
    

 



  
Subject: Support of solar farm proposal 
 
I am writing in support of granting a special use permit for the solar farm projects in Dryden. 
These projects are in our best interest. They will provide power at reduced cost for homeowners 
and much needed tax revenue for Dryden. As there will be wildlife corridors through the fencing, 
the impact on wildlife is minimal. This is a much lower impact use of the land than other 
possible uses, including agricultural use.  
I also do not find solar panels aesthetically unpleasing. The minimum 130” setbacks seem 
extremely generous and appropriate. 
 
Susan Ashdown 
12 Forest Lane 
Ithaca, NY 
 
 







        
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
To the Town of Dryden, 
 
I am sending this letter on behalf of my husband Chris Baker.  His parents, grandparents and several of 
his relatives are resting in Willow Glen Cemetery.  We are both opposed to the solar project and the sell 
tower project,.next to the cemetery.  It is suppose to be a place of peace and beauty.  No one wants to 
see a solar farm next to where their loved ones are resting. 
 
Sincerely 
 

Jo Lynne Abdallah  & Chris Baker 
  
 
 



  

Subject: cemetery 
 

In regard to your letter concerning the Willow Glen Cemetery,  I also oppose the solar project 
and the cell tower project.  I have relatives buried there and while visiting have found it to be a 
very peaceful and serene setting.  Would hate to see that change.  Albert Basl 

 



       

Industrial Sized Solar Project & Verizon cell Tower 
 

I am E-Mailing you to oppose the solar project and the cell tower project!  The Willow Glen 
Cemetary is a sacred place for me as it is where my Father, Mother as well as other  family 
members rest in peace. 

 

Why upset the natural rural setting? Why the big rush to a decision?  Do these projects fit 
into the  comprehensive plan of the Town of Dryden?  

 

 

In  Seneca Falls "Mount Trashmore" aka Seneca Meadows Landfill  is an example of what you 
get if you fail to do your "homework". The whole of Seneca County  is now  paying the price for 
poor  planning.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Flora (Woodard) Beck 

 



     
Subject: Solar Project 
 
 
I am a lot owner and I OPPOSE the SOLAR PROJECT AND THE CELL TOWER PROJECT! 
The cemetery is a scared place 
 
And I strongly OPPOSE this project. Willow Glen Cemetery should remain  in the in the natural 
rural setting that has existed for  
 
the last several hundred years.  
 
Dewey Bonner Lot Owner 
 







      
To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing in regards to the Industrial Sized Solar Project being proposed on the farm land that is 
directly north of Willow Glen cemetery as well as the Verizon cell Tower.  I completely oppose these 
projects as they are disrespectful to my loved ones laid to rest there. My loved ones chose to live in 
Dryden, because of the beauty in this area.  Please do not take that away from them in death.   
Sincerely, 
Bobette Butts        
 



        

Subject: Solar and Cell Tower Projects 
 
 
Dear Planning Board Members, 
 
I am a lot owner of Willow Glen Cemetery and I strongly oppose the solar project and the cell tower 
project in this particular area. I believe that the view to the North and East should remain in the natural 
rural setting that has existed for many generations of families. The Hollister family has always regarded 
Willow Glen Cemetery as a sacred place and trust that these projects will not be approved. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Hollister Carty 

 



   
Subject: Support for modified solar proposal 
 
 
Please share this message with the Town Board, the Conservation Board and the 
Planning Board. 
 
 I support the modified solar proposal in Dryden for the following reasons: 
 

• Changes in the original proposal have been made to meet residents' concerns; 
(including less obtrusive fencing, wildlife corridors, substantial setbacks from 
roads and residential properties, and attractive vegetative screening to mitigate 
the impact on the viewscape).  Even some residents most impacted by the siting 
of these installations have been complimentary about the company’s willingness 
to adjust their plans to address citizen concerns.  

 

• This project  brings in much needed revenue to Town and Dryden Schools 
because the parcel will generate tax income if this project goes forward while it 
currently is owned by Cornell and generates no tax income. 

 

• As a result of this project as many as 7500 homes can get discounted energy 
from a renewable source. 

 

• This development of local solar energy production will contribute to freedom from 
dependence on nuclear and fossil fuels through the larger national power grid. 
 Like the local food movement, having local, renewable sources of energy gives 
us increased local security and an improved position in the face of an uncertain 
future. 

 
 
Please don't let 'NIMBY' objections get in the way of this positive step for Dryden. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Carol Clarke 
91 German Cross Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 



      
 
To whom it may concern, 

I would like to voice my support for the solar project near the Willow Glen Cemetery. I think 
that one of the best ways to honor and respect the deceased is to take actions that protect the 
environment for their descendants. Solar panels, in my opinion, are really rather pretty, and 
would be quite moving in contrast with the rural look of the surrounding countryside. The 
installation and upkeep of the solar installation will bring middle-class jobs to our community, 
and provides young people with STEM degrees opportunities to stay in the community after 
graduation from college. I think that seeing the high-technology solar panels in the rustic 
backdrop creates a hopeful scene for Dryden, one that looks towards a brighter future for our 
community and our planet. 

Your fellow community member, 
Marcus Converse 
 



            
Subject: Proposed Solar Project and cell tower project 
Importance: High 
 
To the members of the Town of Dryden Planning Board 
 
I am writing to you to inform you that I vehemently oppose the proposed solar project and cell 
tower project.  I am a lot owner in the Willow Glen Cemetery and also a member of the Board of 
Directors of the willow Glen Cemetery.  In particular, my lot borders the involved property.  As I 
stand before the sites of our loved ones’ headstones, giving honor and reverence, these proposed 
projects would be directly in my line of sight.  Instead of the beautiful, gently rolling hillsides, 
my view would become obstructed by hideous industrial solar panels and steel beams, which are 
intimidating and disturbing.  
My family has lived in this area for generations, nurturing, maintaining and preserving this 
precious community.  This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering solace and 
healing.  To change the current natural, bucolic setting would be a criminal act upon the very 
purpose of this location. 
Again, I strongly oppose the construction of these projects and urge you to vote against these 
proposals. 
 
Douglas E. Cotterill 
353 Virgil Road 
Dryden, NY 13053 
 

 



   
4/20/17 
Written Comments to Dryden Town Board Business Meeting 
By Katie Quinn-Jacobs 
First, on behalf of our team at MOF, I would like to thank the board for its support for the 
air 
quality monitoring and health study projects we have begun in Ellis Hollow. Your 
assistance is 
much appreciated. 
I am here tonight to follow up on the comments I made last month regarding regulatory 
issues 
surrounding the operations at the Borger natural gas compressor station. 
While we understand that the facility has existed in Ellis Hollow for decades, it is not a 
static 
element within our community. There has been a steady stream of enhancements and 
expansions dating back to the early 80s. 
Currently, Borger has been approved by FERC to emit up to 100,000 more tons of 
emissions per 
year into the air we breathe. And as part of Dominion's New Market project, Borger will 
be 
pushing an increased volume of gas at higher pressures through 50-year-old pipe. 
Additionally, 
there are five unremediated toxic spills that have not been cleaned up to NYS DEC 
standards. 
While our county is lauded as a leader in NYS regarding reducing the use of fossil fuels, 
our 
corner of Tompkins County is expected to absorb the increasing externalities associated 
with this 
industrial facility in our community. 
We want this dynamic to end. 
We want the full impact of Borger 's operations to be taken into account. 
We want the same level of scrutiny applied to Borger that is on display at these town 
board 
meetings for other development efforts in the township. 
We want the protections of the town’s comprehensive plan and the zoning codes, 
including the 
Special Use Permit process to be applied to the Borger Station as it was in the 1980's. 
To this end, we want to know what legal recourse is available in order to make a course 
correction in how Borger is regulated locally? For example, would Home Rule apply to 
this 
situation as it did with fracking? 



