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From: Bill Ackroyd    
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 9:54 PM 
To: Supervisor 
Cc: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Current issues

Hi Jason, 
I assume you are overwhelmed with correspondence regarding the solar power 
generating 
controversy. I hope you will have the time to read this note or at least assure me 
that it will be 
officially recorded. 
I recently authored a comment/note on social media expressing my opinion on these 
matters that 
I will include below.  It was primarily an opinion and observation of recent 
events. I also made 
comment to my original post expressing what I believe to be a reasonable solution. 
  I am a 
troubleshooter and problem solver by both trade, training and temperament and I 
hope you will 
recognize that my solution is pragmatic and common sense.   I truly believe that 
you can 
probably resolve 99% of the issues by considering this solution in some fashion. 
Yes, you will 
have extreme opposition from both sides, but it can be a reasonable compromise.  
Below is my original social media post followed by my solution comment to it. 
Bill Ackroyd  
Dryden, NY
 
For the past few weeks I’ve been watching and listening with interest to the 
discussion 
surrounding large industrial solar power generation installations proposed for the 
Town 
of Dryden.  Tonight I attended a public forum regarding same at the Dryden Fire 
Hall. 
After evaluating everything I’ve seen, heard and read, I’m amazed and at the same 
time 
disappointed, that the very elected officials that ran on campaign platforms of 
“protecting Dryden” and touted a genuine concern for the environment and rural 
beauty 
of Dryden, would consider approval of these huge eyesores in the locations 
proposed.  I 
was even further dismayed to listen to elected officials aggressively promoting 
these 
installations. It would appear there is some personal agenda being advanced. 
With responsibility to represent all the residents and looking out for the entire 
Town, our 
elected officials should be asking themselves the following questions:
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 1. If one of these huge solar “farms” was to be placed adjacent to your house,

and it 
would have an adverse effect on the visual beauty of your property as well as a 
negative impact on the value of your home, would you be in favor of it?  (I kinda 
doubt it) 

 2. Is there a direct benefit to the residents and/or the Town of Dryden 
overall by 
allowing these installations such as:

 * Increased recurring local employment?
 * Additional property taxes collected vs credits, discounts or PILOTS?
 * Reduced electric rates for residents?

Thus far I have heard of no significant, tangible, direct benefit to the people of 
the town 
of Dryden. None!
Dryden has a beautiful rural and agricultural landscape. Over the years people have

been so concerned to protect this beauty that they have fought aggressively against

drilling and fracking, highway billboards, and have enacted sign ordinances, 
landscaping regulations, storm water runoff laws, and even specify parking lot 
lighting 
requirements to prevent “light pollution”, yet they are considering approval of the

enormous visual pollution these acres and acres of glass will have. 
All this being said, I am not anti‐solar despite the technical inefficiencies, and 
when not 
subsidized, poor ROI.  There are just better places to build these ugly scars on 
the 
landscape where people don’t have to see them daily and they don’t have an adverse 
effect on property values.  
If these installations are indeed approved, it will be a huge violation of public 
trust by our 
elected officials. 
 

Thinking "out loud" and maybe a pragmatic common sense solution to all this 
controversy. 
What if the Town of Dryden were to........

 * Allow large arrays where they are not directly visible from main highways, 
parks, 
cemeteries, residential housing developments etc. 

 * Require a minimum 1000' from any individual home or business. (anything 
less is no 
more than an average driveway length)

 * Require landscaping and plantings to further obscure installation. 
 * No tax breaks for solar company or property owners. Stand on their own 

financial 
merits! (just good business practice)
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Win ‐ homeowners views or property value not likely adversely effected by 
installation. 
Win ‐ Parks, cemeteries and other common, highly visible public open space not 
adversely effected. 
Win ‐ taxpayers are not burdened with subsidizing solar generation business. 
Win ‐ fence companies gain business
Win ‐ landscape and tree/shrub nurseries gain business. 
Win ‐ property owner gets lease/rent payments from solar elec co. and pays 
income taxes and hopefully spend their earnings locally. 
Win ‐ town sees more tax revenue from increased assessment based on value of 
solar "improvements" on property 
Win ‐ Dryden officials can tout that they are doing their part in promoting and 
producing  green energy to the world.
Win ‐ Solar company gains business selling electricity to power companies. 
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From: Mary Alm [  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 9:05 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery/Solar Facility 
 
Dear Town Board -  
 
As a resident of the Dryden Community and an individual who has family buried in the Willow Glen 
Cemetery (specifically my mother), I would like to say that I do not agree and oppose the solar project 
and the cell tower project that are being considered.   
 
The cemetery is a sacred place where families go to be with their lost loved ones.  The view to the North 
and East should remain in the natural rural setting that has existed for the last several hundred years.   
 
Please do not approve this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Alm 
 



    
I'm STRONGLY against massive solar farm development in Dryden. Anyone who supports will 
NEVER get my vote again.  
 
Too much. Too big. Wrong place. Ugh.  
 
 
 





  
Subject: Support of solar farm proposal 
 
I am writing in support of granting a special use permit for the solar farm projects in Dryden. 
These projects are in our best interest. They will provide power at reduced cost for homeowners 
and much needed tax revenue for Dryden. As there will be wildlife corridors through the fencing, 
the impact on wildlife is minimal. This is a much lower impact use of the land than other 
possible uses, including agricultural use.  
I also do not find solar panels aesthetically unpleasing. The minimum 130” setbacks seem 
extremely generous and appropriate. 
 
Susan Ashdown 
12 Forest Lane 
Ithaca, NY 
 
 





        
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
To the Town of Dryden, 
 
I am sending this letter on behalf of my husband Chris Baker.  His parents, grandparents and several of 
his relatives are resting in Willow Glen Cemetery.  We are both opposed to the solar project and the sell 
tower project,.next to the cemetery.  It is suppose to be a place of peace and beauty.  No one wants to 
see a solar farm next to where their loved ones are resting. 
 
Sincerely 
 

Jo Lynne Abdallah  & Chris Baker 
  
 
 



    

 

 Subject: I am in favor of the Solar power 
 
We need renewable energy and I urge you to vote in favor of the solar project. 
Mary Balliett 
84A Turkey Hill Rd 
Ithaca, NY 

 



   
  
 

  
From: Kristopher Bradford Barth [   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 10:39 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Cc:  
Subject: Town Board: Yes, please, to Dryden Solar! 
 
Hello Dryden Town Board Members, 
 
Katherine Heptig and I (Kristopher Barth) live near Dryden lake and we support the proposed 
solar project.  We will be getting married at the Dryden Lake Park in early June 2017 by a 
Dryden official, because we love living in Dryden and all Dryden has to offer!  The Dryden 
Town Clerks are great, super friendly, and extremely helpful!  We visited the office recently for 
a dog, fishing, and marriage license and they took care of business; while they did, they were 
very happy and excited to be a small (but important) part of helping us start our lives together. 
 
We own one of three houses on our street and we have extremely expensive NYSEG electricity 
delivery charges; our house runs entirely on electricity.    Any relief from our overall electricity 
costs will be very much welcomed and appreciated.  It would give us an opportunity to spend 
some of the cost savings in town, supporting the local businesses and donating to community 
projects. 
 
We’ve looked into adding solar panels and wind turbines on our own property, however a town 
wide project is much more exciting and benefits everyone.  A project like this is a gift to the 
community and Dryden can be a leader in our region by supporting Earth friendly energy 
projects like solar.  Please hear our thoughts and consider taking advantage of the Sun’s 
unlimited natural energy and vote yes for solar power . 
 
Thank you for taking five minutes to listen to us and we’ll see you at the meeting tonight! 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Kris and Kate  
 
 
Kris Barth 
Desktop Engineer – IT@Cornell 
 
120 Maple Ave – G41, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853 

 
 



  

Subject: cemetery 
 

In regard to your letter concerning the Willow Glen Cemetery,  I also oppose the solar project 
and the cell tower project.  I have relatives buried there and while visiting have found it to be a 
very peaceful and serene setting.  Would hate to see that change.  Albert Basl 

 



       

Industrial Sized Solar Project & Verizon cell Tower 
 

I am E-Mailing you to oppose the solar project and the cell tower project!  The Willow Glen 
Cemetary is a sacred place for me as it is where my Father, Mother as well as other  family 
members rest in peace. 

 

Why upset the natural rural setting? Why the big rush to a decision?  Do these projects fit 
into the  comprehensive plan of the Town of Dryden?  

 

 

In  Seneca Falls "Mount Trashmore" aka Seneca Meadows Landfill  is an example of what you 
get if you fail to do your "homework". The whole of Seneca County  is now  paying the price for 
poor  planning.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Flora (Woodard) Beck 

 



    
From: Robyn Bem [   
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 5:43 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden Solar Project 
 
Dear Town Clerk: 
 
Please forward this message to the Town and Planning Board members. 
 
As a resident of the Town of Dryden, I request that you support the solar project 
to further lessen our use of fossil fuels and the impact they have on our 
environment. 
 
Thank you, 
Robyn Bem 
3 Ringwood Court West 
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From: Jordyn Boesch [   
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 7:09 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden solar 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to express my support of the Dryden solar project. I live at 91 Hollister Road and am a 
veterinarian at Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine. I am an ecologically conscious 
individual and try to do all I can to live sustainably and protect the environment, including our corner of the 
world here in the beautiful Finger Lakes, from composting to recycling to driving a fuel-efficient car. I am a 
Massachusetts native but fell in love with the natural beauty of the area when I moved here almost 15 
years ago for school. One of the things I love the most is how so many people in this area feel a sense of 
responsibility to guard nature and live sustainably. I strongly feel we should join other towns in the county 
that are already hosting solar arrays to do our part to lead the way into a clean energy future. Solar 
energy also benefits us economically. It is a win-win situation for all. 
 
Please do all you can to see that this project moves forward. I truly appreciate your concern for our 
health, the health of the planet, and our economy. 
 
Yours gratefully, 
 
Jordyn M. Boesch, DVM 
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia 
Lecturer, Section of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine 
Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine 
Ithaca, NY 14850  

 



     
Subject: Solar Project 
 
 
I am a lot owner and I OPPOSE the SOLAR PROJECT AND THE CELL TOWER PROJECT! 
The cemetery is a scared place 
 
And I strongly OPPOSE this project. Willow Glen Cemetery should remain  in the in the natural 
rural setting that has existed for  
 
the last several hundred years.  
 
Dewey Bonner Lot Owner 
 



      Hi Mr. Burger,  
 
I live at 344 Turkey Hill Road and have been in communication with your office and 
Distributed Sun regarding the development of the Cornell University land along Turkey 
Hill Road.   
Please note that while Distributed Sun has rectified errors of landownership on the updated Site 
Plan / Sketch Plan document, the revised Ellis Tract Boundary Map file contains incorrect 
landownership information for several properties on Turkey Hill Road.  
 I am attaching a file I sent to Bharath Srinivasan of Distributed Sun on Monday (4/24)  that 
included our questions and concerns with the revised plans for the solar project in the Ellis 
Hollow area for your reference.  I have spoken with Bharath regarding this error and I expect he 
will provide your office with corrected files shortly.   
 
 
Best,  
Carrie Brindisi 
 
 



Hello Bharath,          April 24th, 2017 

We just completed reviewing the updated documentation for the proposed solar farm in Ellis Hollow 

and wanted to touch base with you on a few items.  First, thank you for the changes that you have made 

to the proposal, we appreciate your willingness to work with neighbors to make this project fit into the 

landscape.   

Here are a few questions/ concerns that we have with the updated plans and I thought it might be 

best to touch on these prior to the next Town Board meeting.  

1) Though we have read the Ellis Tract Visual Impact Assessment, could we touch base on what 

exactly this chart means.  I see that the SGHAT study assumes a 6ft tall person, but does it account 

for the view from a 1st or 2nd story of a house?   

 
2) We are concerned that the stand of willow trees that acts as a preexisting natural visual barrier 

to the S4/ S5 sites from Turkey Hill Road is slated for removal.  A significant portion of the trees 

appear to be sufficiently offset from the panels that they would not shadow them so it is unclear 

why would be removed.  Do you have any insight about this decision?  Can this area of tree 

removal be reduced?  (see area along the Creek East of S4/S5 in a red polygon, and attached 

picture) 

 

http://dryden.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/9.-Ellis-Tract-Visual-Impact-Assessment.pdf


 
 

 

3) The Ellis Tract Boundary Map (ALTA) – For Preliminary Approval document lists our property (344 

Turkey Hill Road, Parcel 67.0-1-8.2) and three other privately owned properties as owned by Cornell 

University.  All maps within this document that have these parcels on them are incorrect.  Please 

update the documentation and disseminate the revised documentation to all parties as soon as 

possible.   

 

4)  The Ellis Tract Habitat Assessment Report also appears contains inaccurate parcel boundary 

information that needs some revision – there are several crudely drawn polygons that overlap with 

our property.  Please ensure that all future studies strictly respect our property boundaries. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carrie Brindisi and Michael Plotkin  

344 Turkey Hill Road 

 

 

http://dryden.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/7.-Ellis-Tract-Boundary-Map-ALTA-For-Preliminary-Approval.pdf
http://dryden.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/6.-Ellis-Tract-Habitat-Assessment-Report.pdf
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Nan Brown <

Sent: Sat, Apr 29, 2017 11:18 am 
Subject: solar farm and cell tower 

Hello, this is to say that I am strongly opposed to the solar farm and cell tower proposed 
for the valley behind Willowglen Cemetery. As the last remaining member of my family, 
both immediate and extended, who are all buried in Willowglen I would be so sad to see 
the tranquil feeling of the place ruined with such a proposed vista. There is much land in 
Dryden township that could and should be used. The small valley between Dryden and 
Freeville should be cherished as a sight to clam one's soul not turned into a business.   
 
Most sincerely, Nancy Pilling Brown 

 









      
To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing in regards to the Industrial Sized Solar Project being proposed on the farm land that is 
directly north of Willow Glen cemetery as well as the Verizon cell Tower.  I completely oppose these 
projects as they are disrespectful to my loved ones laid to rest there. My loved ones chose to live in 
Dryden, because of the beauty in this area.  Please do not take that away from them in death.   
Sincerely, 
Bobette Butts        
 



        

Subject: Solar and Cell Tower Projects 
 
 
Dear Planning Board Members, 
 
I am a lot owner of Willow Glen Cemetery and I strongly oppose the solar project and the cell tower 
project in this particular area. I believe that the view to the North and East should remain in the natural 
rural setting that has existed for many generations of families. The Hollister family has always regarded 
Willow Glen Cemetery as a sacred place and trust that these projects will not be approved. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Hollister Carty 
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From: Joanne Cipolla  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 2:12 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: solar farm comment 
 
Dear Town Board, 
 
I support the solar farm and believe the company has done an outstanding job pleasing the community and solving 
issues to the very best of it's ability. 
 
The only comment I have is to the company itself about the height of the placement of the last row of panels which 
they state will be installed only 2' about grade. Having had solar for 4 years and know the many benefits of using 
clean, affordable silent power but those are only evident if placement consideration which are key for optimal 
efficiency are considered.Being able to elevate the panels at least 4'(min) off the ground will ensure they are kept 
from being covered by snow fall accumulations that are going to exceed our previous records as climate change 
occurs. The accumulation of snow fall that slides off the panel must also be accounted for so I think a 4' min. 
clearance allows for snow accumulations and the ability for sheep and equipment to easily go under the panels. It is 
also a consideration that deer can pose a problem if they rub their horns on the panels so I elevated ours to 5' to 
discourage animals impacting them. 
 
I am supportive of clean energy projects being done by responsible and reasonable companies and Dryden is a 
leader in moving rapidly away from fossil fuels and I commend the town board for it's leadership. 
 
Thank you to the town staff for accepting all the comments for record. 
 
Joanne Cipolla-Dennis 
964 W. Dryden Rd 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
Subject: Support for modified solar proposal 
 
 
Please share this message with the Town Board, the Conservation Board and the 
Planning Board. 
 
 I support the modified solar proposal in Dryden for the following reasons: 
 

• Changes in the original proposal have been made to meet residents' concerns; 
(including less obtrusive fencing, wildlife corridors, substantial setbacks from 
roads and residential properties, and attractive vegetative screening to mitigate 
the impact on the viewscape).  Even some residents most impacted by the siting 
of these installations have been complimentary about the company’s willingness 
to adjust their plans to address citizen concerns.  

 

• This project  brings in much needed revenue to Town and Dryden Schools 
because the parcel will generate tax income if this project goes forward while it 
currently is owned by Cornell and generates no tax income. 

 

• As a result of this project as many as 7500 homes can get discounted energy 
from a renewable source. 

 

• This development of local solar energy production will contribute to freedom from 
dependence on nuclear and fossil fuels through the larger national power grid. 
 Like the local food movement, having local, renewable sources of energy gives 
us increased local security and an improved position in the face of an uncertain 
future. 

 
 
Please don't let 'NIMBY' objections get in the way of this positive step for Dryden. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Carol Clarke 
91 German Cross Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 



      
 
To whom it may concern, 

I would like to voice my support for the solar project near the Willow Glen Cemetery. I think 
that one of the best ways to honor and respect the deceased is to take actions that protect the 
environment for their descendants. Solar panels, in my opinion, are really rather pretty, and 
would be quite moving in contrast with the rural look of the surrounding countryside. The 
installation and upkeep of the solar installation will bring middle-class jobs to our community, 
and provides young people with STEM degrees opportunities to stay in the community after 
graduation from college. I think that seeing the high-technology solar panels in the rustic 
backdrop creates a hopeful scene for Dryden, one that looks towards a brighter future for our 
community and our planet. 

Your fellow community member, 
Marcus Converse 
 



            
Subject: Proposed Solar Project and cell tower project 
Importance: High 
 
To the members of the Town of Dryden Planning Board 
 
I am writing to you to inform you that I vehemently oppose the proposed solar project and cell 
tower project.  I am a lot owner in the Willow Glen Cemetery and also a member of the Board of 
Directors of the willow Glen Cemetery.  In particular, my lot borders the involved property.  As I 
stand before the sites of our loved ones’ headstones, giving honor and reverence, these proposed 
projects would be directly in my line of sight.  Instead of the beautiful, gently rolling hillsides, 
my view would become obstructed by hideous industrial solar panels and steel beams, which are 
intimidating and disturbing.  
My family has lived in this area for generations, nurturing, maintaining and preserving this 
precious community.  This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering solace and 
healing.  To change the current natural, bucolic setting would be a criminal act upon the very 
purpose of this location. 
Again, I strongly oppose the construction of these projects and urge you to vote against these 
proposals. 
 
Douglas E. Cotterill 
353 Virgil Road 
Dryden, NY 13053 
 

 



  
Subject: Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
 
To the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 
 
I am writing to you to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed solar project and cell tower 
project to be located near the Willow Glen Cemetery.  I am a lot owner in this cemetery, in 
particular, my lot borders the involved property.  As my family and I stand before our loved 
ones’  gravesites, offering our honor and respect, these projects would be directly in our line of 
sight.  Instead of our current view of the beautiful, peaceful rolling hills of Dryden, hideous 
industrial solar panels and steel beams would become the backdrop which I find intimidating and 
disturbing. 
Our family has lived in this area for many generations, nurturing, maintaining and protecting this 
beloved community.  This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering solace and healing.  
To change the current natural, bucolic setting would be a criminal act upon the very purpose of 
tis location. 
Please be clear in your understanding that many more people like myself vehemently oppose the 
construction of these projects and urge you to vote against this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen D. Cotterill 
353 Virgil Road 
Dryden, NY 3053 
 

 



       
Subject: Solar Summary 
 
Jason Liefer, 
 
1- Attended March 16, 2017 and spoke against the Mega Solar Project at 2150 
Dryden Road. 
 
2- Attended informational meeting at Neptune Fire Company, a Sound System would 
have been benifical, as well as a clear speaking spokeman from Direct Sun. 
 
3. We have both written letters opposing the Mega Solar Project  at 2150 Dryden 
Road. 
 
4. Not opposed to Solar, you just need to find a better location - NOT AJACENT TO 
OUR LONG TIME HISTORIC WILLOW GLEN CEMETERY! 
 
VOTE NO TO SOLAR AT 2150 DRYDEN ROAD 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward & Nancy Couch 
Lifelong Dryden Residents 
Current Lot owners at Willow Glen Cemetery 
 







  
From: Edwin (Todd) Cowen III   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 11:14 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden Community Solar 
 
Dear Dryden Town Board,  
 
I wish to express my strong support for the two community solar projects proposed in Dryden.   
 
These are exactly the types of projects envisioned by the NY Reforming the Energy (REV) 
proceedings.  They are putting New York out in front on renewable energy, energy resiliency, 
and they are creating jobs in our communities.  This is an opportunity to leverage the 
Avangrid/NYSEG Energy Smart Community and add community solar into the footprint 
expanding on Tompkins County's state leadership and bringing an energy revolution and a new 
economy to our communities.  This will bring energy tax dollars into our communities.  And 
most importantly, these projects reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, which are jeopardizing our 
climate and our national security. 
 
Saying no to developing low-impact energy in our communities is saying yes to the status quo, 
that is running fossil fuel plants in somebody else's back yard and exposing them to air pollution 
and health effects that we cannot see but supports our lifestyle. 
 
This is an exciting time to be in New York as we lead the nation and the world in integrating 
renewable electricity into our grid. Dryden has the opportunity to continue to build a name for 
itself as the community that understands that we must power our planet in a sustainable and 
equitable manner. 
 
Thank you for all the time and energy you have put into understand the issues around energy 
development, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Edwin A. Cowen (Todd)          
Kathy Dwyer Marble and Curt Marble Faculty Director for Energy, David R. or a Sustainable Future 
Director, 
Professor, 

Ithaca NY, USA 
 
 
 

 
 



     
To Whom It May Concern: 
I am against the Industrial Sized Solar Project and Verizon Cell Tower being proposed near Willow Glen 
Cemetery.  I know my parents and family members who are laid to rest there would also be opposed to 
these projects.  Such projects would be a disruption to those buried there which is 
completely disrespectful to their memory.  Please do not ruin their peaceful resting place.     
Sincerely, 
Catherine (Butts) Crispell 
 



Davies 4-27-17 
From: Peter J. Davies   

 
 

 
 

 
Robert M. Beck; 

Cc: Bambi Avery; Erin Bieber 
Subject: In support of solar installations 
 
To the Dryden Town Board and the Town of Dryden Planning Board: 
 
I wish to voice strong support for the solar installations in Ellis Hollow and along Dryden Road.  
We need this non-polluting method of renewable energy generation to reduce climate change and 
to move to a sustainable future. 
 
