
Cipolla 4-27-17 
From: Joanne Cipolla [mailto:cipollaj@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 2:12 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: solar farm comment 
 
Dear Town Board, 
 
I support the solar farm and believe the company has done an outstanding job pleasing the community and solving 
issues to the very best of it's ability. 
 
The only comment I have is to the company itself about the height of the placement of the last row of panels which 
they state will be installed only 2' about grade. Having had solar for 4 years and know the many benefits of using 
clean, affordable silent power but those are only evident if placement consideration which are key for optimal 
efficiency are considered.Being able to elevate the panels at least 4'(min) off the ground will ensure they are kept 
from being covered by snow fall accumulations that are going to exceed our previous records as climate change 
occurs. The accumulation of snow fall that slides off the panel must also be accounted for so I think a 4' min. 
clearance allows for snow accumulations and the ability for sheep and equipment to easily go under the panels. It is 
also a consideration that deer can pose a problem if they rub their horns on the panels so I elevated ours to 5' to 
discourage animals impacting them. 
 
I am supportive of clean energy projects being done by responsible and reasonable companies and Dryden is a 
leader in moving rapidly away from fossil fuels and I commend the town board for it's leadership. 
 
Thank you to the town staff for accepting all the comments for record. 
 
Joanne Cipolla-Dennis 
964 W. Dryden Rd 
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Davies 4-27-17 
From: Peter J. Davies [mailto:pjd2@cornell.edu]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: Ray Burger; Daniel Lamb; Deborah Cipolla-Dennis; Kathy Servoss; Linda Lavine; Supervisor; Craig 
Anderson ; David Alan Weinstein; Hilary Lambert; J Wilson PB (wilson.drydenplanningboard@gmail.com); 
John Allison Kiefer; Martin Fellows Hatch; Marty Moseley; Tom Hatfield; Bard Prentiss 
(bvanwoert13@gmail.com); Charles R. Smith; Craig Schutt (crschutt61@gmail.com); Gian Dodici 
(gdodici@gmail.com); ttia607@gmail.com; Mike Richmond; Nancy Walker Munkenbeck; Robert M. Beck; 
Steven Bissen (spbissen@toxtarg.com); Timothy Woods (wwwoodsw@earthlink.net) 
Cc: Bambi Avery; Erin Bieber 
Subject: In support of solar installations 
 
To the Dryden Town Board and the Town of Dryden Planning Board: 
 
I wish to voice strong support for the solar installations in Ellis Hollow and along Dryden Road.  
We need this non-polluting method of renewable energy generation to reduce climate change and 
to move to a sustainable future. 
 
The company has done their best to accommodate the residents by setting the array back 275 feet 
where opposite houses, and adding a vegetation screen.  Solar is silent, and as such an excellent 
surround for quiet reflection in a cemetery.  This is a far cry from noisy industrial uses (such as 
fracking or a gravel pit, or light industry) or residential development. 
 
The proposed land in Ellis Hollow is agriculturally poor.  Along Dodge Road I recall the field 
being used years ago for sheep grazing but it seems now largely unused from an agricultural 
point of view.  Much of the land along Turkey hill is in the same situation and agricultural 
research has largely left the area, as described in a recent letter from the Dean of CALS.  Solar 
installation would make productive use of this land and restore the sheep grazed meadow.  
 
The location around a cemetery is idea for solar as it is unobtrusive and silent.  I agree with 
David Weinstein that a view is not the right of a cemetery; most cemeteries do not have a view.  
If the land became woodland the view would also slowly disappear.  
 
The solar installations are in rows at 45 degrees, with a space between the rows exceeding the 
space taken by the rows.  The ground will be native wild vegetation, kept short by sheep, far 
preferable to the invasive scrub (e.g., wild rose) which is taking over abandoned farmland, and is 
what I see in the field below my house.  I have solar panels on my roof and would welcome a 
solar installation in the field below my house.  Solar installations are not at all intrusive and 
blend well into the landscape, especially with a vegetation screen.  This is not destroying 
anything; it is simply another integrated use for pasture, often abandoned pasture.  It should also 
be noted that the installation is on removable posts and can be removed at any time unlike most 
other potential uses. 
 
I hope that you will regard these projects as eco-friendly and an asset to the community, and 
approve their installation. 
 