          
From: Kress, Steve <skress@audobon.org> 
Date:  Sun, Apr 2, 2017 at 2:18 PM 
 
Statement regarding proposed Dodge Road Solar Farm 
 
The warming of our Earth is the single greatest environmental threat of our time. It is 
difficult to appreciate this because the effects are not obvious from day to day, but they 
are there all the same, as evidenced by the extreme melting of polar ice, ocean level 
rise and the increased frequency of super storms. Plants are responding to our warming 
climate by blooming earlier. About 50% of North American land birds have shifted their 
ranges northward in response to this warming, a trend that will lead to reduced ranges 
and habitat for most. Likewise, seabirds are finding less food as oceans become 
warmer and less productive. The burning of fossil fuel and the release of carbon dioxide 
is the primary reason for climate change. Reducing our use of fossil fuels is the most 
direct way to slow this threat. 
  
I visited Dodge Road recently to see the Norway spruce plantation which I understand 
needs to be reduced as to not shade the solar farm. In my opinion, this monoculture of 
spruce provides little valuable bird habitat and that the birds that use it would still have 
ample habitat if the plantation was reduced by the several acres necessary to reduce 
shading of the solar farm.  
 
It is important to weigh the impact on this habitat against the measurable benefits of the 
alternative energy provided by the farm. The solar farm proposed for Dodge Road is an 
opportunity to take local action for a global problem. It will make a statement that our 
community is committed to moving away from burning fossil fuels and toward 
sustainable energy. If not, future generations may well ask why we did not do more 
when the facts were clear. 
 
 
Steve Kress 
VP for Bird Conservation 
National Audubon Society 
 

 



      

Respected Dryden Planning Board Members and Town Board Members, we thank you for the 
opportunity to share our concerns for the ambience of the surroundings of the Willow Glen 
Cemetery on Dryden Road where our relative Joseph McGraw was interred in the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty four. 

Joseph McGraw was the father of John McGraw - a co-founder of Cornell University there in 
nearby Ithaca, and many may want to visit those times with perhaps spiritual reflection 
without commercial intrusions. 

Can we not find, in the 7.2 million acres of farm land in New York State, another site to 
locate fields of sun-blinding solar panels? Thank you much, Brad Perkins.  

Willow Glen Cemetery friend, Thomas McGraw 

 



 



    
Subject: comment on proposal to build solar farms 
 
To whom it concerns - Aka ALL OF US!   I am writing to thank Dryden, once again, for being 
on the leading edge of working to convert our towns 'life blood' energy sources to renewables!  I 
am so proud of our town, our board and my neighbors for thinking outside the box and 
considering allowing a solar project of this heft to be investigated, encouraged and built!  If we 
can successfully keep the fracking privateers out of our borders - we can, and should, allow the 
solar purveyors in!   
I applaud all of the potential neighbors to the proposed sites who came out and thoughtfully put 
forth their concerns to both these projects- giving solid and critical feedback re the potential 
impacts on their lives and property values.  I also applaud the board and the builder, 
Consolidated Sun, for responding solidly and thoughtfully to these folks concerns.  It seems that 
on all sides of the project people have maintained their sanity and their dignity and not stooped 
to the usual backbiting that generally dogs the heels of projects like these.  I sense a baseline 
collaborative spirit here! 
The reality that potentially 7500 Dryden households could be supplied with clean, renewable 
energy is phenomenal.  Solar is becoming, not only financially feasible, but clearly the only sane 
way to proceed in building up our infrastructure as we grow our town. It's safe, environmentally 
friendly, renewable, and something to be proud of, a move that will put Dryden on the map once 
again, only this time round for a positive, proactive reason, not because we were able to 
prevent disaster before it settled down amongst us and poisoned our lives.   
So I extend my thanks and appreciation again to the efforts of ALL who have been working 
tirelessly to bring this project home - from the proposal stages thru to the fine-tuning efforts.  Im 
writing to encourage the board to approve the projects - to move ahead of the curve, once again - 
to step out and be a leader in reducing our impact on the delicate atmospheres that support all 
life, in all of its spectacularity.  
 
Thank you, 
Jane Meader 
59 Palmear Rd 
Freeville NY 

 



    
Subject: Solar Farm on Dodge Rd. 
 

To Dryden Town Board 

Dear Town Board, 
   I have reviewed the application from Distributed Sun and have several comments on the Dodge 
Rd site. 

1.  In section #7, page 10, c. 
        The question asked is "Is this site used for public recreation" ?  The answer is completely 
inadequate.  Dodge Road is used for many purposes by the public . To name a few:  walking, 
cross country skiing, bird  watching,  bike riding, dog walking, hunting, viewing sunsets, 
watching wildlife, meeting neighbors, etc.  In short , it is used as a public park, the only area in 
walking distance for most local residents for use in these ways. 

2.  In section #7, page 12, m. 
        The question asks " What is the predominant wildlife?". The answer is very incomplete , 
and to the local residents, laughable! 
(Please see the list of species of mammals and birds submitted to the town board by Gin and Nari 
Mistry on March 16, 2017.) 

3.  In section #7, page 12 , n. 
        The question asks if this site supports a significant natural community.  Their answer "No" 
is a shameful misrepresentation of the area.  Over 20 species of mammals including bobcats, 
coyotes, weasels, etc and over 80 species of birds are regularly seen on Dodge Rd. 

4.  In section #7, page 12, o. 
        The question "Are there endangered or threatened species on this site?  This needs to be 
looked at more carefully.  Both the Bald Eagle, and the Northern Harrier are seen on Dodge Rd. 

5.  In section #7, page 12, p. 
        The question asks if there are species "of special concern " on  this site?  The following 
birds are seen on Dodge Rd:  Osprey, Sharpshinned hawk, Coopers hawk, and Horned lark.  To 
know if any of these birds are nesting in this area a study during the months of April, May, and 
June needs to be done. 

     I would hope that the board would consider these comments and take the time to carefully 
consider if Dodge Road is a proper site for this huge industrial project. 

Gin Mistry 
Ellis Hollow Rd. 

 



        
Subject: To Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 
 
This is to encourage you, strongly, to reject the proposals to build a solar farm and cell tower 
next to the Willow Glen cemetery. 
  
The peacefulness and scenic beauty of this cemetery were important reasons why my father, the 
late Dryden Mayor A. Bradford Morgan, chose this cemetery for his and my mother’s resting 
place. They were also factors in my deciding to bury my wife there, with my name already 
carved into the stone next to hers. 
  
I recognize the day may come when it is decided to fill the land surrounding this cemetery with 
housing, and that is acceptable to me.  Surrounding it with a solar farm and cell tower is not. 
What next?  Approve a Walmart between  the Methodist and Presbyterian churches? 
  
Approving these projects will be a huge disservice to the people who have chosen to be buried 
there and to their living and future descendants. At age 71, I knew many of the people who are 
now buried there.  I suspect each of you does too.  I know how much they contributed to our 
township communities.  I believe they deserve much better from the Planning Board.  I honestly 
can’t think of anything the owners of these projects deserve from you other than taking the time 
to review their proposals and then vote in a way that reflects the wishes and best interest of 
township residents. 
  