The company has done their best to accommodate the residents by setting the array back 275 feet 
where opposite houses, and adding a vegetation screen.  Solar is silent, and as such an excellent 
surround for quiet reflection in a cemetery.  This is a far cry from noisy industrial uses (such as 
fracking or a gravel pit, or light industry) or residential development. 
 
The proposed land in Ellis Hollow is agriculturally poor.  Along Dodge Road I recall the field 
being used years ago for sheep grazing but it seems now largely unused from an agricultural 
point of view.  Much of the land along Turkey hill is in the same situation and agricultural 
research has largely left the area, as described in a recent letter from the Dean of CALS.  Solar 
installation would make productive use of this land and restore the sheep grazed meadow.  
 
The location around a cemetery is idea for solar as it is unobtrusive and silent.  I agree with 
David Weinstein that a view is not the right of a cemetery; most cemeteries do not have a view.  
If the land became woodland the view would also slowly disappear.  
 
The solar installations are in rows at 45 degrees, with a space between the rows exceeding the 
space taken by the rows.  The ground will be native wild vegetation, kept short by sheep, far 
preferable to the invasive scrub (e.g., wild rose) which is taking over abandoned farmland, and is 
what I see in the field below my house.  I have solar panels on my roof and would welcome a 
solar installation in the field below my house.  Solar installations are not at all intrusive and 
blend well into the landscape, especially with a vegetation screen.  This is not destroying 
anything; it is simply another integrated use for pasture, often abandoned pasture.  It should also 
be noted that the installation is on removable posts and can be removed at any time unlike most 
other potential uses. 
 
I hope that you will regard these projects as eco-friendly and an asset to the community, and 
approve their installation. 
 
Peter J. Davies 
Cornell Professor of Plant Science, Emeritus 







     
Subject: solar project 
 
Greetings ~ 
 
With great concern for sustainability in our region and the urgency of the need for renewable 
energy now, I support Dryden’s New Solar Project. 
 
The facts and figures in support of this project are compelling, practical steps vital to health and 
life, locally and beyond. 
 
Please forward this to the Town Board and Planning Board Members, thanking them for their 
expected approval of this and their support for a cleaner Dryden, for Tompkins County, for New 
York state and for all life on earth.  The moral consideration must be part of the economic and all 
other factors in arriving at planning for the future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Daryl Denning 

 



   
  
 

  
  
From: Rachel Dickinson [  
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 2:37 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Bambi -- could you forward to town board, planning, and the conservation board? (and let me 
know you got this). Thanks, Rachel 
 
 April 25, 2017 
  
  
  
Dryden Town Board 
Town of Dryden Planning 
Conservation Board 
  
  
Dear Supervisor Leifer and Boardmembers; 
  
In reading through all of the available documents concerning SUN8 
(Distributed Sun) proposed Community Solar Project at 2150 Dryden Road, I 
believe you must reach the conclusion that this project has potentially 
significant adverse environmental and cultural impacts, and thus you should 
make a positive declaration on the State Environmental Quality Review 
(SEQR).  
  
“Determining Significance” of the 617.7 State Environmental Quality Review 
(c) (1) (ii) The removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or 
fauna; substantial interference with the movement  of any resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a significant habitat area; 
substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of 
animal or plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse 
impacts to natural resources;” 
  
AND 
  
(v) the impairment of the character or quality of important historical, 
archeological, architectural, or aesthetic resources of existing community or 
neighborhood character.” 
  



-       The proposed plan requires 8.8 acres of mature trees to be cut 
down 
  
This will impact the summer habitat of the northern long-eared bat (NLEB), 
a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. Although Tetra 
Tech submitted a report concluding that the NLEB take would be “incidental” 
they surveyed the area at 2150 Dryden Road in early April when none of the 
migratory wildlife and birds were in the area. Tetra Tech notes in its report 
that the New York State Natural Heritage Program (NYSNHP) records are not 
always up-to-date, and that it has requested additional data from this 
agency as well as U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). There is no 
updated data from these agencies in the online application. 
  
            - The proposed plan will have a significant impact on the 
character of the aesthetic resources (Willow Glen Cemetery), and an 
unknown impact on sensitive archeological Native American sites. 
  
In the LEAF submitted for the proposed plan, SUN8 acknowledges that this 
project is adjacent to a potential historic district or building (Willow Glen 
Cemetery), and that there is a sensitive archeological site on Dryden Road 
listed on the State Historic Preservation (SHPO) site inventory. They 
requested an evaluation from SHPO, which is not included in the online 
application. Until that evaluation is included, this application is not complete. 
  
Moreover, there has been intense community opposition to the placement of 
this solar farm at 2150 Dryden Road. Thousands of people who have 
relatives and friends buried in Willow Glen Cemetery will be directly 
impacted as the solar fields surround the cemetery. The visual screening 
proposed by SUN8, based on their own photos of the projected views with a 
tree hedgerow, does little to mitigate the impact of 1,130 eight-foot high, 
60-feet long, solar panels covering scores of acres. 
  

- Additionally, The Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SPPP) 
is faulty because it is based on the assumption that the design engineers 
utilize an earth-screw-supported foundation solution. “However,” the report 
continues, “as a full geotechnical investigation has not been completed, the 
Project may require a series of foundations solutions based on actual ground 
conditions.” According to the soil study, 2150 Dryden Road consists mostly 
of poorly drained alluvial soil. Where is the full geotechnical report? 
  
There was a curious statement in the SPPP: “The Site Plan document 
displays the existing NYSEG utility lines along with a Point of Common 
Coupling (PCC), the location where the electricity generating project will 
connect with NYSEG. The PCC may be subject to change, pending NYSEG 



comments on the Coordinated System Interconnection Review (CESIR).” If 
this is not the location of a PCC, does that mean this project will not move 
forward?  
  
Several FOIL requests are also outstanding dismissed with the comment in 
the Environmental Site Assessment, “Due to the limited timeframe available 
to conduct this assessment, not all responses have been received from 
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests.”  
  
This project is being rammed through the system and it’s causing such 
distress because it’s hitting at the core of what many members of the 
Dryden community believe in – sustainable energy and a desire to limit 
reliance on coal. But SUN8 has proposed these industrial solar farms that are 
way out of proportion to what’s happening in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. A cemetery is one of the most personal and sacred spaces in 
a community. It’s where people grieve and gather to think about lost family 
and friends. As a life-long voting Democrat and a supporter of solar energy, 
this massive proposed solar project adjacent to Willow Glen Cemetery pulls 
on all these emotions. I do think that well-thought out solar projects will 
thrive in Dryden but something on this scale with too many unknowns and 
an incomplete Environmental Impact Statement is not the place to start. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
______________________ 
Rachel Dickinson 
Freelance Writer 
31 Main Street 
Freeville, New York 13068 
 

 
  
 



  
  

  
April 24, 2017 
 
Dear Planning Board Members: 
 
I have a plot in the Willow Glen Cemetery where my daughter, who died last fall, is 
buried.  There are many other family members in the cemetery and that is where I will 
be buried. 
 
I am all in favor of solar projects, but NOT where this one wants to be.  I definitely 
vehemently oppose the location of a solar project and cell tower project in the location 
proposed. 
 
The cemetery is a sacred place and the view to the North and East should remain in the 
natural rural setting that it has been for several hundred years. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barbara Doh 
 
 
 



  
  
Subject: Solar Project / Verizon Cell Tower 
 
4/24/2017 
 
Town Clerk and the Town Board of Dryden, NY: 
 
It has come to my attention that there have been discussions regarding a cell tower and solar project to go to 
the north of the Willow Glenn Cemetery. 
 
I am vehemently opposed to the solar project and cell tower proposal. 
 
My parents are buried in Willow Glenn Cemetery and my father specifically chose that plot due to all the nature 
and beauty surrounding such a sacred place. It has to be one of the most beautiful cemeteries I have ever 
seen. The caretakers there take pride in their work and they keep the cemetery exceptionally pristine. 
 
Dryden still has many open areas that would be more suitable than to destroy the look and view this cemetery 
has maintained through hundreds of years. 
Please, choose another location for the projects proposed and leave one of the most beautiful and sacred 
places for those that chose it as their final resting place. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Max Duff 
 



   
  
  
From: Kathleen Dumar  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 9:36 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Solar project/cell tower 
 
 
To whom it may concern- 
 
I am writing this email as a lot owner in Willow Glen Cemetery and that I oppose the solar 
project and the cell tower project.  The cemetery is a sacred place and the view of the North and 
East should remain in the natural, rural setting that has existed for the last several hundred years.  
Again, I oppose the solar installation and the cell tower construction.  Thank you for your time. 
 
Kathleen Dumar  
 



  
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 

As a lot owner of Wllow Glen Cemetery  I appose the solar project and cell phone tower. The 
cemetery is a sacred place and needs to remain the natural rural setting  that has existed for 
several hundred years. When our fore father's purchased these plots it was for the beautiful 
setting. We buried on loved ones to REST IN PEACE. Do not approve this project. AGAIN I 
OPPOSE THIS ENTIRE PROPOSAL. 
Roxene Elian 

 



    

 



Subject: Sun8 Solar Project 
 
Dear Members of the Dryden Town Board, 
 I live just outside the Town of Dryden, very near the line, and have many 
friends in Dryden, so I hope you will permit me to comment on the very important 
issue of the Solar project you are considering.   
 I sympathize with the concerns that have been expressed over some aspects 
of the proposal, but I am impressed that the developers have gone far to respond 
to the objections.  Your town has already shown leadership in moving away from 
fossil fuels and toward clean energy.  I hope you will continue in that 
direction. 
 The tax revenue from the project would be a boost, but more importantly, 
you would be freeing 7500 homes from reliance on fossil fuels. In so doing, you 
would once more set an example not only for our county, but also for our state, 
of what can be done—what must be done—to provide our children and our children’s 
children with a climate that is livable.  
 Thank you for the chance to share my thoughts. 
Respectfully, 
Elmer Ewing 
1520 Slaterville Road 
Ithaca 
 



      
 
From: Hilary Ewing [m   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 8:57 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Support solar 
 
Hi, I am unable to attend tonight's meeting, but I wanted to voice my support for the proposed 
Dryden solar projects.   
Thank you, 
 
Hilary Ewing 
15 Foot Hill Rd 
Freeville, NY 13068 
 



Hi.  My name is Bonnie Scutt and I live in Freeville, NY 
 
I spoke at last weeks Town Board meeting on April 20th

 

 regarding the remains of an 
Indian Longhouse that had been found at Willow Glen.  I received some 
clarification and documents regarding the site from the Archaological Facility at 
Binghamton University. 

I would like to read some excerpts now. 
 
In 1997, the Public Archaeology Facility completed an archaeological survey for a 
NYS DOT project along NY 13 in preparation for widening the road.  During that 
survey, a prehistoric site (the Plus Site) was identified to the north of NY 13, east of 
Johnson Road and west of Willow Glen Cemetery.  Excavation trenches found 
artifacts and stains in the ground referred to as cultural features. There were 6 
prehistoric features, 5 post molds, 13 possible post molds, and several other soil 
stains.  The artifacts recovered included lithics, pottery, animal bone, botanical 
remains, a polished stone adze, a chipped shale/sandstone tool blank and fire-
cracked rock.  In 1997, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation determined that the Plus Site was eligible for the National Register and 
a final excavation took place. The Public Archaeology Facility submitted the 
report to the New York State Museum and DOT in January of 2000.   
 
The feature has been dated to the time period (A.D. 1350-1400).  
 
This site was very important to our understanding of Iroquois settlement-
subsistence patterns 
 
According to the State Historic Preservation's online estimation of archaeologically 
sensitive areas, any area within one mile of the Plus site would be considered likely 
to contain a similar archaeological site.  
 
If the commercial enterprise you are referencing needs any state or federal permits, 
then they will be required to conduct a professional archaeological survey of the 
land they will be disturbing. 
 
the law does not prevent a project from happening. What it does is require the 
developer to go through a series of steps to determine if sites are present, evaluate 
the significance of any sites found, and mitigate the adverse impacts to a site either 
through avoiding those impacts or excavating the site prior to damage. 



          
Please do not approve the proposed solar/cell tower project.  Its proximity to the cemetery would create a 
noisy, manufacturing-like environment that would rob the cemetery of the quiet, holy place it is.  It needs 
to be preserved as a place where relatives can seek solace. 
My brother is buried there and I do not want to see this beautiful cemetery changed. 

Joy Feldman 
 

 



   My family has owned burial sites at Willow Glen Cemetery for generations. 
The cemetery is not only a sacred place but is also located in a pristine rural, 
setting and the views to the north and east should not be ruined by the proposed 
solar and cell projects. 
I strongly oppose both of these projects. 
 
David A. Fellows 
 



    

 



      
Subject: Industrial Solar 
 
Attention: Dryden Town Board 
 

I grew up in Dryden, own property there and visit frequently with my children & grandchildren. 
 

I am opposed to the 2 industrial solar sites being considered by the Town.  
 

Please know that I very much support alternative energy. My husband has spent his entire scientific 
career at Cornell, Naval Research Lab, University of Maryland, Los Alamos National Lab and Tibbar 
Plasma Tech in research dedicated to alternative energy development. We very much support 
alternatives: solar, wind & other cutting edge possibilities at all stages of development & use. But the 
large scale industrial facilities for it do NOT belong in residential communities or overshadowing 
places of eternal rest.  
 

Being a liberal  environmentalist and fighting for our causes does not mean we lose our soul and 
become insensitive to beauty, serenity and the emotional needs of others. Please Dryden Town 
Board do the right thing. Deny this particular project. Find a appropriate place for it.  
 

Sincerely, 
Agnes Finn 
 
116 La Senda 
Los Alamos, NM  
87547 
 

 

 



April 22, 2017 

 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
 
I am writing to oppose the proposed solar installation and cell tower construction on the north and east 
of Willow Glen Cemetery.  I am a descendent of the Charles Griswold, Charles Downey and Dewey 
Whitford families and have many relatives buried at Willow Glen. This is a sacred and very special place 
to me for many reasons but I will tell just one. 
 
My father, Charles Edwin Downey, was 19 when he left Dryden for the first time to join the U.S. Navy 
after Pearl Harbor.  He proudly served in the Pacific, married my mother and returned to Dryden to 
attend Cornell.  After graduation he left again for Dartmouth University and then to jobs in the NY City 
area.  He never felt he was at home unless he could see the rolling hills of the Finger Lakes.  My parents 
moved back to the Upstate area and stayed until another job change meant moving to the flat lands of 
Iowa.  My father could never adjust to the area, those hills were in his blood, and after two years, and 
making a major career adjustment back he came again for the last time.  When he and my mother died 
as a result of a car accident in 1999 we brought them home to Dryden and when I looked out at those 
rolling hills I knew he was happy forever after. I understand that you may think a cemetery is for the 
dead and they can’t see, but it is truly for those of us left behind, and it gives my family great peace 
when we stand there and know that surely God is in his heaven, and my parents and all others are safe. 
Please do not destroy that view with a solar installation and cell tower construction. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maureen Downey Finn 
 
And, with phone permission, my siblings:  
Keith Charles Downey (Indianapolis IN) and  
Kathy Downey Schultz (Mosca CO) 
 
 
 



  
   
Subject: Solar in Dryden 
 
As a co-founding and former board member of Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development in 
Sullivan County, NY, and a strong supporter of Solar and other renewable sources of energy, I 
urge the Dryden Town Board to vote yes for the Dryden Solar Project. 
 
I have found that the developers have worked hard to successfully address any potential adverse 
concerns about solar to satisfaction. 
 
Solutions such as the Dryden Solar Project are models to be implemented and followed, if we are 
to survive into an undeniably post carbon future. I strongly recommend approval of this plan. 
Dryden could become a symbol of what our future can become! 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Ann Finneran 
PO Box 143 
Hurleyville, NY 12747 
Born and raised in the Southern Tier 
 
 



 
From:   
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 7:45 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: solar project 
 
I am a friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery and I oppose the solar project and the 
cell tower project. The cemetery should remain in the natural setting that it has 
existed in for several hundred years. Cemeteries are supposed to be sacred places 
not only those who have passed but also for those of us who visit to say hello to 
our friends. It just doesn't seem right to have this solar and tower project 
right next door. We have a ton of land around our many farms that would seem like 
a better place for this project. I'm sure the cows won't mind. Why is the town 
board jumping into this agreement so quickly? Have the residents of Dryden and 
surrounding villages had a chance to meet and discuss this? With no benefit to 
the town or village of Dryden why do we even want these structures here anyway? 
Something smells a little fishy. Who really benefits from this except those in 
Washington-just doesn't feel right. Who's really being paid to do this. There is 
always a money trail. Where does it lead? Let's all get involved and stall this 
until everyone around the area has a chance to voice their opinion. Sincerely, 
Bill Frank Friend of the willow Glen Cemetery. 

 



 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Liz Galst   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 11:58 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: NRDC Comments on SUN8 Solar Project 
 
Dear Bambi Avery: 
 
Attached please find comments about SUN8’s proposed solar projects in Dryden. 
They are from Richard Schrader of the Natural Resources Defense Council. (He will 
send you a hard copy soon.) 
 
Thanks for your help in delivering these comments to the Town Board. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Liz Galst 
Editorial Consultant 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
2  

 
 
 
 
April 26, 2017 
 

Dear Dryden Town Board: 

 
I am writing in support of SUN8 PDC’s proposed community solar projects, on behalf of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, one of the country’s largest and most effective 
environmental groups. NRDC has more than 2 million members and online activists across the 
country, of whom 702 live in Tompkins County. 
 
Community solar offers Dryden a host of benefits. These include reduced electricity costs for 
local residents, pollution-free power, and local economic benefits, especially increased tax 
revenue. Significantly, the solar projects will bring upgrades to Dryden’s electric distribution 
system that will improve reliability and resilience while reducing NYSEG’s maintenance costs, 
and in so doing, lower electric costs for all of Dryden’s residents and businesses. Community 
solar will also increase local employment and foster economic growth by hiring 200-250 local 
electricians and others for construction, as well as additional workers for ongoing maintenance.  
 



Part of a national trend, community solar projects are getting underway in New York State. They 
allow individuals, businesses, and community institutions who can’t site solar on their own 
property to participate in the renewable energy future that New Yorkers and Americans 
overwhelmingly want. The solar arrays proposed for Dryden, in particular, can power as many as 
7,500 homes. They will help the town continue its climate-change leadership and will help 
Tompkins County meet its goal under the Tompkins County Energy Roadmap to develop 944 
megawatts of solar power. The solar projects will help the county meet its 2050 goal of reducing 
carbon pollution by 80 percent by 2050, as scientists say we must in order to avoid climate 
change’s worst effects. 
 
Together, these projects can serve as an inspiration to other counties and rural communities as 
they work to promote economic development while protecting their residents and landscapes 
from dangerous climate change. The projects can also help New York State meet its nation-
leading goal to get 50 percent of its electricity from renewable sources by 2030. 
 
NRDC wholeheartedly endorses SUN8’s community solar projects. They are a win for Dryden 
and a win for our climate. In short, they’re a win for everybody. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Schrader 
New York Political and Legislative Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council  
 
 
 

 
 



 
Why Community Solar Is the Highest and Best Use of Dryden Land  

 
Comments by Charles Geisler 

517 Ellis Hollow Creek Rd. 
(4/26/17: Dryden Fire Hall) 

 
Thank you for you continuing due diligence on the proposed solar installations 
near Willow Glen Cemetery in Dryden and in Ellis Hollow. Distributed Sun has 
been responsive to community concerns and will, with your oversight, continue 
their professional courtesy and technical excellence. I favor both community solar 
farms for multiple reasons, three above all others. 
 
First, they are a windfal

Second, the solar array at Willow Glen Cemetery 

l for our town. They bring significant tax benefits-- 
$232,000 in the first year and $8 million over the life of the project. The projects 
cost the town next to nothing (no water and sewer, no fires to put out, and 
minimal road maintenance/winter plowing).  What a deal. 

buffers

 

 the cemetery from 
objectionable uses that could legally appear on adjacent private land, such as 
fracking pads, large hog farms, or auto graveyards.  Those alternative uses would 
be more than eyesores.  Future residents will thank you for preventing those 
uses; you are protecting Dryden, as you promised.   Cormack McCarty  (“No 
Country for Old Men”) said it better that I can: "You never know what worse luck 
your bad luck has saved you from."   

Third, in today’s changing climate, well-planned solar projects are the highest and 
best use 

There are two kinds of climate denial. One comes from those who refuse to 
accept that our planet is losing its cool and say so.  The second comes from those 
who say they believe in solar power but don’t act on it when the opportunity 
arises. I hope the Dryden T.B. proudly supports these projects. 

of our land.  These community solar projects meet the 4 criteria 
appraisers use to demonstrate this (physically possible, legally permissible, 
financially feasible, and maximally productive).  But approving these twin projects 
adds an imperative fifth: they dial back climate change.  

  



   
Dear Dryden Town Board, 
 
I’m attaching a full version of my comments last evening at the Dryden Fire Hall. 
The point I didn’t make for lack of time is most important point: the proposed 
community solar projects are the highest and best use of the lands where they are 
sited.  As you’ll see in my comment, we must now include global climate change 
in the criteria for what constitutes highest and best use.  It morally imperative. 
 
Here’s a question for the TB to consider based on Distribute Sun’s public 
presentation last night: Has the land under the NYSEG powerlines in Ellis Hollow 
been considered for solar panels? Could this be part of a compromise for the 
reticent Ellis Hollow residents?  Ditto for the cell tower land east of Willow 
Glen—can’t we double up here? Highest and best use doesn’t have to be single-
purpose use. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles Geisler 
517 Ellis Hollow Creek Road 
 
 
 
 



Graham 4-13-17 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Janis Graham   
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 7:50 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Solar Project --for Town Board Members 
 
Dear Board Members, 
      I am writing to ask the Board to give citizens more than the 10 day minimum 
before holding the next public hearing. I saw that on tonight’s agenda there is 
discussion of scheduling a special meeting on Wednesday April 26. I understand 
that the clock is ticking for Distributed Sun (a June 1 deadline), but if 
anything has become clear from the past hearing and the 2 Community meetings, 
it’s that many feel rushed and confused by the process. There is still clearly a 
lot of misunderstanding, misinformation and anger surrounding the discussions. 
Giving people a least a little more time to become familiar with the redesign and 
supporting documents would be a welcome sign of respect for those who elected 
you.  
      Thank you for giving this your consideration, 
      Janis 
Janis Graham 
1150 Ellis Hollow Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 



  
Graham 4-24-17 

From: Janis Graham [   
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 11:50 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: COULD YOU FORWARD TO TOWN BOARD, PLANNING BOARD AND CONSERVATION BOARD? 
(and let me know you got this?) THANK YOU! 
  