Peter J. Davies 
Cornell Professor of Plant Science, Emeritus 
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Comment to the Dryden Town Board 

Re: SUN8 (Distributed Sun) Community Solar Projects 
 
Dear Town Board Members, 
 
We are pleased to provide this letter of support for the solar development project in Dryden led 
by Distributed Sun on Cornell lands. The New York State Water Resources Institute (NYSWRI) 
would use the possible installation of solar photovoltaic cells as an opportunity to research and 
increase our understanding of the impact of solar infrastructure on local hydrology. We see this 
as a chance to explore an important and interesting scientific question, as well as to serve the 
local, state, and regional community by collecting, synthesizing and interpreting information on 
water resource issues of emerging interest. Should such research move forward, we are 
commited to discussing our work, sharing our findings, and engaging with the local community 
in order to frame hydrologic data within social, economic and policy contexts.  
  
We’d be happy to hear from you and other community members should questions or interest 
arise.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. M.Todd Walter 
Director, New York State Water Resources Institute 
Professor, Department of Biological & Environmental Engineering 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853-5701 
(607) 255-2488 office 
http://www.hydrology.bee.cornell.edu/  

 

NEW YORK STATE 
WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE 

Department of Biological & Environmental Engineering 
 
230 Riley-Robb Hall, Cornell University                                                        Tel: (607) 254-7163 
Ithaca, NY  14853-5701                                                                               Fax: (607) 255-4449 
http://wri.cals.cornell.edu                                                                    Email: nyswri@cornell.edu 
 

http://wri.cals.cornell.edu/
msw56
Todd's signature



Hi.  My name is Bonnie Scutt and I live in Freeville, NY 
 
I spoke at last weeks Town Board meeting on April 20th

 

 regarding the remains of an 
Indian Longhouse that had been found at Willow Glen.  I received some 
clarification and documents regarding the site from the Archaological Facility at 
Binghamton University. 

I would like to read some excerpts now. 
 
In 1997, the Public Archaeology Facility completed an archaeological survey for a 
NYS DOT project along NY 13 in preparation for widening the road.  During that 
survey, a prehistoric site (the Plus Site) was identified to the north of NY 13, east of 
Johnson Road and west of Willow Glen Cemetery.  Excavation trenches found 
artifacts and stains in the ground referred to as cultural features. There were 6 
prehistoric features, 5 post molds, 13 possible post molds, and several other soil 
stains.  The artifacts recovered included lithics, pottery, animal bone, botanical 
remains, a polished stone adze, a chipped shale/sandstone tool blank and fire-
cracked rock.  In 1997, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation determined that the Plus Site was eligible for the National Register and 
a final excavation took place. The Public Archaeology Facility submitted the 
report to the New York State Museum and DOT in January of 2000.   
 
The feature has been dated to the time period (A.D. 1350-1400).  
 
This site was very important to our understanding of Iroquois settlement-
subsistence patterns 
 
According to the State Historic Preservation's online estimation of archaeologically 
sensitive areas, any area within one mile of the Plus site would be considered likely 
to contain a similar archaeological site.  
 
If the commercial enterprise you are referencing needs any state or federal permits, 
then they will be required to conduct a professional archaeological survey of the 
land they will be disturbing. 
 
the law does not prevent a project from happening. What it does is require the 
developer to go through a series of steps to determine if sites are present, evaluate 
the significance of any sites found, and mitigate the adverse impacts to a site either 
through avoiding those impacts or excavating the site prior to damage. 



 
From: wfrank2@twcny.rr.com [mailto:wfrank2@twcny.rr.com]  
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 7:45 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: solar project 
 
I am a friend of the Willow Glen Cemetery and I oppose the solar project and the 
cell tower project. The cemetery should remain in the natural setting that it has 
existed in for several hundred years. Cemeteries are supposed to be sacred places 
not only those who have passed but also for those of us who visit to say hello to 
our friends. It just doesn't seem right to have this solar and tower project 
right next door. We have a ton of land around our many farms that would seem like 
a better place for this project. I'm sure the cows won't mind. Why is the town 
board jumping into this agreement so quickly? Have the residents of Dryden and 
surrounding villages had a chance to meet and discuss this? With no benefit to 
the town or village of Dryden why do we even want these structures here anyway? 
Something smells a little fishy. Who really benefits from this except those in 
Washington-just doesn't feel right. Who's really being paid to do this. There is 
always a money trail. Where does it lead? Let's all get involved and stall this 
until everyone around the area has a chance to voice their opinion. Sincerely, 
Bill Frank Friend of the willow Glen Cemetery. 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Liz Galst [mailto:liz.galst@mac.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 11:58 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: NRDC Comments on SUN8 Solar Project 
 
Dear Bambi Avery: 
 
Attached please find comments about SUN8’s proposed solar projects in Dryden. 
They are from Richard Schrader of the Natural Resources Defense Council. (He will 
send you a hard copy soon.) 
 