Surely there is other land in the Dryden township that would work just as well for these projects, 
but be far less harmful to former and current township residents.  Are there any significant 
benefits to current or future township residents from approving these projects in their proposed 
location? 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Brad Morgan 
  
11201 Landmark Court 
Denton, TX 76207 
  
720-480-6032 
 



  
  
Subject: Opposition to Dryden solar project 
 
 Dear Mr. Leifer: 
  
  I am sending this letter directly to you as I got a response that the Town Clerk is out 
until 4/27 and want to be sure my opinion is heard. 
  
I am a very enthusiastic supporter of solar.  I look forward to having as many solar 
panels as possible in my own back yard, and/or participating in true community solar 
projects.  
  
 I am however very opposed to the large scale solar project in the town of Dryden. 
   
 I think we all have to be very careful about what we throw under the bus when we 
engage in a hypnotic mantra of solar at any cost, and in any place.  The proposed 
locations are not appropriate for this project and will destroy areas of significant value to 
our community. 
  
  I thought I lived in a community that places a high value on preserving, protecting, and 
maintaining wetlands, forests, wildlife, areas of biodiversity, scenic beauty, and historic 
landmarks, not to mention preserving the property values of tax paying residents.  In 
fact, these things have been part of the rallying cries for past endeavors such as 
banning fracking.   What an odd turn of events this is.  I am quite dismayed, and frankly 
shocked at the direction this situation has taken.  All of a sudden, it appears to be fine to 
destroy these things. It feels hypocritical and wrong to me. 
  
  Dodge Road is a beautiful and remarkable area, as is the whole quadrant of 
Stevenson, Dodge, Turkey hill and Game Farm roads.  Hundreds of people including 
myself use the area on a weekly basis for walking, running, biking, bird and wildlife 
viewing, and a place to come with their families because it is so beautiful and unique.  I 
am amazed at the amount of diversity in plant, bird & animal life that is present. We 
need these types of areas and should protect them.   
  
Each year in April, over 1000 runners come from all over to participate in the Skunk 
Cabbage 10k & half Marathon races which are focused in the Stevenson, Dodge, & 
Turkey Hill Road areas.  They come for the scenic beauty along the course of the race. 
  
  I also think that the heartfelt feelings of Dryden residents about their cemetery should 
be taken very seriously.  It is clear that it is a very important part of their history and 
fabric of that community.  All you have to do is drive past it to see the great pride they 
take in it. 
  
  With all of the enthusiastic and smart people we have in this community that want to 
increase the use of solar, I have full confidence that we can find many other more 
appropriate sites to use for developing true community & individual solar projects.  For 



example, NYSEG has joined with Taitem engineering as a solar partner to develop one 
such program.  There will be more. In total, these could dwarf the output of solar energy 
from the large solar project that is proposed.  This would also keep it local, which has 
been another priority in this community. 
  
Thank you, 
Joleen Multari 
21 Hartwood Rd. 
Ithaca, NY 
Town of Dryden 
 



     
Subject: Solar Project 
 
I am writing as a lot owner and friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery to state that I oppose 
construction of a solar farm and cell tower next to the cemetery as proposed.  I support the 
position that these areas around the cemetery should remain rural.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Marc Palumbo 
 



      

Dear Town Board and Planning Board Members, 
 
I am writing to say that I agree with the Planning Board that the proposed 
Evergreen PUD should not be approved.  The developers seem not to be aligned with 
the values of Dryden that the Town Board, the Planning Board and the public have 
communicated to them multiple times.  In particular, I think they have not 
proceeded in good faith to investigate the feasibility of not using natural gas 
to heat the units.  A new construction is the right time to move forward with 
non-fossil-fuel heating and cooling; other new developments in the area are 
installing electric heat pumps.  Dryden will soon have Community Solar right next 
door to this development at a discount from the regular NYSEG rates.  The refusal 
of the developer to find out what would really be entailed in using renewably-
sourced electric heating is disqualifying, in my opinion. The driveway, water and 
sewer, density and parking issues contribute to my sense that this development 
does not deserve the extra consideration of a PUD.  Other developers will offer 
plans that are more consistent with Dryden’s values. 
 
Thank you for your hard work on this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Pierpont 
   

 



   
Subject: Solar Array Farms  
 
Dear Dryden Town Board and Town of Dryden Planning Board Members,  
 
I am writing to express my opposition to the Solar Array Farms in the Town of 
Dryden in highly visible sites such as in community locations.  Our landscape 
makes the Town of Dryden one of the most beautiful spots in New York State.  This 
is why 
people from all over the world come to Central New York.      
 
Shirley Price, Account Clerk/Typist 
Account Clerk Typist & Records Management Officer Dryden Central School District 
607-844-5361 (Press #0) or 607-844-8694 ext 2604 
e-mail   sprice1@dryden.k12.ny.us 
 

 

mailto:sprice1@dryden.k12.ny.us�


   
Dear Town of Dryden Planning Board Members and Town Board Members 
 
I am writing you on behalf of my two brothers ( William and Ira III ) and their families, we represent at least 
4 generations of Reeds and Griffins that lived their lives in the Dryden area and now laid to rest in Willow 
Glen. Our uncle Lou Petricola and his in laws are also buried there. My grandmother Elizabeth Griffin 
Reed (12/17/1891- 6/1/1985) was a teacher in Dryden's one room school house back in the day. I know 
she would be opposed

 

 to the solar project and cell tower proposed to be built behind/near Willow Glen 
and so I ask you in her memory to vote NO. 

Regards, 

Bob Reed 
Honorary Past President 
East Central Chapter North Florida PGA 
6 Woodland Circle 
Haines City, Fl. 
Cell (407) 467-3264 
 



      
  
Subject: solar farm & cell tower 
 
It has come to our attention that the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members are considering 
a proposal to build an industrial sized solar project and a Verizon cell tower on land directly 
north of the Willow Glen Cemetery. Several members of our families are already buried at 
Willow Glen and we own a plot where we intend to be buried in the future. We object to this 
project on many levels, but mainly because it will destroy the beautiful rural, peaceful setting of 
the cemetery. 
  
As former Dryden residents, we might feel differently if there were some real benefits for the 
town. Since that does not seem to be the case, we sincerely hope that the Planning Board will 
vote against these proposals. I’m sure there are many other sites available that would be better 
suited to these projects. 
  
Robert and Mary Jane Robinson 
New Bern, NC 
 



           
It is appalling to me that the board would consider a solar eye soar in the town of dryden and 
near the cemetary. 
 
I have family in willow Glenn.  I see the ugly panels in Harford and can't help but shake my head 
at the eyesore the landscape is. 
 
There is no real benefit to the tax payers of Dryden, and I am a tax payer. 
 
Please do not put solar in our town or neighborhood.  
 