            The Dryden Board should responsibly decide that the SUN8 (Distributed Sun) 
Community Solar Project/Turkey Hill & Dodge Road Facilities has potentially significant 
adverse environmental impacts, and should thus make a positive declaration on the State 
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) for the following reasons: 
             “Determining significance” of the §617.7 SEQR regulation says proposed actions that 
may be considered to have a significant adverse impact on the environment include:(ii) the 
removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or fauna; substantial interference with 
the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a significant 
habitat area; substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of animal or 
plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse impacts to natural resources” 
            In light of this clause, consider the following: 
            *The plan requires 37 acres of trees to be cut down. 
            * 8 acres of wetlands will be covered with solar panels.  According to Jean P. Foley, 
Biologist at the DEC Bureau of Habitat, Region 7 (Cortland), wetland studies are usually done 
later in May, when more hydrophytic vegetation has emerged and can be identified. This means 
there is a possibility the wetland acreage may be greater than the 8 acres identified by Tetra Tech 
on April 5 and April 10. 
            *Summer habitat of the northern long-eared bat (“NLEB”), a threatened species, 
will be removed. The Habitat and Aquatic Resources Reports by Tetra Tech were done on 2 
days (April 5 and 10) and covered the 160 acres that comprise both the Ellis Tract and Dryden 
Road Tracts. In this limited time and at this early season, it could not possibly have adequately 
scoped the area’s migratory and/or permanent wildlife and birdlife (including the threatened 
Northern Harrier, which has  been sited on Dodge Road). In fact, Tetra Tech notes in its report 
that New York State Natural Heritage Program (NYSNHP) records are not always up-to-date 
and that it has requested additional data from this agency as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). However, contrary to its claim that these data requests are documented in 
Attachment B, there is no such documentation in the online application.  
            If one of these actions, in and of itself, doesn’t seem “significant”, the SEQR regulations 
also state that the following should be considered: xi) changes in two or more elements of the 
environment, no one of which has a significant impact on the environment, but when considered 
together result in a substantial adverse impact on the environment;  
Additional elements that add up to “significant impact”: 
            *The Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SWPPP) cannot be protective of the 
site’s ecology because it is based on erroneous information. On page 4, it states: “The proposed 
PV arrays will not be built within the delineated wetland boundaries”. This is in direct 
contradiction to the site plan drawings, which show arrays in the wetlands and to information in 
the Long Environmental Assessment Form (LEAF), page 4. 



            *The LEAF also provides unreliable protection of the site’s environment. It states, on 
page 4,  “Based on definitions from the US Army Corps of Engineers, it can pursue installation 
of earth screws in this (wetlands) area.” Yet the SWPPP indicates this may not be possible: “The 
design engineers on the project prefer an earth-screw-supported foundation solution. However, 
as a full geotechnical investigation has not been completed, the Project may require a series of 
foundations solutions based on actual ground conditions.” 
            *The Environmental Site Assessment states clearly “Due to the limited timeframe 
available to conduct this assessment, not all responses have been received from Freedom of 
Information Law (FOIL) requests.” 
            SEQR regulations also include, as grounds for a positive determination “(v) the 
impairment of the character or quality of important historical, archeological, architectural, or 
aesthetic resources or of existing community or neighborhood character; “ 
      The Board has, in its public record, an abundance of letters from citizens stating that the Ellis 
Tract project will harm the character of our neighborhood, destroying its viewscapes, aesthetic 
qualities and natural beauty.  The mitigations of these deleterious effects are likely inadequate 
for 2 reasons: 
            *The Visual Impact Statement states the plantings of the vegetative screen will be “less 
than eight feet tall at planting.” This could be 1 foot. The application lacks a clear, binding 
contract to insure the proper size of trees at installation as well as proper tree care, maintenance 
and replacement (in the event of a failure to thrive). If the Town of Dryden does not insist on 
contracts that guarantee the size and maintenance of the vegetative screen, many of us who live 
nearby will likely be deceased before the adverse impact on the view shed will be mitigated. 
            *The Visual Impact Statement contained NO simulated views, only two line of sight 
evaluations from two homes. There were none from the upper floors of these homes, none from 
neighboring homes and none from Dodge Road (which is a de facto community meeting place 
for our neighborhood). Its data is scarce, which makes its determination unreliable. 
            The SEQR regulations also state, as reason for a positive declaration: (viii) a substantial 
change in the use, or intensity of use, of land including agricultural, open space or recreational 
resources, or in its capacity to support existing uses…”   
            Besides the general fact that over 160 acres in Dryden will see a  “substantial change in 
use,” there is this specific: 
            *50 acres of prime farmlands (those with “highly productive soils”) will be covered 
with solar panels. Although the new Dryden Solar Law is written in such a way that there is just 
about an exception to any rule, it does state : “Ground-Mounted Large-Scale Solar Energy 
Systems shall not be located in …Prime farmland soils as identified by the USDA-NRCS or 
alternative available resource.” 
            Instead of being done right, this project is being done fast. It is taking a very good thing, 
solar energy, and demonstrating how it can be done very badly. 
            I believe with more proactive creativity, Dryden and its residents could have its cake and 
eat it too.  A smaller group of arrays-- 2 or 3 MWs --on Dodge Road—wouldn’t be in our 
neighbors front yards and the developers wouldn’t have to invade wetlands or cut down football 
fields worth of forest.  To make it affordable, Cornell could reduce the cost of its land lease, the 
County/IDA could reduce its Pilot payments. NYSEG might even be more open to price 
negotiation if the scale was reduced. (Why? According to the Industrial Development Agency, 
Dryden already has too much cheap electricity and this project forces NYSEG to buy an excess). 



             With care and ingenuity, our town’s natural beauty can survive while reducing our 
dependence on fossil fuels at the same time. This project does not achieve this balance—instead 
it risks ruining our neighborhood and natural environment for generations to come. Like so many 
of my neighbors, I am a registered Democrat who is Pro-Solar. I am just against the scope and 
short-sightedness of this project. 
 Janis Graham 
1150 Ellis Hollow Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 

 



  
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Sue Greene [   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:24 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: NO SOLAR PANELS NEAR CEMETERY!! 
 
Please vote NO on the proposed solar panels near the Willow Glen Cemetery!   It 
would be a disgrace to all whom are buried there, not to mention those, like 
myself who go often to visit my family & friends buried there.  I implore you to 
vote NO & tell them to find other land!! 
 
Thank you, 
Sue Greene 
Groton, NY 
 

 
 



   
From: Sue Greene [  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:17 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Please Vote NO on the Solar Panels 
 
Please vote NO to the Solar Panel project!  My Parents, Grandparents, Great Aunts & Uncles and many 
close family friends are buried in the Willow Glen Cemetery.  I do not want to go and visit all of them with 
solar panels in the background, nor do I want to be there during any construction of them!!    
 
PLEASE VOTE NO!!   WE DO NOT WANT THEM ANYWHERE NEAR THAT CEMETERY!  
 
I am sure there is more than enough land around the area, that someone is need of the $$ that they can 
be put on their land!!  
 
Thanks and have a great day!  
 
Sue Greene | Notes Administrator  
INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGIES ENGINEERING  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

 



  
Subject: Property North of Willow Glenn Cemetery 
 
Town Board of Dryden: 
 
I'm writing to beg you not to go through with the proposed solar project and cell tower plans for 
the North of the property at Willow Glenn Cemetery. 
 
That cemetery has been the burial place of our loved ones for many decades.  I have never seen a 
more beautiful place. Please don't let these corporations come in and do this near this sacred 
place.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Correna and Joe Grogan 
 
 
--  
Correna Grogan  

 

 
 

 



   

Dear Planning board' 
I oppose the industrial solar project and  Cell tower placement near Willow Glen  
Cemetery. For generations people have chosen the rural location of Willow Glen as 
their final place. There are many urban  choices available  (being within our 
area's city,town or village)  . By building such projects close to the cemetery 
Willow Glen loses its rural feel. 
Thanks for your time, 
Leonard Hammond 

 



   
 
Subject: Solar 
 
I'm writing to you as a concerned residents of Tompkins County. Solar in Dryden will free 
thousands from fossil fuel dependency and aid in international efforts to curb climate change. 
Please support this initiative!  
 
 
 
Christopher Hanna  

 

 



       
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
I am a friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery. My Parents, Grandparents and other 
relatives are buried there. I OPPOSE  the solar project and the cell tower 
project. The cemetery is a sacred place and the view to the North and East should 
remain in the natural rural setting that has existed for the last several hundred 
years.  Again...I oppose the solar installation and the cell tower construction. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Kathleen Sovocool Harrison 
 



  

From: Sara Hess  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 4:57 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: comments about the Solar projects 
 
Please forward my comments to the members of the Planning Board and the Town Board.  
Thanks. 
 

April 26, 2017 

  

Dear members of the Dryden Town Board: 

  

I wake up every morning concerned about the future of our planet.  I am 
writing in support of approving the two proposed large scale solar arrays.  
Distributed Sun has been open to looking at the problems posed by 
neighbors of the project and others who are in opposition.  Distributed Sun 
has made many modifications to protect viewsheds by moving the setbacks 
and adding horticultural screening.  They have changed the fencing to 
make it more attractive and natural to the setting and added wildlife 
corridors.   

  

The most important reason to approve the project to me is the moral 
imperative to use our resources – including our land – for the common 
good of our children and generations to follow.  Of all the ways we know 
now of creating energy for electricity, solar is the cleanest, the quietest, and 
produces no toxic emissions into the air we breath. 

 

Although I do not reside in Dryden, I see important financial as well as 
climate benefits to the town and the school district.  I understand the taxes 
are being negotiated in a PILOT agreement.  The amount I heard was 
$8,000/MW, or $232,000 payment in year one.  Without knowing the terms, 
that could mean over $150,000 for Dryden School District, and over 



$20,000 for Town of Dryden, fire and ambulance. Payments would increase 
in each subsequent year. 

  

Temperature rise is occurring far more quickly than was predicted by 
science models of 5 or 10 years ago.  Erratic weather patterns affect our 
local orchards, wineries, and the agricultural economy here in central NY 
and elsewhere.  Moving from fossil fuels to low-carbon energy sources is of 
utmost importance.  That switch must happen in every community, as 
quickly as possible.  Please support these solar projects and know that 
Dryden is part of the solution as we try to protect all living things. 

  

Sincerely, 

Sara Hess 

124 Westfield Drive 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

     
 

 



     

Subject: Industrial Sized Solar Project  
 

Town of Dryden Planning Board Members, 
My husband and I are not Dryden residents,  however,  we have plots in the beautiful Willow 
Glen Cemetery on Dryden Rd where the planned Industrial Sized Solar Project is proposed. My 
entire family from grandparents, aunts, uncles, sister, and brother now rest here also.   
I speak for myself, my husband and the many  people that thought they were going to be in a 
quiet peaceful spot.  We oppose the project and ask the Town of Dryden Planning Board 
Members to ask yourselves "Would I be happy knowing I'm laid to rest in a cemetery next to 
such a project?"  If your answers are "Yes."  I pray for your eternal peace. 
Mary and Earl Hotchkin  

 



  
Subject: Solar project 
 
Town Board members, 
 
I recently have heard about the proposed Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
next to Willow Glen Cemetery.  
 
As a lot owner myself and with dear family members already laid to rest there,  I 
definitely OPPOSE these two projects.  
 
This peaceful, tranquil setting would be ruined by such construction and I urge 
you NOT to vote in favor of it.  
 
Thank you, 
Susan Ingalls 
 
 
  

 



    
Subject: proposed solar & tower project 
 
I am apposed to the cell tower and solar panel project proposed for the area of the Willow Glen 
Cemetery. 
 It should be left a place of solitude and beauty. Man made objects of technology have NO place near this 
setting. My parents and in laws are here because it is nice setting and very natural. This proposed build 
would detract from it greatly! 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
George and Beatrice Ingalls 
 



 

Jackson 4-30-17 
 
From: judyinthesky1999 [  
Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 12:21 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: RE:industrialized solar project 
 
 
I oppose the solar project. I have a husband buried there and would hate to see Willow Glen 
cemetary overshadowed by the project. The cemetary is a beautiful pastoral place that I look 
forward going to and should remain so. 
 Thank you 
Judith A Jackson 
 

 



   
4/20/17 
Written Comments to Dryden Town Board Business Meeting 
By Katie Quinn-Jacobs 
First, on behalf of our team at MOF, I would like to thank the board for its support for the 
air 
quality monitoring and health study projects we have begun in Ellis Hollow. Your 
assistance is 
much appreciated. 
I am here tonight to follow up on the comments I made last month regarding regulatory 
issues 
surrounding the operations at the Borger natural gas compressor station. 
While we understand that the facility has existed in Ellis Hollow for decades, it is not a 
static 
element within our community. There has been a steady stream of enhancements and 
expansions dating back to the early 80s. 
Currently, Borger has been approved by FERC to emit up to 100,000 more tons of 
emissions per 
year into the air we breathe. And as part of Dominion's New Market project, Borger will 
be 
pushing an increased volume of gas at higher pressures through 50-year-old pipe. 
Additionally, 
there are five unremediated toxic spills that have not been cleaned up to NYS DEC 
standards. 
While our county is lauded as a leader in NYS regarding reducing the use of fossil fuels, 
our 
corner of Tompkins County is expected to absorb the increasing externalities associated 
with this 
industrial facility in our community. 
We want this dynamic to end. 
We want the full impact of Borger 's operations to be taken into account. 
We want the same level of scrutiny applied to Borger that is on display at these town 
board 
meetings for other development efforts in the township. 
We want the protections of the town’s comprehensive plan and the zoning codes, 
including the 
Special Use Permit process to be applied to the Borger Station as it was in the 1980's. 
To this end, we want to know what legal recourse is available in order to make a course 
correction in how Borger is regulated locally? For example, would Home Rule apply to 
this 
situation as it did with fracking? 



Jacobsen 4-28-17 
 
From: David Jacobsen [   
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 11:16 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Proposed Solar Project 
 

To whom it may concern, 
My family owns a lot in the Willow Glen Cemetery. It is the final resting 
place for my parents William and Dorothy Deming. It was selected for 
several reasons. The natural setting provides comfort and peace for those 
who visit to pray and remember.  The site overlooks the Dryden Central 
High School and Tompkins /Cortland Community College in which my 
father played instrumental roles. My father was an educational leader in 
the community for many years. The site was selected for this natural 
proximity to his legacy. 
I am opposed to the solar installation and cell tower construction. The 
creation of the project defiles the memory of my loved ones and I am 
sure of other families as well. 
With respect, 
Kathryn Deming Jacobsen 
 
 



     
  
Subject: I support solar.  
 
Hello Dryden Town Board,  
 
I’m writing to share that I am in support of solar in Tompkins County – its absolutely crucial that 
we adopt as much development of solar possible so as to curb our carbon emissions & so that our 
children have a safe, inhabitable planet to live on.  
 
Happy to expand upon this topic if it’s at all helpful! 
 
Thanks,  
Sarah 
 
—   
Sarah J. Kelsen 
Marketing, Renovus Solar 
1520 Trumansburg 

 
 

 



  
From: Buzz Lavine   
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 12:38 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Proposed solar farm land had been leased for fracking - Revised 

 

                        Please forward this to all Town Board Members.  This is a better copy of what I turned in at 
the public hearing last night. 

 

Thanks, 

Buzz Lavine 

  

 

A different perspective on Willow Glen Cemetery: Needed 
food for thought 

Brad Perkins has done a wonderful job of managing the 
cemetery for many years, and of course he wants to 
keep all the adjacent lands in low impact agriculture. 
 I’m sure he’s now wishing the cemetery could have 
purchased those lands in the past.  That’s the surest 
way to control their use.  If I were in his shoes today, I 
too would be fighting the solar farm proposal just as he 
is.  But that doesn’t mean that denying the solar farm is 
the best choice for the town. 

 



Of course cemetery association members want bucolic 
lands around Willow Glen Cemetery.  That’s 
understandable.  But keep in mind that what’s 
beneficial protection for some landowners isn’t 
necessarily beneficial for the Town.  Moreover, 
neighboring private landowners owners have a big say 
in the matter.  Just 10 years ago the same parcel now 
being considered for solar panels was leased for 
fracking

 

 , a heavy industrial use that truly would have 
disrupted -- including major fencing, major caravans of 
huge trucks, major noise and lights 24 hrs a day, likely 
water pollution, compacted and polluted the 
soils, definitely heavily increasing global warming -- and 
be left much in that condition very long term.  By 
comparison, solar panels are benign, low impact, help 
us avoid global warming, and are removable, leaving 
the land for our kids and grandkids as usable for 
agriculture in the future as it is today.  Think about it. 

Also think about how the Town should go about 
managing land use.  The recent history of land use 
management in the Town has been based on hard 



headed realism.  The decision to ban fracking wasn’t 
just about tree hugging environmental protection.  It 
was based on a hard headed, forward looking realism 
which we can now see has been proved correct.  Look 
at Pennsylvania, North Dakota etc and see the 
despoliation left behind in the fracked communities.  
They went from high boom times to, now very low bust 
times, with their lands despoiled for future 
generations.  The decision here today should be made 
with the same hard headed realism we used then, 
looking out for our kids' and grandkids’ future.  Their 
future depends on our developing lots of solar right 
now, without delay; and these few sites are essentially 
all that are usable to do that.  The developer has been 
extremely responsive to residents concerns, and the 
Town should be extremely responsive to our kids' and 
grandkids' needs.  We should continue to be forward 
looking and approve these solar farm proposals now. 
 

 

 



  
From:  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:06 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: notes for solar 
 
Hi Bambi 
 
I am sorry I did not have a tidy set of notes to give you, post chat, so am sending you a 
proper set (complete, unlike my comments last night) for the record Thank you for the 
opportunity to make myself heard! 
 
My name is Ann Leonard, I live on Hammond Hill, in the middle of Hammond Hill State 
Forest. My husband and I have three sons all of who live here in the town of Dryden 
with their wives and our 8 grandchildren. In addition to our entire family living here, my 
husband and I built and own 10 duplex apartment building all in the Town of Dryden. I 
feel I have somewhat of an outsize stake in seeing to it that our kids and our rental 
families have a healthy world to live and grow up in! I believe that starts with using 
renewable sources of energy that are available to us today. 
 
My family has a 15 kw solar array which we had installed in 2015 by Taitum 
Engineering. For those who are unfamiliar with size, just think "large." It completely 
powers the energy needs of our family of seven. We initially thought the payback period 
would be about ten years, it looks currently like it will be more like 5 years. It feels 
fantastic not to be relying on coal fired or nuclear plants for our electricity anymore. It 
feels great to be a part of the solution, not a part of the problem! 
 
What our solar array does NOT do is: 
1) ruin the view... quite the contrary, we more often hear how great it is to see it there, 
knowing it is helping the planet. Since we allow people to recreate across our lands, it is 
seen by a great many people. 
2) pollute our water or our air 
3) blow up our well (thank goodness, as the kids' sandbox is right next to the well!) 
4) require our neighbors to allow a pipeline through their front yards 
5) generate a single negative comment 
 
Actually the only comments we have gotten is Wow that's great I wish I could do the 
same, but the roof is not right, the space is too small, or I rent. These people should 
have access to the same positives that we enjoy, and that I why I feel a solar project like 
the one proposed fills a very real need.  
 
The grass grows under the array, (what a great place for sheep to graze! such a great 
idea) the wildlife doesn't find it scary at all, it makes no noise, it does not pollute, there 
are no unpleasant disturbances. In fact it makes a lovely QUIET peaceful neighbor.   
 
thank you 
Ann Leonard 





      

Respected Dryden Planning Board Members and Town Board Members, we thank you for the 
opportunity to share our concerns for the ambience of the surroundings of the Willow Glen 
Cemetery on Dryden Road where our relative Joseph McGraw was interred in the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty four. 

Joseph McGraw was the father of John McGraw - a co-founder of Cornell University there in 
nearby Ithaca, and many may want to visit those times with perhaps spiritual reflection 
without commercial intrusions. 

Can we not find, in the 7.2 million acres of farm land in New York State, another site to 
locate fields of sun-blinding solar panels? Thank you much, Brad Perkins.  

Willow Glen Cemetery friend, Thomas McGraw 

 



 



    
Subject: comment on proposal to build solar farms 
 
To whom it concerns - Aka ALL OF US!   I am writing to thank Dryden, once again, for being 
on the leading edge of working to convert our towns 'life blood' energy sources to renewables!  I 
am so proud of our town, our board and my neighbors for thinking outside the box and 
considering allowing a solar project of this heft to be investigated, encouraged and built!  If we 
can successfully keep the fracking privateers out of our borders - we can, and should, allow the 
solar purveyors in!   
I applaud all of the potential neighbors to the proposed sites who came out and thoughtfully put 
forth their concerns to both these projects- giving solid and critical feedback re the potential 
impacts on their lives and property values.  I also applaud the board and the builder, 
Consolidated Sun, for responding solidly and thoughtfully to these folks concerns.  It seems that 
on all sides of the project people have maintained their sanity and their dignity and not stooped 
to the usual backbiting that generally dogs the heels of projects like these.  I sense a baseline 
collaborative spirit here! 
The reality that potentially 7500 Dryden households could be supplied with clean, renewable 
energy is phenomenal.  Solar is becoming, not only financially feasible, but clearly the only sane 
way to proceed in building up our infrastructure as we grow our town. It's safe, environmentally 
friendly, renewable, and something to be proud of, a move that will put Dryden on the map once 
again, only this time round for a positive, proactive reason, not because we were able to 
prevent disaster before it settled down amongst us and poisoned our lives.   
So I extend my thanks and appreciation again to the efforts of ALL who have been working 
tirelessly to bring this project home - from the proposal stages thru to the fine-tuning efforts.  Im 
writing to encourage the board to approve the projects - to move ahead of the curve, once again - 
to step out and be a leader in reducing our impact on the delicate atmospheres that support all 
life, in all of its spectacularity.  
 
Thank you, 
Jane Meader 
59 Palmear Rd 
Freeville NY 

 



    
Subject: Solar Farm on Dodge Rd. 
 