Thanks for your help in delivering these comments to the Town Board. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Liz Galst 
Editorial Consultant 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
212-780-0828 
liz.galst@mac.com 
 
 
 
April 26, 2017 
 

Dear Dryden Town Board: 

 
I am writing in support of SUN8 PDC’s proposed community solar projects, on behalf of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, one of the country’s largest and most effective 
environmental groups. NRDC has more than 2 million members and online activists across the 
country, of whom 702 live in Tompkins County. 
 
Community solar offers Dryden a host of benefits. These include reduced electricity costs for 
local residents, pollution-free power, and local economic benefits, especially increased tax 
revenue. Significantly, the solar projects will bring upgrades to Dryden’s electric distribution 
system that will improve reliability and resilience while reducing NYSEG’s maintenance costs, 
and in so doing, lower electric costs for all of Dryden’s residents and businesses. Community 
solar will also increase local employment and foster economic growth by hiring 200-250 local 
electricians and others for construction, as well as additional workers for ongoing maintenance.  
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Part of a national trend, community solar projects are getting underway in New York State. They 
allow individuals, businesses, and community institutions who can’t site solar on their own 
property to participate in the renewable energy future that New Yorkers and Americans 
overwhelmingly want. The solar arrays proposed for Dryden, in particular, can power as many as 
7,500 homes. They will help the town continue its climate-change leadership and will help 
Tompkins County meet its goal under the Tompkins County Energy Roadmap to develop 944 
megawatts of solar power. The solar projects will help the county meet its 2050 goal of reducing 
carbon pollution by 80 percent by 2050, as scientists say we must in order to avoid climate 
change’s worst effects. 
 
Together, these projects can serve as an inspiration to other counties and rural communities as 
they work to promote economic development while protecting their residents and landscapes 
from dangerous climate change. The projects can also help New York State meet its nation-
leading goal to get 50 percent of its electricity from renewable sources by 2030. 
 
NRDC wholeheartedly endorses SUN8’s community solar projects. They are a win for Dryden 
and a win for our climate. In short, they’re a win for everybody. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Schrader 
New York Political and Legislative Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council  
 
 
 

 
 



   
Dear Dryden Town Board, 
 
I’m attaching a full version of my comments last evening at the Dryden Fire Hall. 
The point I didn’t make for lack of time is most important point: the proposed 
community solar projects are the highest and best use of the lands where they are 
sited.  As you’ll see in my comment, we must now include global climate change 
in the criteria for what constitutes highest and best use.  It morally imperative. 
 
Here’s a question for the TB to consider based on Distribute Sun’s public 
presentation last night: Has the land under the NYSEG powerlines in Ellis Hollow 
been considered for solar panels? Could this be part of a compromise for the 
reticent Ellis Hollow residents?  Ditto for the cell tower land east of Willow 
Glen—can’t we double up here? Highest and best use doesn’t have to be single-
purpose use. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles Geisler 
517 Ellis Hollow Creek Road 
 
 
 
 



 
Why Community Solar Is the Highest and Best Use of Dryden Land  

 
Comments by Charles Geisler 

517 Ellis Hollow Creek Rd. 
(4/26/17: Dryden Fire Hall) 

 
Thank you for you continuing due diligence on the proposed solar installations 
near Willow Glen Cemetery in Dryden and in Ellis Hollow. Distributed Sun has 
been responsive to community concerns and will, with your oversight, continue 
their professional courtesy and technical excellence. I favor both community solar 
farms for multiple reasons, three above all others. 
 
First, they are a windfal

Second, the solar array at Willow Glen Cemetery 

l for our town. They bring significant tax benefits-- 
$232,000 in the first year and $8 million over the life of the project. The projects 
cost the town next to nothing (no water and sewer, no fires to put out, and 
minimal road maintenance/winter plowing).  What a deal. 

buffers

 

 the cemetery from 
objectionable uses that could legally appear on adjacent private land, such as 
fracking pads, large hog farms, or auto graveyards.  Those alternative uses would 
be more than eyesores.  Future residents will thank you for preventing those 
uses; you are protecting Dryden, as you promised.   Cormack McCarty  (“No 
Country for Old Men”) said it better that I can: "You never know what worse luck 
your bad luck has saved you from."   