Patty Rockwell 
456 midline rd. 
Freeville NY  13068 
 
 



       
To Whom It May Concern: 
    I am writing this letter to address my opposition to the proposed Solar Project to be installed near 
Willow Glen cemetery.  I am a lot owner as have been my family members since the early 1900's.  I beg 
that you will thoughtfully reconsider your choice of this site and keep the area surrounding the cemetery 
as pastoral and peaceful as it has been for many, many years.  
    I am speaking now for family members who are many years gone.  My father Earl E. Butts, was born in 
Dryden in 1914.  His parents and grandparents were also from Dryden.  Dad had 9 brothers, all born in 
Dryden.  Dad and his eight brothers joined the US Army and proudly served during WWII.  My father went 
from North Africa to Sicily, to England and landed on Omaha Beach with the First Division, 18th Infantry.  
He was awarded the Bronze Star for Bravery.  One brother, Art, served in the Pacific.  The ninth brother, 
Stanely, was too young to join his brothers.  He served in Korea where he was badly wounded twice and 
awarded two Purple Hearts.  By the grace of God all brothers returned home safely to Dryden.  All but 
one now rest in Willow Glen.   
    My Mom's brother, Earl J. Chaffee, Jr. also served in Europe.  Sadly, he was killed in action in Belgium 
in 1944.  He too came home to Dryden and rests in Willow Glen Cemetery.  Towering fir trees now stand 
as honor guards watching over these brave men.  
    My parents, grandparents and great-grandparents lay here, my aunts, uncles and cousins.  My 
youngest sister, Cindy, passed away much too soon at the age of 26.  She is with them now.  A baby girl 
named Shirley who never had a story of her own lies cradled under the lovingly tended grass.  The 
breezes through the old beech trees sing her lullabies daily.  Please keep the surrounding country side as 
beautiful and serene as it was when they, my loved ones, left us. 
     Sometimes I like to go there and silently visit my parents and my grandma and grandpa.  I can look at 
the fields, hills and sky and quietly reflect that the last time my folks passed this way it all looked so much 
the same, and because of this "sameness" I feel close to them; they're at home here.  
    Please do not allow this "solar farm" to be put near this spot. Keep it as it was intended to be as they 
last saw it. We do not need this, Dryden does not need this.  I am proud to be from a long-line of 
"Drydenites".  Please make the right and moral choice.  Keep our cemetery rural and beautiful and 
something that we can all be proud of.   
Sincerely, 
Erma (Butts) Sacchi 
 



  
  
   
Dear Town Clerk, 
My husband and I live in the town of Dryden and would like to express that we are 
all For Solar! 
Thank you, 
Steve and Marcy Schaeffer 
92 Genung Circle 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 



  
Sent from my iPhoneIt is most troubling to see how little regard the town board 
has for the sacred space in this community. It seems to me that the lack of 
respect for citizens' genuine concern about desecration of the final resting 
space for community members, is the height of arrogance and certainly not 
reflective of the type of community that places a value on its sacred spaces. If 
you had a parent or child buried in that beautiful space and now, when you 
visited their gravesite, instead of beautiful farm land, you had to look at chain 
link fences and cell towers- you too would be very upset! The town board should 
reconsider this action and be respectful of those who predecased them and their 
families. 
Katrina Saur Schickel  
1 
 



  
  
  
Subject: Solar Project 
 
I am writing to strongly object to the building of the industrial sized solar project on farmland 
north of Willow Glen Cemetery. Being a decendant of many of the villages founders and former 
residents, I speak for all of them, who are buried in Willow Glen Cemetery. One being a Civil 
War hero who fought at Gettysburg. Others built the banks, mills, stores and raised families in 
Dryden. Many WWI and WWII veterans buried there too. 
It would be a disgrace to see any ugly apparition appear north or any side of the cemetery, where 
the gorgeous pastoral scene is there to calm us and comfort us as we bury or visit our loved ones. 
Let them build it someplace else. 
 
Betsey Van Sickle 
 



April 24, 2017 
Attention: Town of Dryden Planning Board, Dryden Town Board 
Subject: Industrial Solar Project Special Use Permits 
 
As a believer in climate change and a supporter of alternative energy sources, it is 
with regret that I write this in OPPOSITION to the proposed solar project.  
 
This forum is NOT a referendum on climate change.  Nor is it a referendum on the 
merits of industrially scaled solar plants as an alternative power source, as many of 
the letters in support of the project would have you believe. Rather, the question 
before the Town Board is whether this project, at these locations is appropriate, 
"compatible with the adjoining properties and with the natural and manmade 
environment"  and conforms to the guidelines for issuing the Special Use Permits 
required to allow this enterprise to proceed. I think not. 
 
I would like to add my signature to the Petition dated March 20, 2017 which 
summarizes seven (7) reasons to oppose the project. I also write in support of the 
letter dated March 23, from Pat Fitzgibbons which lays out a thoughtful and 
thorough case for why the project should not be granted the Permits. 
 
Finally, I'm sure we are all aware of the environmental threat to the US and to 
global climate initiatives like the Paris Accord posed as a result of our recent 
election. We need to realize that a significant percentage of Americans either don't 
even believe in global warming or don't think its that big a deal. Yes, this makes 
doing whatever we can seem important and urgent. However, in light of the above, 
we should also realize the what we need to look at the big picture; we need to 
change public opinion. We need to make an effort to win the hearts and minds of 
skeptics; especially those living in rural America who felt ignored and 
disenfranchised and let their frustrations be heard at the ballot box. I am 
wondering if the long time, permanent residents of Dryden are feeling that this is 
yet another example of having their opinions disrespected? I read one pro-project 
letter comment that concern over the cemetery was in the "who cares" category, 
"after all, they're dead".   
 
Respectfully, 
Eddie Sieradzki 
Ithaca, NY 



    

 

 Subject: I am in favor of the Solar power 
 
We need renewable energy and I urge you to vote in favor of the solar project. 
Mary Balliett 
84A Turkey Hill Rd 
Ithaca, NY 

 



    

 

Subject: Bambi -- could you forward to town board, planning, and the conservation board? (and let me 
know you got this). Thanks, Rachel 
 
 April 25, 2017 
  
  
  
Dryden Town Board 
Town of Dryden Planning 
Conservation Board 
  
  
Dear Supervisor Leifer and Boardmembers; 
  
In reading through all of the available documents concerning SUN8 
(Distributed Sun) proposed Community Solar Project at 2150 Dryden Road, I 
believe you must reach the conclusion that this project has potentially 
significant adverse environmental and cultural impacts, and thus you should 
make a positive declaration on the State Environmental Quality Review 
(SEQR).  
  
“Determining Significance” of the 617.7 State Environmental Quality Review 
(c) (1) (ii) The removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or 
fauna; substantial interference with the movement  of any resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a significant habitat area; 
substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of 
animal or plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse 
impacts to natural resources;” 
  
AND 
  
(v) the impairment of the character or quality of important historical, 
archeological, architectural, or aesthetic resources of existing community or 
neighborhood character.” 
  
-       The proposed plan requires 8.8 acres of mature trees to be cut 
down 
  
This will impact the summer habitat of the northern long-eared bat (NLEB), 
a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. Although Tetra 
Tech submitted a report concluding that the NLEB take would be “incidental” 



they surveyed the area at 2150 Dryden Road in early April when none of the 
migratory wildlife and birds were in the area. Tetra Tech notes in its report 
that the New York State Natural Heritage Program (NYSNHP) records are not 
always up-to-date, and that it has requested additional data from this 
agency as well as U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). There is no 
updated data from these agencies in the online application. 
  
            - The proposed plan will have a significant impact on the 
character of the aesthetic resources (Willow Glen Cemetery), and an 
unknown impact on sensitive archeological Native American sites. 
  
In the LEAF submitted for the proposed plan, SUN8 acknowledges that this 
project is adjacent to a potential historic district or building (Willow Glen 
Cemetery), and that there is a sensitive archeological site on Dryden Road 
listed on the State Historic Preservation (SHPO) site inventory. They 
requested an evaluation from SHPO, which is not included in the online 
application. Until that evaluation is included, this application is not complete. 
  
Moreover, there has been intense community opposition to the placement of 
this solar farm at 2150 Dryden Road. Thousands of people who have 
relatives and friends buried in Willow Glen Cemetery will be directly 
impacted as the solar fields surround the cemetery. The visual screening 
proposed by SUN8, based on their own photos of the projected views with a 
tree hedgerow, does little to mitigate the impact of 1,130 eight-foot high, 
60-feet long, solar panels covering scores of acres. 
  