To Dryden Town Board 

Dear Town Board, 
   I have reviewed the application from Distributed Sun and have several comments on the Dodge 
Rd site. 

1.  In section #7, page 10, c. 
        The question asked is "Is this site used for public recreation" ?  The answer is completely 
inadequate.  Dodge Road is used for many purposes by the public . To name a few:  walking, 
cross country skiing, bird  watching,  bike riding, dog walking, hunting, viewing sunsets, 
watching wildlife, meeting neighbors, etc.  In short , it is used as a public park, the only area in 
walking distance for most local residents for use in these ways. 

2.  In section #7, page 12, m. 
        The question asks " What is the predominant wildlife?". The answer is very incomplete , 
and to the local residents, laughable! 
(Please see the list of species of mammals and birds submitted to the town board by Gin and Nari 
Mistry on March 16, 2017.) 

3.  In section #7, page 12 , n. 
        The question asks if this site supports a significant natural community.  Their answer "No" 
is a shameful misrepresentation of the area.  Over 20 species of mammals including bobcats, 
coyotes, weasels, etc and over 80 species of birds are regularly seen on Dodge Rd. 

4.  In section #7, page 12, o. 
        The question "Are there endangered or threatened species on this site?  This needs to be 
looked at more carefully.  Both the Bald Eagle, and the Northern Harrier are seen on Dodge Rd. 

5.  In section #7, page 12, p. 
        The question asks if there are species "of special concern " on  this site?  The following 
birds are seen on Dodge Rd:  Osprey, Sharpshinned hawk, Coopers hawk, and Horned lark.  To 
know if any of these birds are nesting in this area a study during the months of April, May, and 
June needs to be done. 

     I would hope that the board would consider these comments and take the time to carefully 
consider if Dodge Road is a proper site for this huge industrial project. 

Gin Mistry 
Ellis Hollow Rd. 

 



April 15, 2017 
 
Dear Dryden Town Board Member and Planning Board Member –  I am to reaching out to 

express my support for Cornell’s efforts to expand its solar power capabilities through its joint 
effort with a commercial solar developer.  Before I get to my main point, I would like to back up 
just a bit with a related story.  I went to a Town Hall meeting held in downtown Ithaca about 
three weeks ago where Cornell presented its Climate Action Plan to the local community.  
Cornell fielded a large panel of its faculty experts to explain the climate action plan and to 
answer questions from concerned community members.  I was a member of the audience, but I 
work at Cornell and I know most of the panel members personally.  As I sat there, I was struck 
by this sense of two watching strangers from different sides of the planet sitting in the room 
trying to understand each other.  At the end of the discussion I walked up to the Cornell person 
who organized the panel and suggested that the next time Cornell holds a panel like this, the 
panel members should tell the audience where they live and where their children go to school 
so that it would become apparent that the two groups are not from the opposite sides of the 
planet, but rather that they all live right here in Ithaca and nearby towns.  I am a Senior 
Lecturer at Cornell, but I live on Etna Road in the Town of Dryden. I have two dogs that I take 
for walks every day through the large open fields behind my house. I like hiking up at Hammond 
Hill.  My favorite State Park is Upper Treman.  My best friends live over on Bone Plain Road. I 
am a full and complete member of the Dryden Community – This is my home.  But I am also an 
oceanographer that uses orbiting satellites to study the ocean at global scales. I also teach a lot 
of student on the topic of global climate change so I am very aware of the need to rapidly 
transition to a renewable energy world.  I think most thoughtful people understand that there 
is such a thing as human-caused climate change, but I also think that many of these same 
people don’t appreciate how just rapidly changes are coming – large climate change impacts 
are no longer measured in terms of end-of-the-century, but rather a matter of a couple of 
decades.  

 
The United Nations COP-21 Consensus Statement signed in Paris in 2015 by every single 

leader of every single nation on this earth declared that we should not allow the earth to warm 
beyond 2 ˚C relative to the preindustrial level and that to meet this goal we must take the 
entire global energy systems to zero emissions by mid-century.  Think about this for a minute – 
every leader of every nation on this earth recognizes that we have to take the world to zero 
emission by mid-century!  Both Tompkins County and New York State also recognize the need 
for a rapid transition to zero renewable energy and have pledged strong reductions in carbon 
emissions by 2050 or sooner.   

 
The train has left the station and transition is now underway.  My Town of Dryden has a 

unique opportunity to take advantage of Cornell’s strong national leadership in its plans to 
bring the campus to zero emissions by 2035.  Lots of universities across the nation have paid lip 
service to the need to get their campus to zero carbon emissions, but Cornell is one of the first 
in the nation to draw up concrete actionable plans to get its campus to zero.  The show of 
courage and strong leadership on this issue is truly remarkable.  And my Town of Dryden now 
has a chance to piggyback on this great effort and move my town toward a renewable energy 



future.  I urge you to seize this unique opportunity and work with Cornell to take my Town of 
Dryden into a renewable energy future.  Very few small community are blessed with such an 
opportunity.  This is not about helping Cornell succeed, it about helping my Town of Dryden 
succeed! 

 
I’ll end this rather lengthy note with something I pass along to the students in my class 

when I discuss climate change and the vital need to transition quickly zero carbon emissions.  
Because the CO2 we put into the atmosphere (minus 50% removed by land and ocean) stays in 
the atmosphere for 10,000 years (forever essentially), there has always been a fixed limit to the 
total amount of CO2 that can be emitted before we cross the 2.0 ˚C warming threshold. We 
started approaching that limit the very first day we began clearing forests for farming 5,000 
years ago and accelerated the approach to this limit with the very first internal combustion 
engine.  Past generations over this 5,000-year period have brought us to a critical decision point 
in human history, with precious little room for indecision.  We will cross the allowable CO2 limit 
and raise global average temperatures above 2 ˚C warming threshold in less than 30 years at 
current rates of emission.  So, it falls on this generation to decide if humanity crosses this vital 
warming threshold — and once crossed, there is no going back.   Our generation’s decision to 
cross or not cross the CO2

 

 limit will affect the lives of all the people on this earth for the next 
10,000 years - basically for the rest of human history.  This is the fate our generation is called 
upon to face.  Of all the generations that have ever existed on this earth, we are the generation 
that will decide humanities fate.  

Every so often a generation gets called upon to do something extraordinary. In 1940, a 
generation was asked to rise up and save the world from fascism.  The current generation is 
now being called upon to do something even more extraordinary: Transition the entire global 
energy system to zero carbon emissions by mid-century to save all of humanity.  Please keep 
this in mind when making any future decisions concerning renewable energy. I urge you to rise 
up to the challenge asked of this generation and allow my Town of Dryden to be celebrated as 
extraordinary for its recognition of the need to transition to renewable energy and for its 
courage to move my town forward to a much better world.  And a world that is fair an 
respectful to all future generations. 
 
Kind Regards 
Bruce Monger 
Etna Road 

 
 
 
 
 



Moraleda 4-26-17 
 
 
From: Mark Moraleda [   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 4:27 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Re: Supporting The Solar Project 
 
Dear Dryden Town Council, 
 
We are members of the New Roots Student Advocacy Alliance (SAA) and want to express our 
support for the solar project  in Dryden.  We understand that the project will free 7500 homes 
from fossil fuel dependency.  This is so exciting as fossil fuels are a major source of pollution as 
well as being non-renewable.  The project will also provide Ithaca School District and the 
Dryden School District with tax revenue which is sorely needed and will help fund our 
education!  We are so in need of local governments to be the advocates for combating climate 
change because we are seeing no such response from the federal government at this time! We 
of the Student Advocacy Alliance would like to offer our support in any way towards projects and 
initiatives that would support our mission of fighting climate change, racism sexism and 
homophobia and promoting youth advocacy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Moraleda 
 
Proud Member/Supporter of the Student Advocacy Alliance 
 

 



        
Subject: To Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 
 
This is to encourage you, strongly, to reject the proposals to build a solar farm and cell tower 
next to the Willow Glen cemetery. 
  
The peacefulness and scenic beauty of this cemetery were important reasons why my father, the 
late Dryden Mayor A. Bradford Morgan, chose this cemetery for his and my mother’s resting 
place. They were also factors in my deciding to bury my wife there, with my name already 
carved into the stone next to hers. 
  
I recognize the day may come when it is decided to fill the land surrounding this cemetery with 
housing, and that is acceptable to me.  Surrounding it with a solar farm and cell tower is not. 
What next?  Approve a Walmart between  the Methodist and Presbyterian churches? 
  
Approving these projects will be a huge disservice to the people who have chosen to be buried 
there and to their living and future descendants. At age 71, I knew many of the people who are 
now buried there.  I suspect each of you does too.  I know how much they contributed to our 
township communities.  I believe they deserve much better from the Planning Board.  I honestly 
can’t think of anything the owners of these projects deserve from you other than taking the time 
to review their proposals and then vote in a way that reflects the wishes and best interest of 
township residents. 
  
Surely there is other land in the Dryden township that would work just as well for these projects, 
but be far less harmful to former and current township residents.  Are there any significant 
benefits to current or future township residents from approving these projects in their proposed 
location? 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Brad Morgan 
  
11201 Landmark Court 
Denton, TX 76207 
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From:  
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 8:41 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: please forward to Town board and Planning board.

Dear Board members,
 
I write to support Distributed Sun's proposed solar installation on lands in Dryden. In order to support our goals 
of carbon emission reductions, fossil fuel infrastructure reduction, and increased renewable energy it is 
important that we go forward with these projects. Increased town, school district, and county revenues are a 
plus, as is the availability of locally produced solar energy for renters and homeowners without means of 
putting solar panels on their roofs.
 
Thanks for continuing Dryden's leadership in energy issues.

Rebecca Mosher
9 Ringwood Ct. W.
Ithaca, NY 14850



  
  
Subject: Opposition to Dryden solar project 
 
 Dear Mr. Leifer: 
  
  I am sending this letter directly to you as I got a response that the Town Clerk is out 
until 4/27 and want to be sure my opinion is heard. 
  
I am a very enthusiastic supporter of solar.  I look forward to having as many solar 
panels as possible in my own back yard, and/or participating in true community solar 
projects.  
  
 I am however very opposed to the large scale solar project in the town of Dryden. 
   
 I think we all have to be very careful about what we throw under the bus when we 
engage in a hypnotic mantra of solar at any cost, and in any place.  The proposed 
locations are not appropriate for this project and will destroy areas of significant value to 
our community. 
  
  I thought I lived in a community that places a high value on preserving, protecting, and 
maintaining wetlands, forests, wildlife, areas of biodiversity, scenic beauty, and historic 
landmarks, not to mention preserving the property values of tax paying residents.  In 
fact, these things have been part of the rallying cries for past endeavors such as 
banning fracking.   What an odd turn of events this is.  I am quite dismayed, and frankly 
shocked at the direction this situation has taken.  All of a sudden, it appears to be fine to 
destroy these things. It feels hypocritical and wrong to me. 
  
  Dodge Road is a beautiful and remarkable area, as is the whole quadrant of 
Stevenson, Dodge, Turkey hill and Game Farm roads.  Hundreds of people including 
myself use the area on a weekly basis for walking, running, biking, bird and wildlife 
viewing, and a place to come with their families because it is so beautiful and unique.  I 
am amazed at the amount of diversity in plant, bird & animal life that is present. We 
need these types of areas and should protect them.   
  
Each year in April, over 1000 runners come from all over to participate in the Skunk 
Cabbage 10k & half Marathon races which are focused in the Stevenson, Dodge, & 
Turkey Hill Road areas.  They come for the scenic beauty along the course of the race. 
  
  I also think that the heartfelt feelings of Dryden residents about their cemetery should 
be taken very seriously.  It is clear that it is a very important part of their history and 
fabric of that community.  All you have to do is drive past it to see the great pride they 
take in it. 
  
  With all of the enthusiastic and smart people we have in this community that want to 
increase the use of solar, I have full confidence that we can find many other more 
appropriate sites to use for developing true community & individual solar projects.  For 



example, NYSEG has joined with Taitem engineering as a solar partner to develop one 
such program.  There will be more. In total, these could dwarf the output of solar energy 
from the large solar project that is proposed.  This would also keep it local, which has 
been another priority in this community. 
  
Thank you, 
Joleen Multari 
21 Hartwood Rd. 
Ithaca, NY 
Town of Dryden 
 



Multari 4-30-17 

From: Joleen Multari   
Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 2:58 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Possible endangered species in Ellis Tract area 
 
 April 30, 2017 
 
Subject : Possible endangered species in Ellis Tract Area 
 
Dear Ms. Avery: 
 
As per my conversation with you on Friday afternoon, please forward this letter to: 
 Town of Dryden Board Members 
 Town of Dryden Planning Board members & Ray Burger 
 TG Miller. P.C. 
 
Thank you, 
Joleen Multari 
Town of Dryden Resident 
 
    
    I read the April 26 letter from TG Miller to Supervisor Leifer that was posted on the 
Town of Dryden website. Under Ellis Tract,  #4 it states the following: 
 
 "Complete a field evaluation and submit an expanded Habitat Assessment and 
Preliminary Impact Determination Report to include any species of plant or animal that 
are listed by NYS as rare, or as species of special concern that have not previously 
been identified in NYSNHP records." 
 
 I have walked and run in the Ellis tract area on Dodge, Stevenson, and Turkey hill 
Roads on a weekly basis throughout the year for 12 years. In that time I have seen 
Trilliums in the Dodge Road area. I thought that perhaps they spread from the very 
large stand of Trilliums that are in the wooded area on the west side of Game Farm Rd. 
between Stevenson Rd and Rt. 366.   
 
  I mention this because there are a number of species of Trilliums listed on the 
Thomson Reuters WESTLAW publication of New York Codes, Rules and Regulations. I 
have attached a link to this below.  All of the Trilliums listed on this report are 
endangered species and are protected native plants pursuant to section 9-1503 of the 
Environmental Conservation Law. 
 
 Species of Trilliums are listed under subdivision (a), and subdivision (d) of this report. 
 Pictures  that I looked at of the species Trillium eretum from subdivision (d)  resemble 
the ones that I have seen in the dodge Road area. I thought that you would want to 
know about this. 



 
NYS Protected native plants 
View Document - New York Codes, Rules and Regulations 
 

 

View Document - New York 
Codes, Rules a...  

 
 
 
In addition, I happened to notice a lovely picture of Trilliums that resemble the Trillium 
Erectum that I mentioned above on the 2nd page, ( the acknowledgements page 
numbered as i) of the Tompkins County Scenic Resources Inventory.    Here is the 
link to that: 
 
http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/TCSRreportJan17.pdf 
 
 
Thank you, 
Joleen Multari 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I21efe775c22211ddb7c8fb397c5bd26b?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29&bhcp=1�
http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/TCSRreportJan17.pdf�


Multari, J  4-30-17 

 

From: Joleen Multari   
Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 1:18 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Please forward to Planning Board prior to 5/3 meeting 
 
Dear Town Clerk: 
 
  I was at the Planning Board meeting this past Thursday evening(4/27).  There was talk 
by planning board members regarding viewsheds.  This among other things lead them 
to scheduling a special meeting on Wed, 5/3 at 6:00. 
 
  Although I understand that they probably already have the following information, I 
would respectfully like to ask that you forward this to the Planning Board members and 
Ray Burger prior to the 5/3 meeting. 
 
 The information listed below is of special importance to the topic of the Ellis Tract and 
the proposed solar project there, as well as the discussion of viewsheds. It should be 
pertinent to this discussion because it was pointed out in the 4/26 letter by TG 
Miller(under Ellis tract, #5) that "based on the Tompkins County Scenic Resources 
Inventory, the Ellis Tract is located within a Noteworthy View" 
 
Below is the link to the Tompkins County Scenic Resources Inventory.  
 http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/TCSRreportJan17.pdf 
 
Also a link to:  Tompkins County, protecting our natural resources.  Tools to safeguard 
important scenic resources. A companion to the Tompkins County Scenic Resources 
Inventory. 
http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/ScenicResourcesProtectionDe
c2010_000.pdf 
 
 
On the cover of Tompkins County Scenic Resources Inventory are the words: 
 
 A comprehensive inventory of the most picturesque views in Tompkins County 
 
Under section 3.0, under "Noteworthy views" , on page 16, is a picture, with the 
following description below it: 
View N12 is found on Turkey Hill Road approximately 0.2 miles from its intersection with 
Stevenson Road in the Town of Dryden. The photograph is looking WSW and the view 
is approximately 135˚ wide.  
 
 
 

http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/TCSRreportJan17.pdf�
http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/ScenicResourcesProtectionDec2010_000.pdf�
http://tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/nri/documents/ScenicResourcesProtectionDec2010_000.pdf�


Thank you, 
Joleen Multari 
Town of Dryden Resident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Niziol 4-27-17 
 

From: msn56 [  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:02 AM 
To: Ray Burger 
Subject: Proposal for Both Sides of the Solar Issue 
 
Hello Mr. Burger : 

This is Dr. Niziol.  Although I don't live in the Town of Dryden my office is in the village and  I 
remain somewhat informed of happenings within the community. Recently, I see there is a lot of 
people upset over the proposed solar farm. I would like to offer a possible solution to some of the 
issue.  

I have a farm with about 70 acres of viable land for solar  ( 120 acres total)  south of Dryden.  It 
is on a dead end road on a plateau - south facing  mostly  fields and almost no one can see the 
land because of the way it is positioned. 

It could be used as a solar farm provided the infrastructure of appropriate power lines are near ( I 
have had one company advise me that they are and they are currently interested in doing a 20 
acre solar farm).  

I would like to offer that the solar firm examine my property and consider it for utilization. This 
would  take at least 70 acres out of view of the main living  corridors  of Dryden and place them 
in a remote are where they would have less impact.  

Thus we could still generate solar electricity, we could place the panels where they do not 
obstruct peoples view of nature  and as I am getting older and farming the land is becoming more 
difficult I could garnish an income for the property. Seems everyone is a winner ...  
 
In any case please do consider such . If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
email me or call me   ( cell but I dont carry it while seeing patients) or my wife's cell Teri at   

Doc Niziol  

 



     
Subject: Solar Project 
 
I am writing as a lot owner and friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery to state that I oppose 
construction of a solar farm and cell tower next to the cemetery as proposed.  I support the 
position that these areas around the cemetery should remain rural.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Marc Palumbo 
 



Statement in Opposition to the Distributed Sun Application for an 

Industrial Solar Development at 2150 Dryden Road, Town of Dryden, 

New York 

 

RE:  Local Law #1 for 1992 and SEQRA re: Distributed Sun Industrial Solar Site.  

 

 The Application of Distributed Sun for a 70 acre Industrial Solar Development Permit requires a 

Full and Complete Environmental Impact Statement under the New York State Environmental Review 

Act (SEQRA).   

 Local Law #1 of 1992 (a copy of which is attached) declares its Intent and Purpose in section #1 

thereof. 

 "a. The Town Board of the Town of Dryden finds that framing is an essential activity within the Town of 

 Dryden. "  and 

 "b. Farming, as defined herein, reinforces the special quality of life enjoyed by residents of the town, 

 provides the visual benefit of open space and generates economic benefits and social well-being with the 

 community.” 

 

 The Industrial Solar Development Project proposed by the Applicant would have the following 

adverse effects on the purposes and intent of Local Law #1 of 1992 and on the local community at large: 

 1.  There would be a loss of 70 acres of visual benefit of open space, to be replaced by 70 acres 

of industrial solar panels, substituting green space for metal and plastic and miles of fence. 

 2.  It would destroy for almost 40 years the farm land lying beneath these panels.  

 3.  If herbicides or pesticides are used to suppress plant life, the runoff will drain to a creek 

which runs into a protected stream.  

 4.  The project, by subdividing the property into five or six parcels each with its own access road, 

will fragment farmland and change the drainage patterns of the area.   

 5.  This Solar Industrial Development will alter the social well-being of the community by 

removing another 70 acres of farmland for Industrial Development. 

 6.  The 70 acre site is in an Agricultural District, and any change to industrial development 

requires a complete review concluding with an Environmental Impact Statement. 



 7.  The 70 acre industrial solar site degrades the special quality of life benefits enjoyed by the 

residents of the Town of Dryden.  This is especially true because the Industrial solar panels can be seen 

from the houses south of NYS Route 13, from NYS Route 13 itself, from houses in the neighborhood and 

from most anywhere in the Willow Glen Cemetery.  

 8. Nothing has been done to mitigate the above described losses including the loss of the 

beautiful and unique visual benefit of open space as seen from NYS Route 13 and the Willow Glen 

Cemetery.  

 

For these reasons and others, I oppose the Industrial Solar Project as currently proposed and ask 

that, until a complete and comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement is prepared, reviewed, been 

opened for public comment, and subsequent revision and acceptance by the Town Board, the 

application should be suspended.  

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Brad Perkins 

Dryden resident 

   



      

Dear Town Board and Planning Board Members, 
 
I am writing to say that I agree with the Planning Board that the proposed 
Evergreen PUD should not be approved.  The developers seem not to be aligned with 
the values of Dryden that the Town Board, the Planning Board and the public have 
communicated to them multiple times.  In particular, I think they have not 
proceeded in good faith to investigate the feasibility of not using natural gas 
to heat the units.  A new construction is the right time to move forward with 
non-fossil-fuel heating and cooling; other new developments in the area are 
installing electric heat pumps.  Dryden will soon have Community Solar right next 
door to this development at a discount from the regular NYSEG rates.  The refusal 
of the developer to find out what would really be entailed in using renewably-
sourced electric heating is disqualifying, in my opinion. The driveway, water and 
sewer, density and parking issues contribute to my sense that this development 
does not deserve the extra consideration of a PUD.  Other developers will offer 
plans that are more consistent with Dryden’s values. 
 
Thank you for your hard work on this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Pierpont 
   

 



    
From: Judith Pierpont  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 1:21 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Please forward my comment to TB and PB members--Thanks  
 

  

Comment to the Town Board and Planning Board re Solar Arrays 4/26/2017 

Judy Pierpont, 111 Pleasant Hollow Road, Freeville, NY 13068 

 

I think it is our responsibility to leave a livable world to our descendants.  My interest in 
supporting solar arrays in Dryden is solely to contribute to mitigating climate chaos.  Generating 
electricity without producing more CO2 is a direct way we can do this.  The panels are a benign 
type of development: They are silent, non-polluting, do not use precious water or burn fuel, do 
not increase traffic or the school population.  There is economic benefit to the landowner and the 
Town.  While there is still a chance to avoid the effects of climate change, Dryden is doing the 
right thing to encourage solar energy.     