Third, in today’s changing climate, well-planned solar projects are the highest and 
best use 

There are two kinds of climate denial. One comes from those who refuse to 
accept that our planet is losing its cool and say so.  The second comes from those 
who say they believe in solar power but don’t act on it when the opportunity 
arises. I hope the Dryden T.B. proudly supports these projects. 

of our land.  These community solar projects meet the 4 criteria 
appraisers use to demonstrate this (physically possible, legally permissible, 
financially feasible, and maximally productive).  But approving these twin projects 
adds an imperative fifth: they dial back climate change.  

  



 
 



  
Graham 4-24-17 

From: Janis Graham [mailto:janisgraham22@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 11:50 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: COULD YOU FORWARD TO TOWN BOARD, PLANNING BOARD AND CONSERVATION BOARD? 
(and let me know you got this?) THANK YOU! 
  
            The Dryden Board should responsibly decide that the SUN8 (Distributed Sun) 
Community Solar Project/Turkey Hill & Dodge Road Facilities has potentially significant 
adverse environmental impacts, and should thus make a positive declaration on the State 
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) for the following reasons: 
             “Determining significance” of the §617.7 SEQR regulation says proposed actions that 
may be considered to have a significant adverse impact on the environment include:(ii) the 
removal or destruction of large quantities of vegetation or fauna; substantial interference with 
the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a significant 
habitat area; substantial adverse impacts on a threatened or endangered species of animal or 
plant, or the habitat of such a species; or other significant adverse impacts to natural resources” 
            In light of this clause, consider the following: 
            *The plan requires 37 acres of trees to be cut down. 
            * 8 acres of wetlands will be covered with solar panels.  According to Jean P. Foley, 
Biologist at the DEC Bureau of Habitat, Region 7 (Cortland), wetland studies are usually done 
later in May, when more hydrophytic vegetation has emerged and can be identified. This means 
there is a possibility the wetland acreage may be greater than the 8 acres identified by Tetra Tech 
on April 5 and April 10. 
            *Summer habitat of the northern long-eared bat (“NLEB”), a threatened species, 
will be removed. The Habitat and Aquatic Resources Reports by Tetra Tech were done on 2 
days (April 5 and 10) and covered the 160 acres that comprise both the Ellis Tract and Dryden 
Road Tracts. In this limited time and at this early season, it could not possibly have adequately 
scoped the area’s migratory and/or permanent wildlife and birdlife (including the threatened 
Northern Harrier, which has  been sited on Dodge Road). In fact, Tetra Tech notes in its report 
that New York State Natural Heritage Program (NYSNHP) records are not always up-to-date 
and that it has requested additional data from this agency as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). However, contrary to its claim that these data requests are documented in 
Attachment B, there is no such documentation in the online application.  
            If one of these actions, in and of itself, doesn’t seem “significant”, the SEQR regulations 
also state that the following should be considered: xi) changes in two or more elements of the 
environment, no one of which has a significant impact on the environment, but when considered 
together result in a substantial adverse impact on the environment;  
Additional elements that add up to “significant impact”: 
            *The Stormwater Pollution Protection Plan (SWPPP) cannot be protective of the 
site’s ecology because it is based on erroneous information. On page 4, it states: “The proposed 
PV arrays will not be built within the delineated wetland boundaries”. This is in direct 
contradiction to the site plan drawings, which show arrays in the wetlands and to information in 
the Long Environmental Assessment Form (LEAF), page 4. 
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            *The LEAF also provides unreliable protection of the site’s environment. It states, on 
page 4,  “Based on definitions from the US Army Corps of Engineers, it can pursue installation 
of earth screws in this (wetlands) area.” Yet the SWPPP indicates this may not be possible: “The 
design engineers on the project prefer an earth-screw-supported foundation solution. However, 
as a full geotechnical investigation has not been completed, the Project may require a series of 
foundations solutions based on actual ground conditions.” 
            *The Environmental Site Assessment states clearly “Due to the limited timeframe 
available to conduct this assessment, not all responses have been received from Freedom of 
Information Law (FOIL) requests.” 
            SEQR regulations also include, as grounds for a positive determination “(v) the 
impairment of the character or quality of important historical, archeological, architectural, or 
aesthetic resources or of existing community or neighborhood character; “ 
      The Board has, in its public record, an abundance of letters from citizens stating that the Ellis 
Tract project will harm the character of our neighborhood, destroying its viewscapes, aesthetic 
qualities and natural beauty.  The mitigations of these deleterious effects are likely inadequate 
for 2 reasons: 
            *The Visual Impact Statement states the plantings of the vegetative screen will be “less 
than eight feet tall at planting.” This could be 1 foot. The application lacks a clear, binding 
contract to insure the proper size of trees at installation as well as proper tree care, maintenance 
and replacement (in the event of a failure to thrive). If the Town of Dryden does not insist on 
contracts that guarantee the size and maintenance of the vegetative screen, many of us who live 
nearby will likely be deceased before the adverse impact on the view shed will be mitigated. 
            *The Visual Impact Statement contained NO simulated views, only two line of sight 
evaluations from two homes. There were none from the upper floors of these homes, none from 
neighboring homes and none from Dodge Road (which is a de facto community meeting place 
for our neighborhood). Its data is scarce, which makes its determination unreliable. 
            The SEQR regulations also state, as reason for a positive declaration: (viii) a substantial 
change in the use, or intensity of use, of land including agricultural, open space or recreational 
resources, or in its capacity to support existing uses…”   
            Besides the general fact that over 160 acres in Dryden will see a  “substantial change in 
use,” there is this specific: 
            *50 acres of prime farmlands (those with “highly productive soils”) will be covered 
with solar panels. Although the new Dryden Solar Law is written in such a way that there is just 
about an exception to any rule, it does state : “Ground-Mounted Large-Scale Solar Energy 
Systems shall not be located in …Prime farmland soils as identified by the USDA-NRCS or 
alternative available resource.” 
            Instead of being done right, this project is being done fast. It is taking a very good thing, 
solar energy, and demonstrating how it can be done very badly. 
            I believe with more proactive creativity, Dryden and its residents could have its cake and 
eat it too.  A smaller group of arrays-- 2 or 3 MWs --on Dodge Road—wouldn’t be in our 
neighbors front yards and the developers wouldn’t have to invade wetlands or cut down football 
fields worth of forest.  To make it affordable, Cornell could reduce the cost of its land lease, the 
County/IDA could reduce its Pilot payments. NYSEG might even be more open to price 
negotiation if the scale was reduced. (Why? According to the Industrial Development Agency, 
Dryden already has too much cheap electricity and this project forces NYSEG to buy an excess). 