- Additionally, The Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SPPP) 
is faulty because it is based on the assumption that the design engineers 
utilize an earth-screw-supported foundation solution. “However,” the report 
continues, “as a full geotechnical investigation has not been completed, the 
Project may require a series of foundations solutions based on actual ground 
conditions.” According to the soil study, 2150 Dryden Road consists mostly 
of poorly drained alluvial soil. Where is the full geotechnical report? 
  
There was a curious statement in the SPPP: “The Site Plan document 
displays the existing NYSEG utility lines along with a Point of Common 
Coupling (PCC), the location where the electricity generating project will 
connect with NYSEG. The PCC may be subject to change, pending NYSEG 
comments on the Coordinated System Interconnection Review (CESIR).” If 
this is not the location of a PCC, does that mean this project will not move 
forward?  
  
Several FOIL requests are also outstanding dismissed with the comment in 
the Environmental Site Assessment, “Due to the limited timeframe available 



to conduct this assessment, not all responses have been received from 
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests.”  
  
This project is being rammed through the system and it’s causing such 
distress because it’s hitting at the core of what many members of the 
Dryden community believe in – sustainable energy and a desire to limit 
reliance on coal. But SUN8 has proposed these industrial solar farms that are 
way out of proportion to what’s happening in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. A cemetery is one of the most personal and sacred spaces in 
a community. It’s where people grieve and gather to think about lost family 
and friends. As a life-long voting Democrat and a supporter of solar energy, 
this massive proposed solar project adjacent to Willow Glen Cemetery pulls 
on all these emotions. I do think that well-thought out solar projects will 
thrive in Dryden but something on this scale with too many unknowns and 
an incomplete Environmental Impact Statement is not the place to start. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  

______________________ 
Rachel Dickinson 
Freelance Writer 
31 Main Street 
Freeville, New York 13068 
 
 



     
  
Subject: I support solar.  
 
Hello Dryden Town Board,  
 
I’m writing to share that I am in support of solar in Tompkins County – its absolutely crucial that 
we adopt as much development of solar possible so as to curb our carbon emissions & so that our 
children have a safe, inhabitable planet to live on.  
 
Happy to expand upon this topic if it’s at all helpful! 
 
Thanks,  
Sarah 
 
—   
Sarah J. Kelsen 
Marketing, Renovus Solar 
1520 Trumansburg Road, Ithaca, NY 
(c) 607 882 3432 
(o) 607 277 1777 
www.renovussolar.com 
 

 

http://www.renovussolar.com/�












     
Subject: Fwd: Request for Information Please 
 
Hello Dryden Town Clerk Office, 

Hope the day is going very well for you. 
 
The following email is what I have received so far regarding my inquiries into the Native 
American Indian artifacts and findings near Willow Glen Cemetery.  Can you please include this 
with my "address to the board" I emailed you earlier this week? 
Thank you. 

Also, how do I find out if the site was ever put on the National Register and if there are any 
preservation requirements placed on the land? 

Thank you very much, 

Bonnie Scutt 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nina M Versaggi <nversagg@binghamton.edu> 
Date: Mon, Apr 24, 2017 at 5:01 PM 
Subject: Re: Request for Information Please 
To: Bonnie Scutt <bonniescutt@gmail.com> 

Hello Bonnie, 
I apologize for the delay in responding.  I hope this information will be what you were looking 
for. 
 
In 1997, the Public Archaeology Facility completed an archaeological survey for a NYS DOT 
project along NY 13 in preparation for widening the road.  During that survey, a prehistoric site 
(the Plus Site) was identified to the north of NY 13, east of Johnson Road and west of Willow 
Glen Cemetery.  We did additional excavations to see if the site was significant. Our 15 1 x 1 m 
units, and five 2 x 5 m trenches found artifacts and stains in the ground that we refer to as 
cultural features. There were 6 prehistoric features, 5 post molds, 13 possible post molds, and 
several other soil stains.  The artifacts recovered included lithics, pottery, animal bone, botanical 
remains, a polished stone adze, a chipped shale/sandstone tool blank and fire-cracked rock.  In 
1997, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation determined that 
the Plus Site was eligible for the National Register and a final excavation took place. The Public 
Archaeology Facility completed the field excavations in 1998, analyzed the material, and 
submitted the report to the New York State Museum and DOT in January of 2000.   
 
The final excavations found five possible storage/refuse pit features and 23 possible postmold 
stains.  Postmolds are the decomposed stains left by posts that either formed a wall of a structure, 
such as a longhouse, or were poles used for other purposes. One Feature appeared to represent a 
storage pit within which a roasting platform was prepared at the top of the pit, perhaps to dry and 
smoke the meat before transportation back to a village.  The remains of two deer were found 
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within the feature, as well as pottery and an assemblage of flake tools used to process both hard 
and soft materials.  The feature has been dated to the time period (A.D. 1350-1400).  The other 
possible features included several small hearths.   
 
Archaeologists interpreted the site as a remote temporary camp. Remote camps were likely an 
integral part of the Iroquois economy, as villages (where resources had been depleted) would not 
have survived without these camps.  Because most of archaeology work has centered on Iroquois 
villages, this site was very important to our understanding of Iroquois settlement-subsistence 
patterns. I believe this link will take you to an article that was published on the site: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.2190/TN64-BW24-YJY6-UY9X 
 
Following the completion of the fieldwork and data recovery report, we expected that NYS DOT 
completed their project.  
 
I hope this information is of interest to you. 
 
Nina 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Nina M. Versaggi, PhD  RPA 
Director 
Public Archaeology Facility 
Binghamton University 
4400 Vestal Parkway East 
Science 1, Room 146 
Binghamton, NY  13902-6000 
(607) 777-4786  Voice 
(607) 777-2288  Fax 
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Subject: SOLAR PROJECT AND VERIZON TOWER 
 
April 24, 2017 
 
Dear Town of Dryden Planning Board Members, 
I am concerned about the Industrial Sized Solar Project that is being proposed on the farm land 
that is directly north of the Willow Glen Cemetery, also a Verizon cell Tower that is proposed 
near the cemetery. 
 
My parents, Bob and Jean Keech, are buried in the Willow Glen Cemetery.  My husband and I 
have purchased a lot three lots to the east of my parents.  In fact, we already have our grave stone 
placed at our lot.  It is located about half way down the lane that is the first one in from the east 
side of the cemetery.  We now live in South Carolina, but whenever I am back "home" I visit my 
parents and sit looking off to the north and east at the beauty of the land.  An Industrial Sized 
Solar Project and a Verizon cell tower would greatly distract from the beauty and serenity of the 
land that we now see. 
 
I sincerely hope that you vote NOT to accept this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carol Stauffeneker 
510 Holly Springs Church Rd 
Inman, SC 29349 
 



         
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
I'm a lot owner at Willow Glen Cemetery and I oppose the solar project and the cell tower 
project . The cemetery is a place that is sacred and the views should remain in the natural rural 
setting that has existed for the last several years. Again I would like to state I Oppose Solar & 
Tower Project! 

 



          
Subject: In support of solar in Dryden 
 
Hi -  
We will be attending the meeting tomorrow night but I wanted to make sure you 
knew we are completely in support of the solar projects in Dryden.  
 
It is imperative for our children and grandchildren that we try to change to 
renewable energy sources as much as possible. This is a great opportunity for 
Dryden to lead the way towards a more sustainable future, not to mention saving 
us money and generating tax income for Dryden.  
Thank you, 
 
Theresa Fulton & Steve Tanksley 
17 Bridle Lane, Dryden 

 



        
Subject: solar farm in Dryden 
 
To the Dryden Town Board, 
 
I am a Tompkins County resident, fully in support of the proposed solar farm in 
the Town of Dryden. 
 