 I want to connect up what I wish for the generations coming after us and what I believe my own 
parents and ancestors would want me to do in this situation.  My parents did all they could to 
make sure that I had the health, education and opportunity to live a decent life and they would 
want the same for their descendants.  

 My parents and ancestors are buried in a rural cemetery in the middle of a busy, once industrial 
city—Worcester MA.  I go there from time to time and appreciate that it is a peaceful, beautiful 
place, all the more so in that it is in view of the decommissioned factories that once sustained 
them.  Gathering with living relatives, we remember their love for the family, their striving for 
our benefit, whether they knew us or not, and their effort to make a livable world.  

 More than their own peaceful repose or the view from their plot, I think they would want to 
know that we are sustaining a livable world for those coming after them.  I do not want their 
striving and belief in the future to be in vain. 

Our generation’s biggest challenge is to sustain a viable future.  Climate change is happening 
already, and worse effects will be unavoidable if we don’t take action.  The effects are economic 
and health-related, as well as just plain hardship.  You can’t grow the food the population needs 
in conditions of drought, flood, extreme heat, irregular swings between heat and cold, or extreme 
weather events.  The breadbasket of the US is already in drought.  Food prices go up when it is 
harder to produce.  The end of cheap food will put pressure on people’s finances, on the whole 
economic system.  Without water or security, farmers will find it hard to stay in business. There 
is the possibility of collapse at some point.  In Syria, farming lands were covered in sand during 
years of drought; climate refugees from former farming communities first flooded Syrian cities, 



then with wars over resources, they started moving towards Europe.  Fish and animals do not 
thrive in warming habitats.  Neither do human beings.    

 The reason for solar panels is to try to offset the carbon load of burning fossil fuels that leads to 
warming.  I am honoring my ancestors by trying to cut CO2 emissions so that their descendants 
will have a chance to enjoy this world. 

  

 



Comments on Special Use Permit for Distributed Sun, LLC 
 
Dryden Town Board Members 
93 Main Street 
Dryden, NY 13053 
 
April 25, 2017 
 
Dear Dryden Town Board Members, 
 
I am writing to ask you to deny the Special Use Permit requested by Distributed Sun, LLC to construct Large-Scale 
Solar Energy Systems at two locations in your town. 
 
I ask that, despite the fact that I am an avid supporter of solar power and other forms of renewable energy. We built 
a super-insulated, passive solar house, use solar panels to heat our hot water, and have just completed installing a 
solar electric system that we expect will provide more electricity than we use in a year.  The company we worked 
with urged us to put the solar array in our field, but we felt that would interfere with views across the land and 
wildlife habitat, so we ended up with a more complex system on our roof. We do not regret this choice, as we place 
a high value on open space. 
 
I have lived in this area for 36 years and with great sadness have watched project after project whittle away at the 
undeveloped open and forested areas that make this such a wonderful place to live. Although each one may seem 
relatively small and unimportant, collectively they have taken a huge toll on the quality of our surroundings. I 
greatly value the lovely vistas along Dodge and Stevenson and Turkey Hill Roads, and putting this size 
development there would diminish tremendously the beauty of that area. With the planned expansion of East Hill, 
the expanding sprawl of Cornell’s agricultural and industrial parks, and the continual expansion of residential areas, 
beautiful open spaces are becoming scarce. For me, these changes have greatly decreased the quality of life I 
experience living here, and this project would add to that degradation. I also feel for local residents, as this size 
project would greatly change the nature of their neighborhood.  I cannot speak to the project along George Rd., as I 
am less familiar with that area. 
 
I think we need a master plan that would address how to keep sufficient open space and expansive vistas in our 
region. My perception is that municipalities are placing zero value on open space, and I believe that needs to 
change.  I would like to see development projects such as this one confined to areas that are already developed. I 
would like to see solar panels over every parking lot (shade and snow protection for cars would be side benefits), on 
the roof of every shopping mall, and on the roofs of every business and home that receive enough solar input to 
produce power. Once that has been achieved, then I might be ready for a conversation about whether or not this is a 
good use of open space, but until then, I don’t think residents should be asked to make that sacrifice.   
 
I realize that building on roofs and parking lots may be more complex and costly, but open space and wildlife 
habitat and quality of life are precious, perhaps invaluable, and I think we need to find a way to produce power 
without taking away what little we have left of the natural world.  
 
I fought hard against fracking in our region and throughout New York State. Although there were uncountable 
reasons to ban fracking, a huge factor for me was the industrialization of the landscape. I appreciate that solar 
power is beneficial and does not involve the noise, the massive contamination of air and water, or the economic 
hardships that result from fracking, and I appreciate the small changes the company has made in response to 
resident concerns. But these changes do not address the main issue, which is land use.  
 
The beneficial nature of this project should not give it a free ride to take up vast amounts of open land. We can do 
better than this! 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Sandy Podulka 
Brooktondale, NY 



   
Subject: Solar Array Farms  
 
Dear Dryden Town Board and Town of Dryden Planning Board Members,  
 
I am writing to express my opposition to the Solar Array Farms in the Town of 
Dryden in highly visible sites such as in community locations.  Our landscape 
makes the Town of Dryden one of the most beautiful spots in New York State.  This 
is why 
people from all over the world come to Central New York.      
 
Shirley Price, Account Clerk/Typist 

 
 

    
 

 



   
Dear Town of Dryden Planning Board Members and Town Board Members 
 
I am writing you on behalf of my two brothers ( William and Ira III ) and their families, we represent at least 
4 generations of Reeds and Griffins that lived their lives in the Dryden area and now laid to rest in Willow 
Glen. Our uncle Lou Petricola and his in laws are also buried there. My grandmother Elizabeth Griffin 
Reed (12/17/1891- 6/1/1985) was a teacher in Dryden's one room school house back in the day. I know 
she would be opposed

 

 to the solar project and cell tower proposed to be built behind/near Willow Glen 
and so I ask you in her memory to vote NO. 

Regards, 

Bob Reed 
Honorary Past President 
East Central Chapter North Florida PGA 
6 Woodland Circle 

 



 
 
 From: Aaron Rice  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 3:27 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden Solar Farm 
 
To Whom it May Concern- 

As a resident of the town of Dryden, I am writing to voice my ardent support for the solar farm 
off of Dodge Road. The opportunity to develop renewable energy for the town is an important 
step for sustainable energy for the town, allows for increased town revenue from taxes, and 
allows Dryden to take a leadership role in the critical efforts for renewable energy.  This is an 
important opportunity which may have positive consequences that last for decades to come. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
Aaron Rice 
30 Genung Circle 
 



Ripley 4-29-17 
 
From: Barbara Herr   
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 11:26 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Industrial Solar Projects + Verizon cell tower  
 
Dear Town of Dryden Planning Board Members, 
 
We are contacting you after recently receiving information of the proposed solar cell tower 
project, 
proposed for the farmland north of the Willow Glen Cemetery.  
It is our families belief that these would deter from the peace and solitude we wish for, while 
visiting our loved ones. 
 
Our preference would be to reject this project. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Ripley Family 
 
 

 



Rith 4-28-17 
 
From: Maude Rith  
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 7:19 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: I support solar in Dryden 
 
Dear Clerk Avery, 

I am a resident of Etna and fully support the solar project proposed in Dryden.  Please let us 
power our homes with renewable solar energy. Thank you for considering my request. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

Maude Rith 
540 Main St. 
Etna, NY 13062 

 



      
  
Subject: solar farm & cell tower 
 
It has come to our attention that the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members are considering 
a proposal to build an industrial sized solar project and a Verizon cell tower on land directly 
north of the Willow Glen Cemetery. Several members of our families are already buried at 
Willow Glen and we own a plot where we intend to be buried in the future. We object to this 
project on many levels, but mainly because it will destroy the beautiful rural, peaceful setting of 
the cemetery. 
  
As former Dryden residents, we might feel differently if there were some real benefits for the 
town. Since that does not seem to be the case, we sincerely hope that the Planning Board will 
vote against these proposals. I’m sure there are many other sites available that would be better 
suited to these projects. 
  
Robert and Mary Jane Robinson 
New Bern, NC 
 



           
It is appalling to me that the board would consider a solar eye soar in the town of dryden and 
near the cemetary. 
 
I have family in willow Glenn.  I see the ugly panels in Harford and can't help but shake my head 
at the eyesore the landscape is. 
 
There is no real benefit to the tax payers of Dryden, and I am a tax payer. 
 
Please do not put solar in our town or neighborhood.  
 
Patty Rockwell 
456 midline rd. 
Freeville NY  13068 
 
 











Russell 4-28-17 
 
From: Kathy Russell [   
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 1:05 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: My Neptune Fire Hall Statement supporting solar projects 
 

Please share the following with the Dryden Town Board and the Planning Board. Thanks so 
much! 

 

 

Neptune Fire hall Statement Supporting solar panels at Dryden Rd. and Ellis Hollow 
Kathryn Russell  

434 Snyder Hill Road (for 20 yrs.) 

Ithaca, NY 

  

I am organizer for the Tompkins County Workers’ Center. In an important way, I see this 
debate over the solar arrays as a labor issue. Climate change is not only effecting the 
environment. With many fits and starts, the labor force is shifting to a renewable energy 
economy. We need to plan for a just transition for workers and communities. 

  

The U.S. solar industry employed 260,077 workers last year, a nearly 25% increase in the 
number of jobs from 2015. That jump was largely driven by a massive increase in solar 
panel installations like the ones planned in Dryden. Solar industry employment growth 
outpaced that of the overall U.S. economy by 17 times[i] 

  

This project would provide 200 jobs. I ask the Dryden Town Board to insist that Distributed 
Solar use a unionized, local workforce. Many of us in the labor movement want good, clean 
energy jobs, jobs we feel good about and that are lodged in the future rather than in the 
outmoded fossil fuel paradigm from the last centuries.   

  

I’d also like to address the issue of the cemetery: 

When we consider our ancestors, those who came before us, we must also consider our 
descendants. Graveyards are a symbol of our past, one we must honor and respect.  Putting 
that past in motion, however, we see that it of necessity moves through time to the future. 



This trajectory tells us that our veneration must also look forward. I see solar panels as a 
symbol of that future.  

  

I am also a member of Mothers Out Front, and I have 6 grandchildren—3 of them 
teenagers. They know about global warming and climate change; they also know I am 
working hard through activism to create local solutions. I want to protect them. The best I 
can do is to give them hope by showing how citizens and local officials are moving our 
country toward renewable energy solutions. 

  

I’ve been proud to show my family the solar panels on our own property. During 2016 our 
panels generated 8,509 kilowatt hours of electricity, and we have reduced our energy costs 
substantially. We are eager for others in Dryden to benefit from solar energy if, unlike us, 
they do not have a sunny location to locate their own solar system.  

  

My mother lived until 104. She was an Iowa farm girl, a pragmatist from the heartland. She 
wanted realistic, practical solutions to problems. These solar panels will produce an actual 
impact in reducing Tompkins County’s carbon footprint, and they will be a visible, practical 
demonstration of the viability of renewable energy. We have the land, the developer, the 
necessary interconnections from NYSEG and a willing sponsor, Cornell. Let’s bring them 
together and show that Dryden can do it! We can once again be the “little town that 
could”[ii] like we were in banning fracking.  

  

  

 
 

 
[i] http://fortune.com/2017/02/07/us-solar-jobs-2016/ 

 Kirsten Korosec Feb 07, 2017        This rise in installations was caused by a rapid decrease 
in the cost of solar panels and unprecedented consumer demand, according to The Solar 
Foundation, as reported in fortune.com. Also:  

•  One out of every 50 new U.S. jobs was in the solar industry. 

• as it increased by over 51,000 jobs, for a total of 260,077 U.S. solar workers. 

•  The number of solar jobs increased in 44 of the 50 states in 2016. 

http://fortune.com/2017/02/07/us-solar-jobs-2016/�
http://fortune.com/author/kirsten-korosec/�
http://www.thesolarfoundation.org/�
http://www.thesolarfoundation.org/�


•  Women represent a greater proportion of the solar workforce than in previous years, 
rising from 18.7% in 2013 to 28% in 2016. 

[ii] http://www.nystateofpolitics.com/2014/11/dryden-ny-the-little-town-that-could-say-
no/ 

 

 

http://www.nystateofpolitics.com/2014/11/dryden-ny-the-little-town-that-could-say-no/�
http://www.nystateofpolitics.com/2014/11/dryden-ny-the-little-town-that-could-say-no/�


       
To Whom It May Concern: 
    I am writing this letter to address my opposition to the proposed Solar Project to be installed near 
Willow Glen cemetery.  I am a lot owner as have been my family members since the early 1900's.  I beg 
that you will thoughtfully reconsider your choice of this site and keep the area surrounding the cemetery 
as pastoral and peaceful as it has been for many, many years.  
    I am speaking now for family members who are many years gone.  My father Earl E. Butts, was born in 
Dryden in 1914.  His parents and grandparents were also from Dryden.  Dad had 9 brothers, all born in 
Dryden.  Dad and his eight brothers joined the US Army and proudly served during WWII.  My father went 
from North Africa to Sicily, to England and landed on Omaha Beach with the First Division, 18th Infantry.  
He was awarded the Bronze Star for Bravery.  One brother, Art, served in the Pacific.  The ninth brother, 
Stanely, was too young to join his brothers.  He served in Korea where he was badly wounded twice and 
awarded two Purple Hearts.  By the grace of God all brothers returned home safely to Dryden.  All but 
one now rest in Willow Glen.   
    My Mom's brother, Earl J. Chaffee, Jr. also served in Europe.  Sadly, he was killed in action in Belgium 
in 1944.  He too came home to Dryden and rests in Willow Glen Cemetery.  Towering fir trees now stand 
as honor guards watching over these brave men.  
    My parents, grandparents and great-grandparents lay here, my aunts, uncles and cousins.  My 
youngest sister, Cindy, passed away much too soon at the age of 26.  She is with them now.  A baby girl 
named Shirley who never had a story of her own lies cradled under the lovingly tended grass.  The 
breezes through the old beech trees sing her lullabies daily.  Please keep the surrounding country side as 
beautiful and serene as it was when they, my loved ones, left us. 
     Sometimes I like to go there and silently visit my parents and my grandma and grandpa.  I can look at 
the fields, hills and sky and quietly reflect that the last time my folks passed this way it all looked so much 
the same, and because of this "sameness" I feel close to them; they're at home here.  
    Please do not allow this "solar farm" to be put near this spot. Keep it as it was intended to be as they 
last saw it. We do not need this, Dryden does not need this.  I am proud to be from a long-line of 
"Drydenites".  Please make the right and moral choice.  Keep our cemetery rural and beautiful and 
something that we can all be proud of.   
Sincerely, 
Erma (Butts) Sacchi 
 



  
  
   
Dear Town Clerk, 
My husband and I live in the town of Dryden and would like to express that we are 
all For Solar! 
Thank you, 
Steve and Marcy Schaeffer 
92 Genung Circle 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 





  
Sent from my iPhoneIt is most troubling to see how little regard the town board 
has for the sacred space in this community. It seems to me that the lack of 
respect for citizens' genuine concern about desecration of the final resting 
space for community members, is the height of arrogance and certainly not 
reflective of the type of community that places a value on its sacred spaces. If 
you had a parent or child buried in that beautiful space and now, when you 
visited their gravesite, instead of beautiful farm land, you had to look at chain 
link fences and cell towers- you too would be very upset! The town board should 
reconsider this action and be respectful of those who predecased them and their 
families. 
Katrina Saur Schickel  
1 
 



 

 

April 26, 2017 
 

Dear Dryden Town Board: 

 
I am writing in support of SUN8 PDC’s proposed community solar projects, on 
behalf of the Natural Resources Defense Council, one of the country’s largest 
and most effective environmental groups. NRDC has more than 2 million 
members and online activists across the country, of whom 702 live in Tompkins 
County. 
 
Community solar offers Dryden a host of benefits. These include reduced 
electricity costs for local residents, pollution-free power, and local economic 
benefits, especially increased tax revenue. Significantly, the solar projects will 
bring upgrades to Dryden’s electric distribution system that will improve 
reliability and resilience while reducing NYSEG’s maintenance costs, and in so 
doing, lower electric costs for all of Dryden’s residents and businesses. 
Community solar will also increase local employment and foster economic 
growth by hiring 200-250 local electricians and others for construction, as well 
as additional workers for ongoing maintenance.  
 
Part of a national trend, community solar projects are getting underway in New 
York State. They allow individuals, businesses, and community institutions who 
can’t site solar on their own property to participate in the renewable energy 
future that New Yorkers and Americans overwhelmingly want. The solar arrays 
proposed for Dryden, in particular, can power as many as 7,500 homes. They 
will help the town continue its climate-change leadership and will help 
Tompkins County meet its goal under the Tompkins County Energy Roadmap to 
develop 944 megawatts of solar power. The solar projects will help the county 



meet its 2050 goal of reducing carbon pollution by 80 percent by 2050, as 
scientists say we must in order to avoid climate change’s worst effects. 
 
Together, these projects can serve as an inspiration to other counties and rural 
communities as they work to promote economic development while protecting 
their residents and landscapes from dangerous climate change. The projects can 
also help New York State meet its nation-leading goal to get 50 percent of its 
electricity from renewable sources by 2030. 
 
NRDC wholeheartedly endorses SUN8’s community solar projects. They are a 
win for Dryden and a win for our climate. In short, they’re a win for everybody. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Schrader 

New York Political and Legislative Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scutt 4-27-17 
My Name is Bonnie Scutt and I’m from Freeville, NY 
 
I’m not sure if the development behind Willow Glen requires state 
and federal permits or not. 
 
I believe the cell tower does because the nature of business they are 
in. 
 
However, each and every one of you on the Town Board – Jason, Dan, 
Kathy, Debra, Linda  and the County Board – Mike Lane, Martha 
Robertson were elected to represent not only the constituents of the 
Town, but the very Town itself.  Many of you ran on platforms to 
“Protect Dryden”. 
 
Well, this is your chance to protect for the posterity and heritage that 
is Dryden. 
 
Whether Federal or State permitting is required, it is your duty to 
make sure that the land that sits within the 1-mile radius is handled 
with due care and that an independent Professional Archaeological 
Survey of the land will be required; and that IF anything is found, it is 
properly excavated, photographed, and documented through the 
proper archaeological channels to preserve the heritage and history 
for future generations to come. 
 
Please do not ignore Dryden’s past as you struggle to find an 
equitable way to move forward. 
 
Thank you. 



Scutt, Bonnie 4-27-17 

Dear Dryden Town Board, Planning Board, Conservation Board, and Town Clerk: 

I feel that I must respond to the recent email from the Chairperson of the Town of 
Dryden Conservation Board. 

Below is his email to all of you dated April 27, 2017: 

From: "Peter J. Davies"  
Date: Apr 27, 2017 2:07 PM 
Subject: On native artifacts and solar energy installations 

A personal comment to the Dryden Town Board: 

I find the idea that a few long-buried but conveniently just-discovered minor artifacts can disrupt 
the Town’s effort to move to renewable solar energy to combat climate change frankly 
ridiculous.  In addition it would be an installation on posts and thus less destructive than the 
construction of buildings on the site.  I hope that this effort to put unjustified roadblocks in the 
way of the installation of solar collectors is justly ignored 

  

Peter J. Davies 

755 Snyder Hill Road 

Ithaca, NY 14850-8708 

  

There were more than just “a few” artifacts that were discovered and documented 
and this carefully excavated site was conducted in 1997 not “just discovered” as 
the author of the email implies.  I urge you to read the 35 page .pdf file which 
documents the entire Plus Site. 

The discovery of the Plus Site in 1997 was instrumental in the understanding of 
Iroquoian movement and the use of temporary, upland camps.  These camps were 
utilized for the purpose of obtaining food and preparing it for the journey back to 
the village.  Further, this upland camp is the first and only one to be documented 
here in Dryden – quite possibly in this region of New York!  Very few upland 
camps have been found in New York State itself, and none studied as closely as 
our own Plus Site.  To quote the conclusion paragraph from page 29 of the .pdf 



documentation sent previously authored by Timothy Abel:  “The nature of 
Iroquois extra-village settlement is still a very neglected aspect of New York State 
archaeology. Though given a place in the Iroquois settlement-subsistence system 
surprisingly few sites have been investigated. The investigations of the Plus site 
have shown us a detailed picture of what one type of extra-village site, the remote 
temporary camp, might look like. Future investigations will undoubtedly result 
in the documentation of additional site types, culminating ultimately in a more 
rounded understanding of past Iroquois lifeways.  The Plus site investigations 
have also provided a comparative database that will allow us to better interpret 
these site types in the future.” 

It is highly likely that the camp extended far more than the small parcel which was 
excavated and documented prior to the road widening. 

I have often thought that Conservation and Archaeological Preservation go hand in 
hand.  There is more to conservation than flora and fauna.  There is more to 
conservation than one’s own bias over a particular energy project.   

Making sure that if there is further archaeological evidence is paramount so that 
any part of the site containing archaeological artifacts and evidence is properly 
excavated, documented, and recorded prior to the disturbance of the earth for ANY 
commercial activity, not just solar.  The 1-mile radius from the Plus Site is a 
RADIUS.  It does not just encompass the cemetery and fields behind it. 

I find it troubling and a bit disturbing that the actual Chair of Dryden’s 
Conservation Board feels that the Plus Site Archaeological area is a trivial matter 
and concerns for the protection of the site should just be ignored. 

He further states that “it would be an installation on posts and thus less destructive 
than the construction of building on the site.”     

I have done a bit of research on how these posts are thrust into the ground by giant 
machines, and let me tell you, they are more invasive than what we are being led to 
believe. 

First, all of the videos on line that I can find show that an entire site must be 
properly leveled and graded.  Access roads are built to get trucks into the area to 
unload the supplies.  Many of these trucks with their loads are incredibly heavy.  
The shear weight will pack down and disturb the earth just by their driving on it. 



Second, the post drivers are brought in to drive the posts into the ground.  I quote 
from a solar website online: 

http://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2014/05/how-to-anchor-ground-mounted-solar-arrays/ 

 

Drilled shaft piles for solar array footings can vary anywhere from 6 to 24 inches in diameter and 
5 to 30 feet deep, depending on site conditions and other variables. The drilled shaft or borehole 
is filled with high-strength cement grout or concrete. At times, steel casing or re-bar is used for 
reinforcement. Typically ‘straight’ shafts are drilled to the specified depth, but when necessary, a 
‘belled’ shaft can be used where an underreaming tool expands the base of the shaft, which 
increases the base area and stability of the pile without increasing the shaft diameter.  

