

SUN8’s projects have had input from the community already.

We need among other things the following benefits that community solar can
provide:
•

low-cost renewable electricity for everyone

•

millions in new tax revenue

•

clean, renewable power

Dryden is a leader in creating the clean energy economy we all want – we need to
say YES to solar in our town, not a moratorium.

Sincerely,
Bethany Silfer