For these reasons: 
 
1. Climate change is real. 
2. Climate change is largely the result of the combustion of fossil fuels. 
3. We must immediately begin to generate more energy from non-fossil sources and 
less from coal, gas, and oil. 
4. No solution to our current predicament is perfect; we must all learn to 
compromise. 
5. There is a slight aesthetic loss from the construction of a solar farm, but 
this in no way compares to the loss to our children and grandchildren from our 
continuing dependence on fossil fuels. 
6. In the switch from fossil to non-fossil fuels, every town in the world must 
play a part. 
7. There is no time for delay. 
 
Please forward this note to the Dryden Town Board Members and Dryden Planning 
Board Members.   
 
Sincerely 
Philip Terrie 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

 



   
Subject: Solar project and Verizon tower by Willow Glen Cemetery  
 
We as residents of Dryden and Cemetery lot owners oppose the solar and cell tower 
projects/construction.  We consider these to be detrimental to the Cemetery and 
the Dryden area in general. As Planning Board members and representatives of the 
people of Dryden, Please vote to turn these project down. 
 
The Warren Underwood family 
 
 
 



    
I'm STRONGLY against massive solar farm development in Dryden. Anyone who supports will 
NEVER get my vote again.  
 
Too much. Too big. Wrong place. Ugh.  
 
 
 



  
  

  
  
Subject: statement concerning the solar farm project  
 
To the Town Board:  I am attaching a statement I have written concerning the proposed solar farms.  I 
strongly support the construction of these farms and hope that you will vote in favor of them. 
 
Thank you for your hard work, 
Catherine Wagner 
 



           
Subject: Solar 
 
Hello, 
I am a resident of the Town of Dryden, on Ellis Hollow Rd. 
I have been reading up on the Solar proposal for our area and I am all for it. 
It sounds like a wonderful investment for our future. 
 
Maggie Walsh 
1651 Ellis Hollow Rd 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

 



    
  
Subject: Please forward to town board and planning board members 
 
Dear Ms. Avery, 
 
I have attached my comments for tomorrow’s public hearing on solar power in 
Dryden. Please forward them to town board and planning board members. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Claudia Wheatley 
Dryden resident 
 

 



    

Subject: Cemetery 
 
To whom it may concern. 
    We are long time residents of the Dryden area and have a family member buried in the Willow 
Glen cemetery. We are opposed to the proposed solar field being considered for the area north of 
the cemetery. We feel it would affect the rural landscape for the worse. 
Thank you for your service to our community, 
Fred and Siri Whitmore 

 



  
Subject: Dryden Solar Project 
 
Dryden Town Board, 
 
You have an opportunity to have the eternal gratitude of environmentally aware, 
forward thinking Dryden residents who care about the quality of the environment 
they are handing down to their children and grandchildren. You can be remembered 
for your wisdom and genuine love and concern for this place we call home, Dryden 
NY. You can free 7500 homes from fossil fuel dependency and add millions to the 
coffers of the Ithaca and Dryden school systems, Dryden itself and Tompkins 
County.You can do all this with one important action--vote YES for the Dryden 
Solar project. 
 
Thank you, 
Susan P Willemsen 
 
 



  
  

Joseph M. Wilson 
75 Hunt Hill Road 

Ithaca (Town of Dryden), NY 14850 
April 24, 2017 

Dryden Town Board Members 
93 Main Street 
Dryden, New York 
via Email: townclerk@dryden.ny.us 
 

Re. The Distributed Sun Project 
Ellis and 2150 Dryden Road Sites 
 

Honorable Members: 
 

 The graves of my ancestors are spread across much of our country. I have been to their 
graves in Massachusetts, Maine, Delaware, Ohio, Kansas, and New Mexico. They have been 
kept in various states of repair and are in different kinds of settings. Some are in the country, 
others surrounded by tract homes, some where you can't talk because of highway noise, and one 
in a completely ignored piece of wind blown desert. 
 

 My ancestors were the same kind of good, hard working people who lie in the Willow 
Glen Cemetery—or now who live on Dodge Road. When I visit my ancestors, I go to pay respect 
and to thank them for what they did when they were alive. When no one else can hear, I talk to 
them. What I don't go for, however, is to look at the scenery. The setting is not important 
compared to what I feel for them. 
 

 I have researched my ancestors. One of the things that comes out strong and clear is that 
they put the generations to come ahead of themselves.   
 

 Our kids and grandkids deserve a better future than they're going to get if we don't do all 
we can about Climate Change now. Climate Change is already causing major problems, but it's 
on course to get much worse--and the people who will get the brunt of it are our kids and 
grandkids. 
  
 In Tompkins County, we have a plan for facing up to Climate Change. It says we need to 
cut back on fossil fuels and switch to renewables. Those who keep track of our progress say we 
are already way behind. We've got pick up the pace. 
 

 The Solar 8 project will help us do just what is needed. I have studied the proposal for its 
legality AND its environmental impact. Based on what I know of the Town's laws, the project 
can be legally placed in the Zoning Districts chosen. From what I've seen, it meets the 
requirements for legal subdivisions. Based on what I know about Public Service Commission 
rulings, it meets the requirements for community aggregated solar. In fact placing 2 MW arrays 
next to each other as proposed is exactly what the PSC expects. 
  
 Therefore, the question before the Town Board tonight is down to whether the Developer 
has done everything practical to reduce its negative environmental impact—not whether our 
ancestors should be honored. We do that every day in what we do and how we say it. 
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 Given how Solar 8 has changed the project to meet residents' concerns, we have to say 
they have done everything that's realistically possible. As to our ancestors, I say it is time to do 
what they would have done, put the kids first, and push on to more solar.   
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Joseph M. Wilson    
 



    

 



 





         
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
This is Judy Auble-Zazzara and Saino Zazzara to share our thoughts and wishes 
with the Town of Dryden Board. We own lots at Willow Glen and I (Judy) have 3 or 
4 generations of family and friends buried in Willow Glen. We like the setting 
and chose this place for several reasons one being the beautiful setting and 
excellent care. 
 
 We are opposed to the solar project and the cell tower (although I understand 
the cell tower has been voted on) because of the eye sore that these solar units 
present. At first glance they appear fairly neat but as time goes by and they 
break down I do NOT see anyone taking care of these units. There are many large 
fields in the town, that do NOT border a quiet resting place for so many 
residents and their families. Our plan is to be buried in Willow Glen as it is 
now hopefully not surrounded by large black solar units. 
 
We suggest the town board look for and suggest other sites for this project and 
NOT allow the building of the cell tower or the solar project at the Willow Glen 
site. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Judith Auble-Zazzara  
Saino Zazzara 
620 Main St PO Box 483 
Etna NY 13062 

 



       
 

Dear Members of the Dryden Town Board and Planning Board: 
 
I urge you to vote in favor of the proposed Community Solar Project initiated by Cornell 
University and located on parcels of Cornell land in the Town of Dryden. 
 
I have deep roots at Cornell and in Tompkins County having lived here my entire life. My 
paternal grandparents moved from Cortland County in 1920, 97 years ago, to the Town of Ithaca 
so that my grandfather, who attended Cornell, could join the faculty to teach Civil Engineering. I 
attended Cornell for undergraduate and graduate work, as did my father and mother. My husband 
purchased a collapsing farmhouse on Etna Road in 1972 and I joined him there in 1976, 41 years 
ago. Our children were born in Etna and attended the Dryden Junior/Senior High School. That 
old farmhouse is now completely renovated and we pay taxes to the Town of Dryden.  We have 
tried to be stewards of the land, air, and water around us, most recently installing a solar array on 
our shop as part of the Solarize Tompkins project. Solar energy must be a part of all of our 
futures if we wish to continue breathing the air, which belongs to all of us, our children, our 
grandchildren, and generations beyond. 
 