And third, with the above being stated, lets jump ahead 30 years to when the solar 
arrays are to be removed and the site “cleaned up”.  With these posts protruding 
down into the ground any number of feet, set in place with either industrial 
strength concrete or cement grout, how are these poles to be removed?  Will they 
be pulled up, bringing up who know’s how much earth with them from how many 
feet deep down?  Will they bring in backhoes to dig around the poles to remove 
them?  Again, disturbing a lot more earth that just a little bitty diameter of pole.  Or 
will they just shear off the poles at just below ground level, leaving the portion of 
the pole along with it’s concrete/grout base in the ground forever? 

How many actual poles are to be driven into the ground for these arrays? 

All these factors need to additionally be looked at.  It seems to me that no matter 
how you look at it, the installation of these solar arrays are not minimally invasive 
at all. 

And just a side note about that Verizon Cell Tower: 

https://www.fcc.gov/general/tower-and-antenna-siting 

The National Historic Preservation Act 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 is implemented 
through the FCC's environmental rules. Section 106 of the NHPA requires 
federal agencies to consider the effects of federal undertakings on historic 
properties. The FCC considers the construction of any communications tower 
of any height or the collocation of communications equipment using FCC-
licensed spectrum a federal undertaking. 

http://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2014/05/how-to-anchor-ground-mounted-solar-arrays/�
https://www.fcc.gov/general/tower-and-antenna-siting�


In conclusion I believe, as many do, that the Plus Site is not only a significant part 
of Native American Iroquoian history, but of Dryden’s itself.  It is our duty to 
protect the history that is there.  This doesn’t mean that the Industrial Solar field 
cannot be installed.  What it DOES mean is that a professional, archaeological 
survey be conducted of where the ground is to be disturbed for installation and if 
any artifacts and/or remains are found, that they are carefully documented and 
removed by an Archaeolgical Facility for further investigation and reporting so that 
it’s history is preserved for generations to come. 

Respectfully, 

Bonnie L Scutt 

Freeville, NY 

 
On Mon, May 1, 2017 at 9:03 AM, Brad Perkins wrote: 

Folks, 

  

Just for clarity, the PLUS site is on land owned by the Willow Glen Cemetery. The site which I personally 
inspected during the excavation in on the western most side of the cemetery in an area that will 
eventually be graves. Most likely out of respect for the site and new graves will not be at the PLUS site. 

  

Gratefully for your involvement, 

  

Brad Perkins 

  

From: Craig Schutt [  
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 7:41 AM 
To: Bonnie Scutt; 
Subject: Fwd: Re: On native artifacts and solar energy installations 

  

  



  

Peter: 

  

In the interest in accuracy, I feel compelled to point out that the 
archaeological site just west of the Willow Glen Cemetery was 
discovered in 1997.  It was not "conveniently just-discovered," 
as you assert.  I don't know if it is a collection of 
"minor artifacts" or not.  That's for a professional archaeologist 
to determine.  Its discovery appears at least to have been 
worthy of publication. 

  

I do find it very interesting that the feature has been dated to the 
time period A.D. 1350-1400, well before the first immigrants 
from western Europe arrived on our shores (the possible 
earlier arrival of Vikings in eastern Canada notwithstanding). At 
least the Plus Site (as it appears to be known officially) now is 
known and perhaps deserves a state historic marker somewhere 
along Route 13, so that it's not forgotten again in the future. 

  

It does not seem to me that reporting an archaeological site 
within one mile of the proposed solar power installation on 
Dryden Road has constituted an "unjustified roadblock."  It just 
is one more fact that needs to be considered and weighed in 
reviews of the proposed solar installation. The fact remains that 
it was not reported by Distributed Sun (Sun8) in earlier versions 
of the "Full Environmental Assessment Form" that they have 
been required to complete for their projects in the Town of 



Dryden. It's just one of the many errors of both commission and 
omission in various versions and updates of the "Full 
Environmental Assessment Form." 

  

I've taken time to review that form carefully, not because I either 
favor or oppose solar power, or I am a Democrat or 
a Republican (I'm neither). Even though I've been ridiculed for 
doing so, I believe that thoughtful review is my responsibility, as 
an informed citizen with a scientific background, and possibly 
a more skeptical view than others might have. I sincerely hope 
that our elected and appointed representatives and employees of 
the Town of Dryden will find time and expertise to do the same. 
Because I've unintentionally irritated folks on both sides of the 
argument by presenting facts and asking inconvenient questions 
that I expect to be answered, I must be doing something right. 

  

-- Charlie 

  

*********************************************************************** 

Charles R. Smith, Ph.D., Naturalist and Professional Skeptic 

Senior Research Associate, Retired 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY  14853-3001 

 
  

  

  



  

 
From: Peter J. Davies 
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 2:07 PM 

Subject: On native artifacts and solar energy installations  

  
A personal comment to the Dryden Town Board: 
I find the idea that a few long-buried but conveniently just-discovered minor artifacts can disrupt 
the Town’s effort to move to renewable solar energy to combat climate change frankly 
ridiculous.  In addition it would be an installation on posts and thus less destructive than the 
construction of buildings on the site.  I hope that this effort to put unjustified roadblocks in the 
way of the installation of solar collectors is justly ignored 
  
Peter J. Davies 
755 Snyder Hill Road 

  
  
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



<
Subject: FW: My address to the Town Board Wed April 26th, 2017 
  
  
  
  
From: Bonnie Scutt  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 9:24 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: My address to the Town Board Wed April 26th, 2017 
  
Hi Bambi &Erin, 
Here is the copy of my speech to the Town Board.  It is in it's full content.  I had to delete quite a 
lot in it, and still went over my allotted 2 minutes last night, but I would like the full copy to go 
into the record please, if it can be. 
Thank you!! 
-Bonnie 
PS:  The copy of the .pdf file I sent yesterday regarding the Plus Site at Willow Glen - if you 
could forward that to all members of the Planning Board as well as the Conservation Board, that 
would be great. 
Feel free to forward this document as well to the Planning and Conservation Boards. 
Thank you 
 

 



  
From: Bonnie Scutt  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:34 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Fwd: Request for Information Please 
 
Hi Bambi & Erin, 
 
Following and attached, please find the second reply from Ms. Versaggi at the Public 
Archaeology Facility at Binghamton University as well as the attached .pdf article of the 
recorded, documentation of the Plus Site at Willow Glen, Dryden, NY. 

Please put it into the record for the development of land within 1 mile radius of the Plus Site.  I 
think this includes the cell tower, as well. 

Thank you very much, 

Bonnie Scutt 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nina M Versaggi <  
Date: Tue, Apr 25, 2017 at 5:40 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Information Please 
To: Bonnie Scutt  

Ms. Scutt, 
I am attaching a full copy of the Plus Site article that was published. According to the State 
Historic Preservation's online estimation of archaeologically sensitive areas, any area within one 
mile of the Plus site would be considered likely to contain a similar archaeological site.  I am 
specifically not using the term, burial site, because no burials were found at Plus and there is 
really no way to predict such sites. It does not need to be a burial site to be considered significant 
to our region's prehistory or history. The Plus site was declared eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
 
If the commercial enterprise you are referencing needs any state or federal permits, then they will 
be required to conduct a professional archaeological survey of the land they will be disturbing. If 
you feel that this is not moving in that direction, any citizen has the right (and obligation) to 
notify DEC or the State Historic Preservation Office (even the local planning board) to voice 
concerns about a project. That said, the law does not prevent a project from happening. What it 
does is require the developer to go through a series of steps to determine if sites are present, 
evaluate the significance of any sites found, and mitigate the adverse impacts to a site either 
through avoiding those impacts or excavating the site prior to damage. 
 
I hope this information is of use to you. 
 
Regards, 



Nina 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Nina M. Versaggi, PhD  RPA 
Director 
Public Archaeology Facility 
Binghamton University 
4400 Vestal Parkway East 
Science 1, Room 146 
Binghamton, NY  13902-6000 

 
 
 



     
Subject: Fwd: Request for Information Please 
 
Hello Dryden Town Clerk Office, 

Hope the day is going very well for you. 
 
The following email is what I have received so far regarding my inquiries into the Native 
American Indian artifacts and findings near Willow Glen Cemetery.  Can you please include this 
with my "address to the board" I emailed you earlier this week? 
Thank you. 

Also, how do I find out if the site was ever put on the National Register and if there are any 
preservation requirements placed on the land? 

Thank you very much, 

Bonnie Scutt 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nina M Versaggi <  
Date: Mon, Apr 24, 2017 at 5:01 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Information Please 
To: Bonnie Scutt  

Hello Bonnie, 
I apologize for the delay in responding.  I hope this information will be what you were looking 
for. 
 
In 1997, the Public Archaeology Facility completed an archaeological survey for a NYS DOT 
project along NY 13 in preparation for widening the road.  During that survey, a prehistoric site 
(the Plus Site) was identified to the north of NY 13, east of Johnson Road and west of Willow 
Glen Cemetery.  We did additional excavations to see if the site was significant. Our 15 1 x 1 m 
units, and five 2 x 5 m trenches found artifacts and stains in the ground that we refer to as 
cultural features. There were 6 prehistoric features, 5 post molds, 13 possible post molds, and 
several other soil stains.  The artifacts recovered included lithics, pottery, animal bone, botanical 
remains, a polished stone adze, a chipped shale/sandstone tool blank and fire-cracked rock.  In 
1997, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation determined that 
the Plus Site was eligible for the National Register and a final excavation took place. The Public 
Archaeology Facility completed the field excavations in 1998, analyzed the material, and 
submitted the report to the New York State Museum and DOT in January of 2000.   
 
The final excavations found five possible storage/refuse pit features and 23 possible postmold 
stains.  Postmolds are the decomposed stains left by posts that either formed a wall of a structure, 
such as a longhouse, or were poles used for other purposes. One Feature appeared to represent a 
storage pit within which a roasting platform was prepared at the top of the pit, perhaps to dry and 
smoke the meat before transportation back to a village.  The remains of two deer were found 



within the feature, as well as pottery and an assemblage of flake tools used to process both hard 
and soft materials.  The feature has been dated to the time period (A.D. 1350-1400).  The other 
possible features included several small hearths.   
 
Archaeologists interpreted the site as a remote temporary camp. Remote camps were likely an 
integral part of the Iroquois economy, as villages (where resources had been depleted) would not 
have survived without these camps.  Because most of archaeology work has centered on Iroquois 
villages, this site was very important to our understanding of Iroquois settlement-subsistence 
patterns. I believe this link will take you to an article that was published on the site: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.2190/TN64-BW24-YJY6-UY9X 
 
Following the completion of the fieldwork and data recovery report, we expected that NYS DOT 
completed their project.  
 
I hope this information is of interest to you. 
 
Nina 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Nina M. Versaggi, PhD  RPA 
Director 
Public Archaeology Facility 
Binghamton University 
4400 Vestal Parkway East 
Science 1, Room 146 
Binghamton, NY  13902-6000 
(

 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.2190/TN64-BW24-YJY6-UY9X�


   
From:   
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: AGAINST THE SOLAR PROJECT 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 

I am writing in response to proposed Industrial Sized Solar 
Project that is trying to be put directly north of the Willow 
Glen Cemetery. 

I as a relative/lot owner of the Willow Glen Cemetery. I am 
strongly opposed to the solar project and the cell tower 
project that is trying to come to near the cemetery. 

The Cemetery is a sacred place as is any cemetery, and 
the views of said cemetery and the land (all areas, being 
north,south east, and west) surrounding it should remain 
in its natural rural setting as it has existed for the last 
several hundred(s) of years.  

When i go to visit my friends and relatives at the Willow 
Glen Cemetery I DO NOT want to have to see anything 
pertaining to any such solar projects or any cell phone 
towers. 

I AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE "SOLAR 
INSTALLATION AND THE CELL TOWER 
CONSTRUCTION."!!!!!!! 
 
 

Thank you 

Wendy A. Seeley 
 

cc. Brad Perkins 
 
 
 



Shippy 4-30-17 

From: Jim Shippy   
Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 6:52 PM 
To: 

 
Subject: Dodge Road Solar Project 
 
Dear Matt Weinstein, 
Thank you for the Solar article in Friday's edition of the Ithaca Journal. 
We are for solar! But it doesn’t belong on Dodge Road! 
There are several points of information that nobody seems to be discussing and we believe it 
warrants attention that it’s not getting because the residents on Dodge Road don't have the 
platform to be properly heard. We write letters to the town and speak at the meetings, but we 
sense the letters are not being read and the speaking times allowed at the meetings are short. We 
were allowed 2 minutes at the last meeting and the Developer got 40 minutes. 
Things my fellow residents and I wish everyone knew: 
  Cornell is quietly sitting in the background watching this all play out and have not been 

brought into the public light of discussion regarding their involvement and motives for 
getting this project approved. 

o   Cornell does not normally rent their land to out of state corporations looking to 
make a profit. So why now? They see an easy credit. 

o   Cornell is under pressure to achieve carbon neutrality and this project would give 
them a carbon "offset". This carbon offset is essentially a credit allowing them to 
take credit for carbon reduction when in fact, Cornell by their own admission, is 
not going to utilize any of the power generated.

o   The installation of this massive solar array 
  

o   Cornell has been working with Distributed Sun quietly for several years to achieve 
this project. We did not know this or have the same time to prepare. 

does not have any reduction of 
Cornell’s carbon footprint. 

o   Cornell has other choices as where to place this project. They could place it in a 
location/way that they would actually use the energy and get a legitimate carbon 
credit, but choose not to because they won’t invest money or move research 
projects to help achieve this even though their current location choice will affect 
senior citizens who can least afford the loss of property values which will surely 
happen if this project happens. 

o   The location of Dodge road is at the expense of the senior citizens that live on 
this road. The location is considered to be “low hanging fruit” because it is the 
easiest location and Cornell only has a few senior citizens to get past. We believe 
that taking advantage of even 1 senior citizen is too many. 

o   Cornell has not taken any consideration as to the effects this massive solar project 
will have on the home values for these senior citizens. This project was originally 
cast as “community solar” and now it is a massive industrial size project. 

  Dryden Town Board and Planning Board have allowed the lure of solar generated tax 
dollars to allow them to let this proposal get way ahead of itself.  



o   The Town Board allowed Distributed Sun to coach them on changing already 
existing solar laws to make it possible for them to move forward with this type of 
project.  

o   The town seems to have forgotten that the zoning laws are a resident protection

o   Dodge Road is not zoned for commercial electricity generation. The Planning 
board is considering Cornell/Distributed Sun’s request of subdividing the Dodge 
Road parcel into 3 parts so that Distributed Sun can “circumvent” the rules 
already in place which would have prohibited the installation. Once Distributed 
Sun/Cornell get the subdivision approval, they seek to “daisy chain” the 3 
parcels together as a means to once again have 1 giant solar array that otherwise 
would not have been allowed. 

 and 
a right that we have paid for with our tax dollars for many years. To allow the fox 
to come in and re-design the door to the hen house with the lure of tax dollars is 
really a slap in the face to the residents. It furthermore implies that the local laws 
are “for sale” if you can provide some tax dollars. 

o   Dryden school district won’t get a penny of tax dollars from Dodge Road as 

o   There is also a discussion amongst those affected as to the connection of the 
Town officials and their spouses to Cornell. The fear is that this is getting 
moved along because of those connections despite the poor location choice and its 
effect on the senior citizens. 

it is 
completely in the Ithaca City School District. 

  Ithaca College could teach Cornell a lesson in how this is properly done. 
o   Ithaca College found a way to sequester their solar array project 40 miles away in 

the country side without impacting the home values of senior citizens or 
disturbing the tranquility of a beloved cemetery. 

o   Ithaca College is actually using the solar energy via remote net metering. 
o   Ithaca College actually earned their carbon offset and in a socially responsible way.  
o   No uproar or breaking news needed.  
o   Cornell is allowing the town of Dryden and the out of state developer take all the 

heat for such a bad decision while they sit in the background
  Distributed Sun has issues of its own. 

. 

o   In their opening letter to the town of Dryden they said they stated the mitigating 
factor for Dryden to allow them to submit a special permit request was that 
otherwise it would cause them financial hardship… ok, so that’s not a good 
mitigating reason for the town to allow something that is not permitted. 

o   Distributed Sun also stated they would have to seek “risky alternative financing” 
if the project did not take place by the first of April. This does not sound like a 
company that is strong enough to warrant our trust as to their ability to 
complete the project or have the necessary funds guaranteed to be available 
to decommission the industrial sized project once its effective lifespan is over. 
The lifespan is 30 years, so who’s going to pay for the decommission 

 

when 
this company goes out of business or is bought by another company? 

Instead of spending so much time discussing what kind of fence it will have or what type of trees 
will the screen be made of, how about we get back to “first things first” and discuss the 
involvement of Cornell, Distributed Sun and the manner in which the town of Dryden is handling 



this project. Not to mention the fact that it’s not currently even allowed without making a special 
exception at the expense of the senior citizens who are entitled to have reasonable belief that the 
laws are there for their protection and that they can rely on them to do so. 
 
Thank you for your time.  
We hope you take new interest in this and can help us with the much needed transparency that 
this project currently lacks. 
I have also copied in the new president of Cornell University, Martha E. Pollack and the Dryden 
Town Clerk. 
Sincerely, 
Jim Shippy 
Resident- 11 Dodge Road, Ithaca NY 
 

 



  
  
  
Subject: Solar Project 
 
I am writing to strongly object to the building of the industrial sized solar project on farmland 
north of Willow Glen Cemetery. Being a decendant of many of the villages founders and former 
residents, I speak for all of them, who are buried in Willow Glen Cemetery. One being a Civil 
War hero who fought at Gettysburg. Others built the banks, mills, stores and raised families in 
Dryden. Many WWI and WWII veterans buried there too. 
It would be a disgrace to see any ugly apparition appear north or any side of the cemetery, where 
the gorgeous pastoral scene is there to calm us and comfort us as we bury or visit our loved ones. 
Let them build it someplace else. 
 
Betsey Van Sickle 
 



April 24, 2017 
Attention: Town of Dryden Planning Board, Dryden Town Board 
Subject: Industrial Solar Project Special Use Permits 
 
As a believer in climate change and a supporter of alternative energy sources, it is 
with regret that I write this in OPPOSITION to the proposed solar project.  
 
This forum is NOT a referendum on climate change.  Nor is it a referendum on the 
merits of industrially scaled solar plants as an alternative power source, as many of 
the letters in support of the project would have you believe. Rather, the question 
before the Town Board is whether this project, at these locations is appropriate, 
"compatible with the adjoining properties and with the natural and manmade 
environment"  and conforms to the guidelines for issuing the Special Use Permits 
required to allow this enterprise to proceed. I think not. 
 
I would like to add my signature to the Petition dated March 20, 2017 which 
summarizes seven (7) reasons to oppose the project. I also write in support of the 
letter dated March 23, from Pat Fitzgibbons which lays out a thoughtful and 
thorough case for why the project should not be granted the Permits. 
 
Finally, I'm sure we are all aware of the environmental threat to the US and to 
global climate initiatives like the Paris Accord posed as a result of our recent 
election. We need to realize that a significant percentage of Americans either don't 
even believe in global warming or don't think its that big a deal. Yes, this makes 
doing whatever we can seem important and urgent. However, in light of the above, 
we should also realize the what we need to look at the big picture; we need to 
change public opinion. We need to make an effort to win the hearts and minds of 
skeptics; especially those living in rural America who felt ignored and 
disenfranchised and let their frustrations be heard at the ballot box. I am 
wondering if the long time, permanent residents of Dryden are feeling that this is 
yet another example of having their opinions disrespected? I read one pro-project 
letter comment that concern over the cemetery was in the "who cares" category, 
"after all, they're dead".   
 
Respectfully, 
Eddie Sieradzki 
Ithaca, NY 



  
From: Bethany Buhrmaster Silfer  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 10:38 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden Solar Project in support of 
 
Dear board members, 
 
I support the solar project in Dryden. 
 
Please vote, "yes". 
 
Sincerely, 
Bethany Silfer 
 

 



       
 

Dear Members of the Dryden Town Board and Planning Board: 
 
I urge you to vote in favor of the proposed Community Solar Project initiated by Cornell 
University and located on parcels of Cornell land in the Town of Dryden. 
 
I have deep roots at Cornell and in Tompkins County having lived here my entire life. My 
paternal grandparents moved from Cortland County in 1920, 97 years ago, to the Town of Ithaca 
so that my grandfather, who attended Cornell, could join the faculty to teach Civil Engineering. I 
attended Cornell for undergraduate and graduate work, as did my father and mother. My husband 
purchased a collapsing farmhouse on Etna Road in 1972 and I joined him there in 1976, 41 years 
ago. Our children were born in Etna and attended the Dryden Junior/Senior High School. That 
old farmhouse is now completely renovated and we pay taxes to the Town of Dryden.  We have 
tried to be stewards of the land, air, and water around us, most recently installing a solar array on 
our shop as part of the Solarize Tompkins project. Solar energy must be a part of all of our 
futures if we wish to continue breathing the air, which belongs to all of us, our children, our 
grandchildren, and generations beyond. 
 