The Community Solar Project once again provides the opportunity for Dryden, this time the 
Town, to be a nationwide leader in our shared energy future. The Village banned fracking as a 
continuation of fossil fuel development that has many negative consequences for the air we all 
breathe and the water we drink. Now it is the Town’s turn to step up and join a project that will 
reduce the use of fossil fuels, diversify the energy sources to our grid, provide cheaper electricity 
to residents of the Town of Dryden at seemingly no added cost, and inspire other small 
municipalities to follow suit. I am unreservedly in favor of this project, and believe we must not 
delay in reducing the amount of carbon dioxide we pump into the atmosphere daily. Each of us 
must take responsibility for the air, water and land around us, not only for our own self-interest 
and preservation, but also for our children, grandchildren, and beyond. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Simrell 
Etna Rd., Town of Dryden 
 

 



      
Subject: Support for solar arrays 
 
I strongly support these two solar projects.  Because my property and roof will not provide me an 
opportunity to take advantage of solar, I am looking forward to the ability to acquire solar through these 
large arrays in a Power Purchasing Agreement.  I hope many others in Dryden will jump on this 
opportunity to not only save money but to reduce their carbon footprint.  We have many challenges in the 
coming years to keep our planet from overheating.  But each of us can do our part to make a modest 
effort that collectively will  help the county and the country meet the necessary targets to reduce green 
house gases.  Climate change is happening even faster than first believed.  Failing to rise to the 
challenges ahead will end up not only impacting our ecology, our agriculture and food production but will 
result in very expensive mitigation efforts that will have large negative impacts on our economy.  It has 
been already shown that investing in renewables not only creates more jobs than does the fossil fuel 
industry, but it helps boost economic growth.  Failing to recognize these facts would be myopic.  Anyone 
who understands economics and investing knows that you have to make a commitment to invest in the 
future if you want positive returns.  This is even a relatively low-risk investment that has the potential to 
grow our local economy.  The small visual impacts are a small price to pay.   As my partner has stated no 
one complains today about the hundreds of power poles and lines criss-crossing our landscape.  These 
two concentrated solar arrays will have far less impact than some of the developments along Rt 13.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
James E. Skaley, Ph.D. 
940 Dryden Rd 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
 



  
Subject: Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
 
To the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 
 
I am writing to you to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed solar project and cell tower 
project to be located near the Willow Glen Cemetery.  I am a lot owner in this cemetery, in 
particular, my lot borders the involved property.  As my family and I stand before our loved 
ones’  gravesites, offering our honor and respect, these projects would be directly in our line of 
sight.  Instead of our current view of the beautiful, peaceful rolling hills of Dryden, hideous 
industrial solar panels and steel beams would become the backdrop which I find intimidating and 
disturbing. 
Our family has lived in this area for many generations, nurturing, maintaining and protecting this 
beloved community.  This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering solace and healing.  
To change the current natural, bucolic setting would be a criminal act upon the very purpose of 
tis location. 
Please be clear in your understanding that many more people like myself vehemently oppose the 
construction of these projects and urge you to vote against this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
Karen D. Cotterill 
353 Virgil Road 
Dryden, NY 3053 
 

 











     
Subject: solar project 
 
Greetings ~ 
 
With great concern for sustainability in our region and the urgency of the need for renewable 
energy now, I support Dryden’s New Solar Project. 
 
The facts and figures in support of this project are compelling, practical steps vital to health and 
life, locally and beyond. 
 
Please forward this to the Town Board and Planning Board Members, thanking them for their 
expected approval of this and their support for a cleaner Dryden, for Tompkins County, for New 
York state and for all life on earth.  The moral consideration must be part of the economic and all 
other factors in arriving at planning for the future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Daryl Denning 

 



  
  

  
April 24, 2017 
 
Dear Planning Board Members: 
 
I have a plot in the Willow Glen Cemetery where my daughter, who died last fall, is 
buried.  There are many other family members in the cemetery and that is where I will 
be buried. 
 
I am all in favor of solar projects, but NOT where this one wants to be.  I definitely 
vehemently oppose the location of a solar project and cell tower project in the location 
proposed. 
 
The cemetery is a sacred place and the view to the North and East should remain in the 
natural rural setting that it has been for several hundred years. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barbara Doh 
 
 
 



  
  
Subject: Solar Project / Verizon Cell Tower 
 
4/24/2017 
 
Town Clerk and the Town Board of Dryden, NY: 
 
It has come to my attention that there have been discussions regarding a cell tower and solar project to go to 
the north of the Willow Glenn Cemetery. 
 
I am vehemently opposed to the solar project and cell tower proposal. 
 
My parents are buried in Willow Glenn Cemetery and my father specifically chose that plot due to all the nature 
and beauty surrounding such a sacred place. It has to be one of the most beautiful cemeteries I have ever 
seen. The caretakers there take pride in their work and they keep the cemetery exceptionally pristine. 
 
Dryden still has many open areas that would be more suitable than to destroy the look and view this cemetery 
has maintained through hundreds of years. 
Please, choose another location for the projects proposed and leave one of the most beautiful and sacred 
places for those that chose it as their final resting place. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Max Duff 
 



  
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 

As a lot owner of Wllow Glen Cemetery  I appose the solar project and cell phone tower. The 
cemetery is a sacred place and needs to remain the natural rural setting  that has existed for 
several hundred years. When our fore father's purchased these plots it was for the beautiful 
setting. We buried on loved ones to REST IN PEACE. Do not approve this project. AGAIN I 
OPPOSE THIS ENTIRE PROPOSAL. 
Roxene Elian 

 



    

 



Subject: Sun8 Solar Project 
 
Dear Members of the Dryden Town Board, 
 I live just outside the Town of Dryden, very near the line, and have many 
friends in Dryden, so I hope you will permit me to comment on the very important 
issue of the Solar project you are considering.   
 I sympathize with the concerns that have been expressed over some aspects 
of the proposal, but I am impressed that the developers have gone far to respond 
to the objections.  Your town has already shown leadership in moving away from 
fossil fuels and toward clean energy.  I hope you will continue in that 
direction. 
 The tax revenue from the project would be a boost, but more importantly, 
you would be freeing 7500 homes from reliance on fossil fuels. In so doing, you 
would once more set an example not only for our county, but also for our state, 
of what can be done—what must be done—to provide our children and our children’s 
children with a climate that is livable.  
 Thank you for the chance to share my thoughts. 
Respectfully, 
Elmer Ewing 
1520 Slaterville Road 
Ithaca 
 



          
Please do not approve the proposed solar/cell tower project.  Its proximity to the cemetery would create a 
noisy, manufacturing-like environment that would rob the cemetery of the quiet, holy place it is.  It needs 
to be preserved as a place where relatives can seek solace. 
My brother is buried there and I do not want to see this beautiful cemetery changed. 

Joy Feldman 
joyfeldman@verizon.net 
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   My family has owned burial sites at Willow Glen Cemetery for generations. 
The cemetery is not only a sacred place but is also located in a pristine rural, 
setting and the views to the north and east should not be ruined by the proposed 
solar and cell projects. 
I strongly oppose both of these projects. 
 
David A. Fellows 
 



    

 



      
Subject: Industrial Solar 
 
Attention: Dryden Town Board 
 

I grew up in Dryden, own property there and visit frequently with my children & grandchildren. 
 

I am opposed to the 2 industrial solar sites being considered by the Town.  
 