The Community Solar Project once again provides the opportunity for Dryden, this time the 
Town, to be a nationwide leader in our shared energy future. The Village banned fracking as a 
continuation of fossil fuel development that has many negative consequences for the air we all 
breathe and the water we drink. Now it is the Town’s turn to step up and join a project that will 
reduce the use of fossil fuels, diversify the energy sources to our grid, provide cheaper electricity 
to residents of the Town of Dryden at seemingly no added cost, and inspire other small 
municipalities to follow suit. I am unreservedly in favor of this project, and believe we must not 
delay in reducing the amount of carbon dioxide we pump into the atmosphere daily. Each of us 
must take responsibility for the air, water and land around us, not only for our own self-interest 
and preservation, but also for our children, grandchildren, and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Simrell 
Etna Rd., Town of Dryden 
 

 



      
Subject: Support for solar arrays 
 
I strongly support these two solar projects.  Because my property and roof will not provide me an 
opportunity to take advantage of solar, I am looking forward to the ability to acquire solar through these 
large arrays in a Power Purchasing Agreement.  I hope many others in Dryden will jump on this 
opportunity to not only save money but to reduce their carbon footprint.  We have many challenges in the 
coming years to keep our planet from overheating.  But each of us can do our part to make a modest 
effort that collectively will  help the county and the country meet the necessary targets to reduce green 
house gases.  Climate change is happening even faster than first believed.  Failing to rise to the 
challenges ahead will end up not only impacting our ecology, our agriculture and food production but will 
result in very expensive mitigation efforts that will have large negative impacts on our economy.  It has 
been already shown that investing in renewables not only creates more jobs than does the fossil fuel 
industry, but it helps boost economic growth.  Failing to recognize these facts would be myopic.  Anyone 
who understands economics and investing knows that you have to make a commitment to invest in the 
future if you want positive returns.  This is even a relatively low-risk investment that has the potential to 
grow our local economy.  The small visual impacts are a small price to pay.   As my partner has stated no 
one complains today about the hundreds of power poles and lines criss-crossing our landscape.  These 
two concentrated solar arrays will have far less impact than some of the developments along Rt 13.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
James E. Skaley, Ph.D. 
940 Dryden Rd 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 



          
 
From: Audrey Southern   
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 12:59 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Solar Project 
 
Dear Dryden Town Council, 
 
We are members of the New Roots Student Advocacy Alliance (SAA) and want to express our 
support for the solar project  in Dryden.  We understand that the project will free 7500 homes 
from fossil fuel dependency.  This is so exciting as fossil fuels are a major source of pollution as 
well as being non-renewable.  The project will also provide Ithaca School District and the 
Dryden School District with tax revenue which is sorely needed and will help fund our 
education!  We are so in need of local governments to be the advocates for combatting climate 
change because we are seeing no such response from the federal government at this time! We 
of the Student Advocacy Alliance would like to offer our support in any way towards projects and 
initiatives that  
would support our mission of fighting climate change, racism sexism and homophobia and 
promoting youth advocacy.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Audrey Southern 
 
Proud Member/Supporter of the Student Advocacy Alliance 
 



  
  
From: Fran Speight [  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:23 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Letter for tonight's meeting 
 
 
 
Dear Dryden Town Council, 
My name is Fran Speight and I am the staff adviser of the New Roots School Student Advocacy 
Alliance. One of our school board members, Joe Wilson, told our club about the solar project 
coming to the town of Dryden. We spent our lunchtime coming up with the letter below in 
support of the project. Club members and supporters are going to write their own comments at 
the bottom of this letter and send it in this afternoon to show our support of the project. Please 
submit them as our comments for tonight's meeting as we could not attend in person. 
Sincerely, 
Fran Speight 
 
 
 
 
We are members of the New Roots Student Advocacy Alliance (SAA) and want to express our 
support for the solar project  in Dryden.  We understand that the project will free 7500 homes 
from fossil fuel dependency.  This is so exciting as fossil fuels are a major source of pollution as 
well as being non-renewable.  The project will also provide Ithaca School District and the 
Dryden School District with tax revenue which is sorely needed and will help fund our 
education!  We are so in need of local governments to be the advocates for combating climate 
change because we are seeing no such response from the federal government at this time! We 
of the Student Advocacy Alliance would like to offer our support in any way towards projects and 
initiatives that  
would support our mission of fighting climate change, racism sexism and homophobia and 
promoting youth advocacy.  
 

 
 
 



  
  

  
  
Subject: SOLAR PROJECT AND VERIZON TOWER 
 
April 24, 2017 
 
Dear Town of Dryden Planning Board Members, 
I am concerned about the Industrial Sized Solar Project that is being proposed on the farm land 
that is directly north of the Willow Glen Cemetery, also a Verizon cell Tower that is proposed 
near the cemetery. 
 
My parents, Bob and Jean Keech, are buried in the Willow Glen Cemetery.  My husband and I 
have purchased a lot three lots to the east of my parents.  In fact, we already have our grave stone 
placed at our lot.  It is located about half way down the lane that is the first one in from the east 
side of the cemetery.  We now live in South Carolina, but whenever I am back "home" I visit my 
parents and sit looking off to the north and east at the beauty of the land.  An Industrial Sized 
Solar Project and a Verizon cell tower would greatly distract from the beauty and serenity of the 
land that we now see. 
 
I sincerely hope that you vote NOT to accept this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carol Stauffeneker 
510 Holly Springs Church Rd 
Inman, SC 29349 
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From: Maura Stephens   
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 8:50 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden, lead the way again! 

Dear Dryden Town Board members,

All around New York State, we who are paying close attention to climate and weather pattern 
changes and their devastating effects on communities and regions worldwide are looking to 
Dryden to once again lead the way toward sensible energy policy implementation. You did it by 
banning fracking. Now, the success of community-run, grassroots-led Dryden Solar would 
encourage other communities around the state  to follow your example. We cannot wait for a 
reactionary national government or slow-to-act state governments like ours, which are still 
permitting destructive fossil fuel infrastructure projects (like thousands of miles of pipelines and 
the attendant compressor stations, switching from coal to NG-fired power plants, bomb trains, 
gas storage systems, brine spreading, radioactive frack-waste dumping, etc.). We simply have to 
make it happen on the community level — and what community more prepared and full of sharp 
minds and determined hearts than yours? 

As we know from the work of Mark Z. Jacobson et al. (including local scientists Robert Howarth 
and Anthony Ingraffea), we do not have any time to waste in drastically reducing our greenhouse 
gas emissions and getting our homes, businesses, agriculture, transportation systems, and 
industries completely off fossil fuels. We are already decades late and will be experiencing 
increasingly intolerable weather events; if we don’t transform the way we live and do business 
immediately, we’ll be paying an even heavier price. 

Please use your clout and enhance your good reputation as a model community to advance 
Dryden Solar for the benefit of the community and all of us. 

Cordially,

Maura Stephens
resident of Tioga County NY



         
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
I'm a lot owner at Willow Glen Cemetery and I oppose the solar project and the cell tower 
project . The cemetery is a place that is sacred and the views should remain in the natural rural 
setting that has existed for the last several years. Again I would like to state I Oppose Solar & 
Tower Project! 

 



          
Subject: In support of solar in Dryden 
 
Hi -  
We will be attending the meeting tomorrow night but I wanted to make sure you 
knew we are completely in support of the solar projects in Dryden.  
 
It is imperative for our children and grandchildren that we try to change to 
renewable energy sources as much as possible. This is a great opportunity for 
Dryden to lead the way towards a more sustainable future, not to mention saving 
us money and generating tax income for Dryden.  
Thank you, 
 
Theresa Fulton & Steve Tanksley 
17 Bridle Lane, Dryden 

 



        
Subject: solar farm in Dryden 
 
To the Dryden Town Board, 
 
I am a Tompkins County resident, fully in support of the proposed solar farm in 
the Town of Dryden. 
 
For these reasons: 
 
1. Climate change is real. 
2. Climate change is largely the result of the combustion of fossil fuels. 
3. We must immediately begin to generate more energy from non-fossil sources and 
less from coal, gas, and oil. 
4. No solution to our current predicament is perfect; we must all learn to 
compromise. 
5. There is a slight aesthetic loss from the construction of a solar farm, but 
this in no way compares to the loss to our children and grandchildren from our 
continuing dependence on fossil fuels. 
6. In the switch from fossil to non-fossil fuels, every town in the world must 
play a part. 
7. There is no time for delay. 
 
Please forward this note to the Dryden Town Board Members and Dryden Planning 
Board Members.   
 
Sincerely 
Philip Terrie 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 



 
 
 
 

TOMPKINS COUNTY 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

121 East Court Street, Ithaca, New York 14850 

 
 

Town of Dryden Board 
93 E. Main Street 
Dryden, N.Y. 13053 
Re: Proposed Dryden Solar PV Facilities 
April 26, 2017 
Dear Town Board Members,     

In 1970 the New York State Legislature authorized County Legislatures to form 
Environmental Management Councils (EMCs). The Tompkins County Board of Representatives 
created the local EMC on May 10, 1971. We are now entering our 46th year. 
 EMC members, appointed by the County Legislature and local municipalities, serve as an 
advisory committee to the Legislature. In addition, the EMC has developed and periodically 
updates a list of 196 Unique Natural Areas. The Council reviews the SEQR documents for 
proposed projects in New York State and local municipalities. We conduct public education 
programs on a variety of environmental concerns such as invasive species, Cayuga Inlet dredged 
materials, deer nuisances, safe medical waste disposal,  bee colony collapse disorder, coal ash 
leachate contamination of Cayuga Lake, fugitive plastic bag impacts, high volume hydraulic 
fracturing for methane, and pesticide use reduction policies. 
 The EMC participated in the review of the County’s Comprehensive Plan in 2015 and 
that for the Energy Road Map in 2016 that established goals for the County to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and identified the capacity of potential renewable energy resources within the 
County to meet those goals. The EMC is engaged in a project to identify the quantity of 
renewable energy that must be produced in New York State and Tompkins County to meet our 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals of 80% by 2050. For the sake of fairness we intend to 
establish metrics that apportion aspirational contributions to support the achievement of these 
goals for each municipality in Tompkins County. According to our projections, the total New 
York State annual production of residential and commercial PV must be about 11.2 TerraWatt-
hours (TWh] with utility-scale an additional 65.2 TWh. If we apportion the Tompkins County 
contribution according to population, that would require Tompkins County to produce about 
0.587 TWh annually. Tompkins County is currently producing only about 0.042/0.587 x 100 = 
7.2% of its "quota". The proposed 29 MW of solar pv facilities will produce .046 TWh or 8.7% 
of our overall need. Only another .499 TWh or 84.1 % to be sited and installed.to achieve our 
goals. The 2 proposed solar facilities in Dryden will produce sufficient electrical energy to power 
approximately 7500 homes. If the proposed facilities are constructed, the Town of Dryden will 



be well on its way to accomplishing its commitment to supporting New York State’s and 
Tompkins County’s goals for renewable energy production. 
 The EMC’s Environmental Review Committee (ERC) has closely examined the 
Environmental Assessment Forms for the Ellis Tract and Dryden Road sites for the proposed 
solar facilities. Our members have also walked both sites with the developer. The ERC discussed 
wildlife habitat impacts with ornithologists and natural resource professionals. Wetland experts 
and field botanists were also consulted. None of these qualified professionals found any potential 
significant negative environmental impacts from the construction and operation of the proposed 
solar facilities. 
 We have talked with neighbors who are concerned that the proposed projects will impact 
their viewsheds. The developer has met with us and many of the neighbors of the proposed 
facilities. He has modified his plans to address the concerns that have been expressed. We 
understand the sensitivities of folks who have family members buried at Willow Glen Cemetery. 
The major negative impact on the Cemetery is Route 13 that is noisy, polluting, and a distraction 
from quiet contemplation at the Cemetery. By contrast the solar farm there will be as quiet and 
unobtrusive a neighbor as might be possible. Without prohibiting the landowner from any future 
use of his land, this project may be more protective of the interests of the cemetery’s 
stakeholders than most. 
 Subjectivity plays a major role in environmental siting decision-making. What is an 
appropriate set-back distance? Once the objective criteria are satisfied (it is beyond the range of 
physical harm), no two people may agree as to the satisfactory distance. A noise that is projected 
from a project may fall within safe decibel limits, but it is unfamiliar and disconcerting to some 
who hear it. Unless we support the application of fundamentally objective criteria, we risk losing 
our way in any rational decision-making process. 
 Climate change is here and the pace of negatively-associated impacts is increasing daily. 
Science has spoken and time is not on our side. To move away from our reliance on fossil fuels, 
we must make difficult decisions TODAY. We need a vision and long-term commitment to 
project our thinking beyond our own lives. 
 We have identified no significant long-term environmental impacts from the construction 
of the proposed solar facilities. The ERC finds that these projects will assist us in achieving our 
greenhouse gas emission reduction goals and supports their approval by the Town Board. 
Sincerely, 
Environmental Review Committee 
 John Dennis 
 Brian Eden 
 Michelle Henry 
 Dooley Kiefer 
 Tom Shelley 



   
Subject: Solar project and Verizon tower by Willow Glen Cemetery  
 
We as residents of Dryden and Cemetery lot owners oppose the solar and cell tower 
projects/construction.  We consider these to be detrimental to the Cemetery and 
the Dryden area in general. As Planning Board members and representatives of the 
people of Dryden, Please vote to turn these project down. 
 
The Warren Underwood family 
 
 
 



     
From: Betsey Van Sickle   
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 1:54 PM 
To:

 
Subject: Solar Project 
 
I am writing to strongly object to the building of the industrial sized solar project on farmland 
north of Willow Glen Cemetery. Being a decendant of many of the villages founders and former 
residents, I speak for all of them, who are buried in Willow Glen Cemetery. One being a Civil 
War hero who fought at Gettysburg. Others built the banks, mills, stores and raised families in 
Dryden. Many WWI and WWII veterans buried there too. 
It would be a disgrace to see any ugly apparition appear north or any side of the cemetery, where 
the gorgeous pastoral scene is there to calm us and comfort us as we bury or visit our loved ones. 
Let them build it someplace else. 
 
Betsey Van Sickle 
 
 



         
From: Francis M. Vanek  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 1:11 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: In support of Dryden solar project 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
Good afternoon.  I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed Dryden solar 
project.  It will create local jobs and continue to help our region do its part to protect the 
environment. 
 
I personally have had solar panels on my home since 2002 without injuries or pollution, and 
consistently year after year they have provided quiet, reliable power. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Best regards, 
Francis Vanek 
 
Francis M Vanek, PhD 
Senior Lecturer & Research Associate 
School of Civil & Environmental Engineering 
Cornell University 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



  
  

  
  
Subject: statement concerning the solar farm project  
 
To the Town Board:  I am attaching a statement I have written concerning the proposed solar farms.  I 
strongly support the construction of these farms and hope that you will vote in favor of them. 
 
Thank you for your hard work, 
Catherine Wagner 
 



Wallace 5-1-17 
From: Larri Richmond  
Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: solar installation on Dodge Rd. 
 
Dear Town Board and Planning Board members, 
 
Below you will find a list of my concerns regarding the proposed solar installation on Dodge Rd. 
 I am particularly concerned about the removal of tress from a large portion of the stand of 
spruces on Dodge Rd.  This appears to be in exchange for the concessions made for the houses 
located on Dodge Rd.  If this is a trade-off, then no concessions have truly been made.   
 
It is becoming clear that claims are being made by Cornell and Sun8 that, upon examination, are 
not found to be true.  I urge the board to very carefully investigate ALL aspects of this project 
before voting. 
 
1).The plan requires 37 acres of trees to be cut down.  This includes, at 
the end of Dodge Road, a removal of a large swath of the spruce forest (an area 
greater in size than 2 football fields:1033 feet by 128 feet). Forests sequester 
CO2

 

 in larger quantities and for longer periods of time than most other land uses. 
Deforestation is a major contributor to climate change—the exact thing we are 
trying to combat with solar energy. 

2) Solar panels will be installed on 8 acres of wetlands.

       Wetlands play a critical role in climate change mitigation as well as purifying 
water (in this case, into Cascadilla Creek). According to the Ramsar Convention 
(an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands): “The 
economic worth of the ecosystem services provided to society by intact, naturally 
functioning wetlands is frequently much greater than the perceived benefits of 
converting them to 'more valuable' intensive land use – particularly as the 
profits from unsustainable use often go to relatively few individuals or 
corporations, rather than being shared by society as a whole.” 

   

        What’s more, according to Jean P. Foley, Biologist at the DEC Bureau of 
Habitat, Region 7 (Cortland), wetland studies are usually done later in May, when 
more hydrophytic vegetation has emerged and can be identified. This means 
there is a possibility the wetland acreage may be greater than the 8 acres identified 
by Tetra Tech in April. 

 



3. The Town Board has not asked its Conservation Board to review 
the revised application and make recommendations.

 

 This is despite a 
resolution that was passed at their last meeting that encouraged the Town Board to 
reach out to the Conservation Board and others “with the proper expertise to ensure 
they have the right information from the developer…” 

4). The Habitat and Aquatic Resources Reports submitted by the 
company Tetra Tech are minimal and somewhat generic. The only 
animals noted in the Ellis Tract report were spring peepers, a grouse and “unknown 
arurans” (“unknown” because it’s hard to tell one toad from another? Or 
“unknown” because they were rare toads?). This paucity of data isn’t surprising, 
given that Tetra Tech was only present in the area for 2 days (April  5th and  20th

5). 

) 
and was expected to produce detailed aquatic and habitat reports for the 160 acres 
that comprise both the Ellis Tract and Dryden Road Tracts. In fact, the Habitat 
summary report for the Ellis Tract is practically identical to that of the Dryden 
Tract (except for info on tree type and maps). Both reports found the presence of 
trees likely to be used in the summer by the northern long-eared bat (“NLEB”), a 
threatened species.  Because of this report, tree cutting would be avoided until the 
Fall. 

       *

Key application materials contain inaccurate and contradictory 
information that is critical to the proper safeguarding of the site: 

The Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SWPPP) cannot be 
protective of the site’s ecology because it is based on erroneous information. 
On page 4, it states: There are several wetland areas within the property, and there 
areas of prime farmland soils on the site. The proposed PV arrays will not be built 
within the delineated wetland boundaries. This is in direct contradiction to the site 
plan

  

 drawings, which show arrays in the wetlands and to information in the Long 
Environmental Assessment Form (LEAF), page 4, which answered “yes” to the 
question “Would the proposed action cause or result in alteration of, increase or 
decrease in size of, or encroachment into any existing wetland…? 

       *The LEAF also provides unreliable protection of the site’s 
environment. It states, on page 4,  “Based on definitions from the US Army Corps 
of Engineers, it can pursue installation of earth screws in this (wetlands) area.” 
Yet the SWPPP indicates this may not be possible: “The design engineers on the 



project prefer an earth-screw-supported foundation solution. However, as a full 
geotechnical investigation has not been completed, the Project may require a 
series of foundations solutions based on actual ground conditions.” 

  

       *Also in the LEAF, page 5, Sun8 claims, re the wetlands area, “Construction 
disturbance will occur, but no lasting impact is expected.” The validity of this 
answer must be questioned: wetlands are extremely delicate, fragile ecosystems. 
According to a solar industry white paper, even “earth-screws” if they are able to 
be used, must be installed using heavy equipment ---“with bobcats, excavators or 
other equipment using auger attachments”.   

(http://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2014/07/white-paper-foundation-
selection-ground-mounted-pv-solar-systems/) 

  

         *The Visual Impact Statement contains NO simulated views, only two line of 
sight evaluations from two homes. There were none from the upper floors of these 
homes, none from neighboring homes and none from Dodge Road (which is a de 
facto community meeting place for our neighborhood).  In addition, the report is 
imprecise, stating “Array S2 (in front of the Appel and Miller residences) are 
being set back to be 250 feet away from their respective homes.”  This does not 
indicate from what point this distance is being measured.  

6. The Visual Impact Statement is inadequate. 

      *The plantings are said to be “less than eight feet tall at planting.” This could 
mean anything, even a seedling. The application lacks a clear, binding contract to 
insure the proper size of trees at installation as well as proper tree care, maintenance 
and replacement (in the event of a failure to thrive). 

 

7. 50 acres of prime farmlands (those with “highly productive soils”) 
will be covered with solar panels. Although the new Dryden Solar Law is 
written in such a way that there is just about an exception to any rule, it does state 
: “Ground-Mounted Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall not be located in 
…Prime farmland soils as identified by the USDA-NRCS or alternative available 
resource.” 

http://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2014/07/white-paper-foundation-selection-ground-mounted-pv-solar-systems/�
http://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2014/07/white-paper-foundation-selection-ground-mounted-pv-solar-systems/�


 

Sincerely, 

Larry B. Wallace 

 

 



           
Subject: Solar 
 
Hello, 
I am a resident of the Town of Dryden, on Ellis Hollow Rd. 
I have been reading up on the Solar proposal for our area and I am all for it. 
It sounds like a wonderful investment for our future. 
 
Maggie Walsh 
1651 Ellis Hollow Rd 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

 



 

 
Comment to the Dryden Town Board 

Re: SUN8 (Distributed Sun) Community Solar Projects 
 
Dear Town Board Members, 
 
We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the solar development project in Dryden led 
by Distributed Sun on Cornell lands. The New York State Water Resources Institute (NYSWRI) 
would use the possible installation of solar photovoltaic cells as an opportunity to research and 
increase our understanding of the impact of solar infrastructure on local hydrology. We see this 
as a ch ance t o ex plore an  i mportant and interesting scientific question, a s well a s t o s erve t he 
local, state, and regional community by collecting, synthesizing and interpreting information on 
water r esource i ssues of em erging interest. S hould s uch r esearch m ove f orward, w e a re 
commited to discussing our work, sharing our findings, and engaging with the local community 
in order to frame hydrologic data within social, economic and policy contexts.  
  
We’d be  ha ppy t o he ar from you a nd ot her community m embers s hould que stions or  i nterest 
arise.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. M.Todd Walter 
Director, New York State Water Resources Institute 
Professor, Department of Biological & Environmental Engineering 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853-5701 

 

 

NEW YORK STATE 
WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE 

Department of Biological & Environmental Engineering 
 
230 Riley-Robb Hall, Cornell University                                                        

                                                                              
                                                                   

 

msw56
Todd's signature



  
From: Christy Warner   
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 6:40 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
 

To the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 

  

I am writing to you to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed solar project and cell tower project to be located 
near the Willow Glen Cemetery. My family owns several lots in this cemetery, going back many generations.  In 
particular, my grandparents and parents lots border the involved property.  As my family and I visit our loved ones’ grave 
sites to honor their memory, these projects would be directly in our line of sight.  Instead of our current, charming view of 
the tranquil hills of Dryden, monstrous industrial solar panels and steel beams would become the backdrop, which I find 
aggressive and sinister. 

My family has lived in this area for many generations, caring for, maintaining and preserving this cherished community.  
This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering comfort and healing.  To change the current natural, picturesque 
setting would dishonor the very purpose of this location. 

Please understand that many more people like myself fervently oppose the construction of these projects and urge you to 
vote against this proposal. 

  

Sincerely, 

Christy Warner 

1 Bridle Lane 

Dryden, NY 13053 

 



David	  Weinstein	  
51	  Freese	  Road	  
Ithaca,	  NY	  
	  
Dryden	  Town	  Board,	  Planning	  Board,	  and	  Conservation	  Board	  
Dryden,	  NY	  
	  
Dear	  Town	  Board,	  Planning	  Board,	  and	  Conservation	  Board,	  
	  
(1)	  	  As	  a	  long-‐time	  advocate	  for	  protecting	  biological	  communities	  within	  Dryden,	  I	  welcome	  the	  attention	  
being	  given	  to	  these	  communities	  in	  the	  discussions	  regarding	  the	  proposed	  solar	  facilities.	  	  It	  is	  difficult	  to	  
argue	  with	  the	  idea	  that	  the	  more	  detail	  you	  have	  about	  these	  biological	  communities,	  the	  more	  complete	  
an	  evaluation	  of	  potential	  effects	  you	  are	  likely	  to	  able	  to	  conduct.	  	  However,	  as	  reasonable	  biologists,	  we	  
must	  acknowledge	  that	  there	  must	  be	  a	  limit	  to	  the	  field	  collection	  of	  biological	  information	  that	  can	  be	  
asked	  for	  in	  this	  and	  in	  future	  environmental	  assessments.	  	  
	  
It	  is	  appropriate	  and	  reasonable	  to	  have	  another	  mechanism	  of	  getting	  at	  an	  informed	  evaluation	  other	  
than	  requiring	  an	  all-‐out	  field	  effort	  to	  find	  all	  the	  species	  inhabiting	  a	  site	  that	  potentially	  could	  be	  
impacted.	  	  We,	  as	  biologists	  familiar	  with	  the	  habitats	  in	  our	  town,	  have	  an	  ability	  to	  draw	  on	  our	  
experience	  about	  the	  conditions	  that	  species	  require.	  	  This	  ability	  allows	  us	  to	  make	  a	  reasoned	  evaluation	  
of	  what	  species	  are	  likely	  to	  be	  there.	  	  We	  are	  able	  to	  make	  an	  educated	  determination	  of	  which	  ones	  are	  
therefore	  likely	  to	  be	  affected,	  if	  any.	  	  I	  understand	  that	  this	  type	  of	  evaluation	  would	  run	  a	  risk	  a	  missing	  
some	  unexpected	  species,	  so	  that	  instead	  of	  being	  90%	  sure	  we	  had	  identified	  all	  species	  that	  might	  be	  
affected	  (100%	  is	  impossible,	  we	  all	  acknowledge),	  we	  might	  be	  only	  at	  80%	  certain.	  	  Based	  on	  my	  
experience	  of	  the	  instances	  when	  key	  species	  effects	  are	  caused	  by	  a	  project,	  I	  believe	  it	  is	  reasonable,	  
after	  an	  initial	  field	  investigation,	  to	  exchange	  the	  extra	  10%	  of	  certainty	  for	  an	  ability	  of	  developers	  to	  
move	  forward	  in	  a	  timely	  fashion	  without	  further	  delay	  if	  effects	  are	  evaluated	  as	  unlikely.	  
	  	  
If	  we	  are	  not	  willing	  to	  rely	  on	  our	  knowledge	  of	  an	  area	  as	  a	  predictor	  of	  likely	  biological	  populations,	  I	  
fear	  we	  are	  creating	  a	  standard	  that	  is	  extremely	  difficult	  to	  achieve.	  	  The	  Planning	  Board	  has	  an	  
application	  for	  a	  12-‐acre	  development	  proposed	  for	  Mineah	  road.	  	  The	  area	  is	  only	  one	  quarter	  of	  the	  area	  
that	  will	  be	  disturbed	  by	  the	  project	  at	  the	  Cemetery	  (50	  acres	  of	  solar	  panels),	  but	  I	  do	  not	  know	  why	  I	  
should	  not	  use	  the	  same	  criteria	  for	  environmental	  assessment	  as	  is	  being	  asked	  for	  in	  the	  solar	  projects,	  
since	  I	  can	  make	  the	  same	  claim	  that	  I	  do	  not	  know	  all	  the	  potentially	  affected	  species	  that	  might	  be	  there	  
without	  requiring	  a	  detailed	  field	  assessment.	  	  The	  Conservation	  Board	  indicated	  that	  a	  field	  assessment	  
should	  be	  done	  in	  June.	  	  If	  the	  Board	  has	  to	  do	  a	  SEQR	  evaluation	  in	  August	  or	  September,	  does	  that	  mean	  
it	  needs	  to	  ask	  the	  applicant	  to	  wait	  until	  next	  year	  so	  that	  a	  June	  field	  survey	  can	  be	  conducted?	  	  Can	  we	  
only	  accept	  applications	  for	  sizeable	  projects	  at	  a	  time	  of	  the	  year	  that	  would	  permit	  a	  June	  field	  
assessment,	  so	  that	  all	  builders	  who	  are	  looking	  to	  start	  construction	  as	  soon	  as	  the	  weather	  warms	  must	  
delay	  their	  projects	  for	  a	  long	  time?	  
	  	  
I	  believe	  that	  we,	  as	  biologists,	  must	  make	  sure	  we	  are	  requesting	  delays	  in	  projects	  for	  sound	  reasons,	  and	  
not	  merely	  giving	  in	  to	  the	  forces	  that	  want	  to	  delay	  projects	  by	  requesting	  perfect	  environmental	  
knowledge.	  
	  
(2)	  	  Secondly,	  I	  am	  very	  concerned	  about	  the	  principle	  being	  put	  forth	  that	  a	  cemetery	  has	  a	  right	  to	  
control	  development	  throughout	  its	  viewshed	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  visitors	  to	  that	  cemetery	  do	  not	  have	  to	  



be	  exposed	  to	  anything	  that	  might	  disturb	  their	  experience.	  	  At	  the	  recent	  Conservation	  Board	  meeting,	  an	  
advocate	  against	  the	  proposed	  solar	  facility	  showed	  a	  picture	  of	  a	  tree	  potentially	  planted	  a	  football	  field	  
away	  from	  the	  viewer	  that	  stuck	  up	  above	  the	  horizon,	  and	  the	  individual	  complained	  about	  the	  unsettling	  
impairment	  of	  their	  view	  of	  the	  horizon,	  some	  20	  miles	  distant.	  	  If	  we	  are	  going	  to	  apply	  this	  viewshed	  
protection	  criteria	  to	  all	  cemeteries	  within	  our	  town,	  we	  will	  quickly	  stop	  development	  throughout,	  since	  
we	  have	  cemeteries	  all	  over	  the	  place.	  	  
	  
	  I’m	  not	  sure	  how	  we	  could	  justify	  worrying	  about	  the	  experience	  of	  the	  visitor	  to	  Willow	  Glen	  and	  not	  give	  
the	  same	  command	  over	  the	  viewshed	  to	  a	  visitor	  to	  any	  other	  graveyard.	  	  Only	  20%	  of	  the	  panels	  will	  be	  
visible	  from	  the	  Willow	  Glen	  Cemetery.	  If	  this	  is	  too	  much	  of	  a	  visual	  impact	  to	  the	  cemetery	  visitor,	  should	  
we	  set	  a	  threshold	  of	  10%?	  	  Or	  should	  it	  be	  0%?	  	  Either	  way,	  given	  how	  many	  graveyards	  we	  have,	  giving	  
this	  right	  to	  an	  undisturbed	  viewshed	  across	  all	  the	  neighbors’	  land	  is	  a	  sure	  recipe	  for	  keeping	  our	  
landscape	  green,	  development	  stopped,	  and	  giving	  our	  government	  the	  unenviable	  task	  to	  perform	  impact	  
analyses	  on	  every	  activity	  within	  sight	  of	  a	  graveyard,	  to	  be	  paid	  for	  by	  anyone	  who	  might	  want	  to	  just	  
build	  a	  new	  garage	  behind	  their	  house.	  
	  
David	  Weinstein	  
	  



    
  
Subject: Please forward to town board and planning board members 
 
Dear Ms. Avery, 
 
I have attached my comments for tomorrow’s public hearing on solar power in 
Dryden. Please forward them to town board and planning board members. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Claudia Wheatley 
Dryden resident 
 

 



    

Subject: Cemetery 
 
To whom it may concern. 
    We are long time residents of the Dryden area and have a family member buried in the Willow 
Glen cemetery. We are opposed to the proposed solar field being considered for the area north of 
the cemetery. We feel it would affect the rural landscape for the worse. 
Thank you for your service to our community, 
Fred and Siri Whitmore 

 



  
Subject: Dryden Solar Project 
 
Dryden Town Board, 
 
You have an opportunity to have the eternal gratitude of environmentally aware, 
forward thinking Dryden residents who care about the quality of the environment 
they are handing down to their children and grandchildren. You can be remembered 
for your wisdom and genuine love and concern for this place we call home, Dryden 
NY. You can free 7500 homes from fossil fuel dependency and add millions to the 
coffers of the Ithaca and Dryden school systems, Dryden itself and Tompkins 
County.You can do all this with one important action--vote YES for the Dryden 
Solar project. 
 
Thank you, 
Susan P Willemsen 
 
 



      
  
From:  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 7:12 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Oppose Industrial Solar Project 
 

I Renate Willsey oppose
family buried there and I will be buried there. It does not 

 the Industrial Solar Project. I have 

benefit any of the families that are in Willow Glen Cemetery. 
I do not want the land disturbed by this project. 
  
  
  

Renate K. Willsey 

4/26/2017 
 



  
  

Joseph M. Wilson 
75 Hunt Hill Road 

Ithaca (Town of Dryden), NY 14850 
April 24, 2017 

Dryden Town Board Members 
93 Main Street 
Dryden, New York 
via Email: 
 

Re. The Distributed Sun Project 
Ellis and 2150 Dryden Road Sites 
 

Honorable Members: 
 

 The graves of my ancestors are spread across much of our country. I have been to their 
graves in Massachusetts, Maine, Delaware, Ohio, Kansas, and New Mexico. They have been 
kept in various states of repair and are in different kinds of settings. Some are in the country, 
others surrounded by tract homes, some where you can't talk because of highway noise, and one 
in a completely ignored piece of wind blown desert. 
 

 My ancestors were the same kind of good, hard working people who lie in the Willow 
Glen Cemetery—or now who live on Dodge Road. When I visit my ancestors, I go to pay respect 
and to thank them for what they did when they were alive. When no one else can hear, I talk to 
them. What I don't go for, however, is to look at the scenery. The setting is not important 
compared to what I feel for them. 
 

 I have researched my ancestors. One of the things that comes out strong and clear is that 
they put the generations to come ahead of themselves.   
 

 Our kids and grandkids deserve a better future than they're going to get if we don't do all 
we can about Climate Change now. Climate Change is already causing major problems, but it's 
on course to get much worse--and the people who will get the brunt of it are our kids and 
grandkids. 
  
 In Tompkins County, we have a plan for facing up to Climate Change. It says we need to 
cut back on fossil fuels and switch to renewables. Those who keep track of our progress say we 
are already way behind. We've got pick up the pace. 
 

 The Solar 8 project will help us do just what is needed. I have studied the proposal for its 
legality AND its environmental impact. Based on what I know of the Town's laws, the project 
can be legally placed in the Zoning Districts chosen. From what I've seen, it meets the 
requirements for legal subdivisions. Based on what I know about Public Service Commission 
rulings, it meets the requirements for community aggregated solar. In fact placing 2 MW arrays 
next to each other as proposed is exactly what the PSC expects. 
  
 Therefore, the question before the Town Board tonight is down to whether the Developer 
has done everything practical to reduce its negative environmental impact—not whether our 
ancestors should be honored. We do that every day in what we do and how we say it. 
 



 Given how Solar 8 has changed the project to meet residents' concerns, we have to say 
they have done everything that's realistically possible. As to our ancestors, I say it is time to do 
what they would have done, put the kids first, and push on to more solar.   
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Joseph M. Wilson    
 



    

 



 





         
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
This is Judy Auble-Zazzara and Saino Zazzara to share our thoughts and wishes 
with the Town of Dryden Board. We own lots at Willow Glen and I (Judy) have 3 or 
4 generations of family and friends buried in Willow Glen. We like the setting 
and chose this place for several reasons one being the beautiful setting and 
excellent care. 
 
 We are opposed to the solar project and the cell tower (although I understand 
the cell tower has been voted on) because of the eye sore that these solar units 
present. At first glance they appear fairly neat but as time goes by and they 
break down I do NOT see anyone taking care of these units. There are many large 
fields in the town, that do NOT border a quiet resting place for so many 
residents and their families. Our plan is to be buried in Willow Glen as it is 
now hopefully not surrounded by large black solar units. 
 
We suggest the town board look for and suggest other sites for this project and 
NOT allow the building of the cell tower or the solar project at the Willow Glen 
site. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Judith Auble-Zazzara  
Saino Zazzara 
620 Main St PO Box 483 
Etna NY 13062 
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	From: Liz Galst [Umailto:liz.galst@mac.comU]
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	Graham 4-13-17
	From: Janis Graham [7TUmailto:janisgraham22@gmail.comU7T]

	Graham 4-24-17
	From: Janis Graham [Umailto:janisgraham22@gmail.comU]  Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 11:50 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: COULD YOU FORWARD TO TOWN BOARD, PLANNING BOARD AND CONSERVATION BOARD? (and let me know you got this?) THANK YOU!

	Greene 4-26-17
	From: Sue Greene [Umailto:sheckyg@rochester.rr.comU]

	Greene 4-26-17a
	From: Sue Greene [Umailto:sue.greene@carestream.comU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:17 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Please Vote NO on the Solar Panels

	Grogan 4-24-17
	Subject: Property North of Willow Glenn Cemetery

	Hammond 4-21-17
	Hanna 4-24-17
	Subject: Solar

	Harrison 4-22-17
	Hess 4-27-17
	From: Sara Hess [Umailto:sarahess630@gmail.comU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 4:57 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: comments about the Solar projects

	Hotchkin 4-21-17
	Subject: Industrial Sized Solar Project

	Ingalls  S 4-20-17
	Ingalls 4-21-17
	Subject: proposed solar & tower project

	Jackson 4-30-17
	Jackson 4-30-17
	From: judyinthesky1999 [7TUmailto:judyinthesky1999@yahoo.comU7T]  Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 12:21 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: RE:industrialized solar project

	Jacobs 4-20-17
	Jacobsen 4-28-17
	Jacobsen 4-28-17
	From: David Jacobsen [7TUmailto:djacobsen@twcny.rr.comU7T]  Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 11:16 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Proposed Solar Project

	Kelsen 4-25-17
	Subject: I support solar.

	Lavine 4-27-17
	From: Buzz Lavine [Umailto:mlavine@twcny.rr.comU]  Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 12:38 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Proposed solar farm land had been leased for fracking - Revised

	Leonard 4-27-17
	From: Uartisan@frontiernet.netU [Umailto:artisan@frontiernet.netU]  Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:06 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: notes for solar

	Maybee 4-24-17
	McGraw 4-21-17
	Meader 4-19-17
	Subject: comment on proposal to build solar farms

	Mistry 4-24-17
	Subject: Solar Farm on Dodge Rd.
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	Moraleda 4-26-17
	From: Mark Moraleda [Umailto:mmoraleda@newrootsschool.orgU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 4:27 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Re: Supporting The Solar Project

	Morgan 4-24-17
	Subject: To Town of Dryden Planning Board Members

	mosher 4-16-17
	Local Disk
	S:\Planning Dept\2017\SUP 2017\Sun8\comments\April 3\mosher 4-16-17.txt


	Multari 4-25-17
	Subject: Opposition to Dryden solar project

	Multari 4-30-17
	From: Joleen Multari [7TUmailto:jonepal04@yahoo.comU7T]  Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 2:58 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Possible endangered species in Ellis Tract area
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	Multari, J 4-30-17
	From: Joleen Multari [7TUmailto:jonepal04@yahoo.comU7T]  Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 1:18 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Please forward to Planning Board prior to 5/3 meeting

	Niziol 4-27-17
	From: msn56 [Umailto:yukonheart@gmail.comU]  Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:02 AM To: Ray Burger <Urburger@dryden.ny.usU> Subject: Proposal for Both Sides of the Solar Issue

	Palumbo 4-24-17
	Subject: Solar Project

	Perkins 4-26-17
	Pierpont 4-20-17
	Pierpont 4-26-17
	From: Judith Pierpont [Umailto:jp28@cornell.eduU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 1:21 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Please forward my comment to TB and PB members--Thanks

	Podulka 4-25-17
	Price 4-20-17
	Reed, Bob 4-21-17
	Rice 4-26-17
	From: Aaron Rice [Umailto:aaron.n.rice@gmail.comU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 3:27 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Dryden Solar Farm

	Ripley 4-29-17
	Ripley 4-29-17
	From: Barbara Herr [7TUmailto:bobby@barbaraherrkitchens.comU7T]  Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 11:26 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Industrial Solar Projects + Verizon cell tower

	Rith 4-28-17
	Rith 4-28-17
	From: Maude Rith [7TUmailto:maude.rith@gmail.comU7T]  Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 7:19 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: I support solar in Dryden

	Robinson 4-24-17
	Subject: solar farm & cell tower

	Rockwell 4-22-17
	Rolfe 4-24-17
	Russell 4-18-17
	Russell 4-28-17
	Russell 4-28-17
	From: Kathy Russell [7TUmailto:Kathy.Russell@cortland.eduU7T]  Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 1:05 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: My Neptune Fire Hall Statement supporting solar projects

	Sacchi 4-22-17
	Schaeffer 4-24-17
	Schaufler 4-28-17
	Schickel 4-21-17
	Schrader 4-27-17
	Scutt 4-27-17
	Scutt 4-27-17a
	From: "Peter J. Davies" <7TUpjd2@cornell.eduU7T> Date: Apr 27, 2017 2:07 PM Subject: On native artifacts and solar energy installations
	From: Craig Schutt [mailto:7TUcrschutt61@gmail.comU7T]  Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 7:41 AM To: Bonnie Scutt; 7TUbrad@perkinsfuneralhome.comU7T Subject: Fwd: Re: On native artifacts and solar energy installations
	From: Peter J. Davies Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 2:07 PM To: Bambi Avery; Ray Burger; Daniel Lamb; Deborah Cipolla-Dennis; Kathy Servoss; Linda Lavine; Supervisor; Craig Anderson ; David Alan Weinstein; Hilary Lambert; J Wilson PB (7TUwilson.dryde...
	From: Bambi Avery [mailto:7TUtownclerk@dryden.ny.usU7T]  Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 1:13 PM To: Ray Burger <7TUrburger@dryden.ny.usU7T>; Daniel Lamb <7TUdlamb@dryden.ny.usU7T>; Deborah Cipolla-Dennis <7TUDCipolla-Dennis@dryden.ny.usU7T>; Kathy Ser...
	From: Bonnie Scutt [7TUmailto:bonniescutt@gmail.comU7T]  Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 9:24 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: My address to the Town Board Wed April 26th, 2017

	Scutt b 4-26-17
	From: Bonnie Scutt [Umailto:bonniescutt@gmail.comU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:34 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Fwd: Request for Information Please
	---------- Forwarded message ---------- From: Nina M Versaggi <Unversagg@binghamton.eduU> Date: Tue, Apr 25, 2017 at 5:40 PM Subject: Re: Request for Information Please To: Bonnie Scutt <Ubonniescutt@gmail.comU>

	Scutt, Bonnie 4-24-17
	Subject: Fwd: Request for Information Please
	---------- Forwarded message ---------- From: Nina M Versaggi <Unversagg@binghamton.eduU> Date: Mon, Apr 24, 2017 at 5:01 PM Subject: Re: Request for Information Please To: Bonnie Scutt <Ubonniescutt@gmail.comU>

	Seeley 4-25-17
	From: Uwendy42@aol.comU [Umailto:wendy42@aol.comU]  Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 5:46 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: AGAINST THE SOLAR PROJECT

	Shippy 4-30-17
	From: Jim Shippy [7TUmailto:jshippy@twcny.rr.comU7T]  Sent: Sunday, April 30, 2017 6:52 PM To: 7TUmweinstein@ithacajournal.comU7T Cc: 7TUpresident@cornell.eduU7T; Bambi Avery Subject: Dodge Road Solar Project

	Sickle 4-24-17
	Subject: Solar Project

	Sieradzki 4-24-17
	Silfer 4-26-17
	From: Bethany Buhrmaster Silfer [Umailto:bb29@cornell.eduU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 10:38 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Dryden Solar Project in support of

	Simrell 4-19-17
	Skaley 4-24-17
	Subject: Support for solar arrays

	Southerm 4-26-17
	From: Audrey Southern [Umailto:asouthern@newrootsschool.orgU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 12:59 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Solar Project

	Speight 4-26-17
	From: Fran Speight [Umailto:fspeight@newrootsschool.orgU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:23 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Letter for tonight's meeting

	Stauffeneker 4-24-17
	Subject: SOLAR PROJECT AND VERIZON TOWER

	stephens 4-14-17
	Local Disk
	S:\Planning Dept\2017\SUP 2017\Sun8\comments\April 3\stephens 4-14-17.txt


	Sweet 4-24-17
	Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery

	Tanksley 4-25-17
	Terrie 4-25-17
	Tompkins County Environmental Committee 4-26-17
	Tompkins County
	Environmental Management Council
	121 East Court Street, Ithaca, New York 14850


	Underwood 4-21-17
	Van Sickle 4-24-17
	From: Betsey Van Sickle [Umailto:bv13@cornell.eduU]  Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 1:54 PM To: UTownClerk@dryden.ny.usU Cc: 'brad@perkinsfuneralhome.com' Subject: Solar Project

	Vanek 4-26-17
	From: Francis M. Vanek [Umailto:fmv3@cornell.eduU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 1:11 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: In support of Dryden solar project

	Wagner 4-24-17
	Subject: statement concerning the solar farm project

	Wallace  4-29-17
	Wallace 5-1-17
	From: Larri Richmond [7TUmailto:LRichmond@twcny.rr.comU7T]  Sent: Saturday, April 29, 2017 10:35 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: solar installation on Dodge Rd.

	Walsh 4-25-17
	Subject: Solar

	Walter 4-27-17
	Warner 4-27-17
	From: Christy Warner [Umailto:dfd489@gmail.comU]  Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 6:40 PM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Solar Project and Cell Tower Project

	Weinstein 4-26-17
	Wheatley 4-25-17
	Whitmore 4-21-17
	Subject: Cemetery

	Willemsen 4-23-17
	Willsey 4-26-17
	From: UGdelaver@twcny.rr.comU [Umailto:Gdelaver@twcny.rr.comU]  Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 7:12 AM To: Bambi Avery Subject: Oppose Industrial Solar Project

	Wilson 4-24-17
	Wilson, Edward 4-24-17
	Wilson, Roberta 4-25-17
	Zazzara 4-25-17