Please know that I very much support alternative energy. My husband has spent his entire scientific 
career at Cornell, Naval Research Lab, University of Maryland, Los Alamos National Lab and Tibbar 
Plasma Tech in research dedicated to alternative energy development. We very much support 
alternatives: solar, wind & other cutting edge possibilities at all stages of development & use. But the 
large scale industrial facilities for it do NOT belong in residential communities or overshadowing 
places of eternal rest.  
 

Being a liberal  environmentalist and fighting for our causes does not mean we lose our soul and 
become insensitive to beauty, serenity and the emotional needs of others. Please Dryden Town 
Board do the right thing. Deny this particular project. Find a appropriate place for it.  
 

Sincerely, 
Agnes Finn 
 
116 La Senda 
Los Alamos, NM  
87547 
 

 

 



April 22, 2017 

 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
 
I am writing to oppose the proposed solar installation and cell tower construction on the north and east 
of Willow Glen Cemetery.  I am a descendent of the Charles Griswold, Charles Downey and Dewey 
Whitford families and have many relatives buried at Willow Glen. This is a sacred and very special place 
to me for many reasons but I will tell just one. 
 
My father, Charles Edwin Downey, was 19 when he left Dryden for the first time to join the U.S. Navy 
after Pearl Harbor.  He proudly served in the Pacific, married my mother and returned to Dryden to 
attend Cornell.  After graduation he left again for Dartmouth University and then to jobs in the NY City 
area.  He never felt he was at home unless he could see the rolling hills of the Finger Lakes.  My parents 
moved back to the Upstate area and stayed until another job change meant moving to the flat lands of 
Iowa.  My father could never adjust to the area, those hills were in his blood, and after two years, and 
making a major career adjustment back he came again for the last time.  When he and my mother died 
as a result of a car accident in 1999 we brought them home to Dryden and when I looked out at those 
rolling hills I knew he was happy forever after. I understand that you may think a cemetery is for the 
dead and they can’t see, but it is truly for those of us left behind, and it gives my family great peace 
when we stand there and know that surely God is in his heaven, and my parents and all others are safe. 
Please do not destroy that view with a solar installation and cell tower construction. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maureen Downey Finn 
 
And, with phone permission, my siblings:  
Keith Charles Downey (Indianapolis IN) and  
Kathy Downey Schultz (Mosca CO) 
 
 
 



  
   
Subject: Solar in Dryden 
 
As a co-founding and former board member of Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable Development in 
Sullivan County, NY, and a strong supporter of Solar and other renewable sources of energy, I 
urge the Dryden Town Board to vote yes for the Dryden Solar Project. 
 
I have found that the developers have worked hard to successfully address any potential adverse 
concerns about solar to satisfaction. 
 
Solutions such as the Dryden Solar Project are models to be implemented and followed, if we are 
to survive into an undeniably post carbon future. I strongly recommend approval of this plan. 
Dryden could become a symbol of what our future can become! 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Ann Finneran 
PO Box 143 
Hurleyville, NY 12747 
Born and raised in the Southern Tier 
 
 



  
Subject: Property North of Willow Glenn Cemetery 
 
Town Board of Dryden: 
 
I'm writing to beg you not to go through with the proposed solar project and cell tower plans for 
the North of the property at Willow Glenn Cemetery. 
 
That cemetery has been the burial place of our loved ones for many decades.  I have never seen a 
more beautiful place. Please don't let these corporations come in and do this near this sacred 
place.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Correna and Joe Grogan 
 
 
--  
Correna Grogan  
Grogan's Gifts 
phone: (607)748-4612 
email: cgrogan08@gmail.com 
Web: 
 

www.facebook.com/grogangifting 

 

mailto:cgrogan08@gmail.com�
http://www.grogansgifts.com/�
http://www.grogansgifts.com/�


   

Dear Planning board' 
I oppose the industrial solar project and  Cell tower placement near Willow Glen  
Cemetery. For generations people have chosen the rural location of Willow Glen as 
their final place. There are many urban  choices available  (being within our 
area's city,town or village)  . By building such projects close to the cemetery 
Willow Glen loses its rural feel. 
Thanks for your time, 
Leonard Hammond 

 



   
 
Subject: Solar 
 
I'm writing to you as a concerned residents of Tompkins County. Solar in Dryden will free 
thousands from fossil fuel dependency and aid in international efforts to curb climate change. 
Please support this initiative!  
 
 
 
Christopher Hanna  
Cornell 2018  
Amnesty International at Cornell University  
 

https://www.facebook.com/AmnestyatCornell/�


       
Subject: Willow Glen Cemetery 
 
I am a friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery. My Parents, Grandparents and other 
relatives are buried there. I OPPOSE  the solar project and the cell tower 
project. The cemetery is a sacred place and the view to the North and East should 
remain in the natural rural setting that has existed for the last several hundred 
years.  Again...I oppose the solar installation and the cell tower construction. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Kathleen Sovocool Harrison 
 



     

Subject: Industrial Sized Solar Project  
 

Town of Dryden Planning Board Members, 
My husband and I are not Dryden residents,  however,  we have plots in the beautiful Willow 
Glen Cemetery on Dryden Rd where the planned Industrial Sized Solar Project is proposed. My 
entire family from grandparents, aunts, uncles, sister, and brother now rest here also.   
I speak for myself, my husband and the many  people that thought they were going to be in a 
quiet peaceful spot.  We oppose the project and ask the Town of Dryden Planning Board 
Members to ask yourselves "Would I be happy knowing I'm laid to rest in a cemetery next to 
such a project?"  If your answers are "Yes."  I pray for your eternal peace. 
Mary and Earl Hotchkin  

 



  
Subject: Solar project 
 
Town Board members, 
 
I recently have heard about the proposed Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
next to Willow Glen Cemetery.  
 
As a lot owner myself and with dear family members already laid to rest there,  I 
definitely OPPOSE these two projects.  
 
This peaceful, tranquil setting would be ruined by such construction and I urge 
you NOT to vote in favor of it.  
 
Thank you, 
Susan Ingalls 
 
 
  

 



    
Subject: proposed solar & tower project 
 
I am apposed to the cell tower and solar panel project proposed for the area of the Willow Glen 
Cemetery. 
 It should be left a place of solitude and beauty. Man made objects of technology have NO place near this 
setting. My parents and in laws are here because it is nice setting and very natural. This proposed build 
would detract from it greatly! 
 
 
Thank You, 
 
George and Beatrice Ingalls 
 



       
Subject: Solar Summary 
 
Jason Liefer, 
 
1- Attended March 16, 2017 and spoke against the Mega Solar Project at 2150 
Dryden Road. 
 
2- Attended informational meeting at Neptune Fire Company, a Sound System would 
have been benifical, as well as a clear speaking spokeman from Direct Sun. 
 
3. We have both written letters opposing the Mega Solar Project  at 2150 Dryden 
Road. 
 
4. Not opposed to Solar, you just need to find a better location - NOT AJACENT TO 
OUR LONG TIME HISTORIC WILLOW GLEN CEMETERY! 
 
VOTE NO TO SOLAR AT 2150 DRYDEN ROAD 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward & Nancy Couch 
Lifelong Dryden Residents 
Current Lot owners at Willow Glen Cemetery 
 



     
To Whom It May Concern: 
I am against the Industrial Sized Solar Project and Verizon Cell Tower being proposed near Willow Glen 
Cemetery.  I know my parents and family members who are laid to rest there would also be opposed to 
these projects.  Such projects would be a disruption to those buried there which is 
completely disrespectful to their memory.  Please do not ruin their peaceful resting place.     
Sincerely, 
Catherine (Butts) Crispell 
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