             With care and ingenuity, our town’s natural beauty can survive while reducing our 
dependence on fossil fuels at the same time. This project does not achieve this balance—instead 
it risks ruining our neighborhood and natural environment for generations to come. Like so many 
of my neighbors, I am a registered Democrat who is Pro-Solar. I am just against the scope and 
short-sightedness of this project. 
 Janis Graham 
1150 Ellis Hollow Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
cell: 607-280-0003 
janisgraham22@gmail.com 
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From: Buzz Lavine [mailto:mlavine@twcny.rr.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 12:38 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Proposed solar farm land had been leased for fracking - Revised 

 

                        Please forward this to all Town Board Members.  This is a better copy of what I turned in at 
the public hearing last night. 

 

Thanks, 

Buzz Lavine 

  

 

A different perspective on Willow Glen Cemetery: Needed 
food for thought 

Brad Perkins has done a wonderful job of managing the 
cemetery for many years, and of course he wants to 
keep all the adjacent lands in low impact agriculture. 
 I’m sure he’s now wishing the cemetery could have 
purchased those lands in the past.  That’s the surest 
way to control their use.  If I were in his shoes today, I 
too would be fighting the solar farm proposal just as he 
is.  But that doesn’t mean that denying the solar farm is 
the best choice for the town. 
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Of course cemetery association members want bucolic 
lands around Willow Glen Cemetery.  That’s 
understandable.  But keep in mind that what’s 
beneficial protection for some landowners isn’t 
necessarily beneficial for the Town.  Moreover, 
neighboring private landowners owners have a big say 
in the matter.  Just 10 years ago the same parcel now 
being considered for solar panels was leased for 
fracking

 

 , a heavy industrial use that truly would have 
disrupted -- including major fencing, major caravans of 
huge trucks, major noise and lights 24 hrs a day, likely 
water pollution, compacted and polluted the 
soils, definitely heavily increasing global warming -- and 
be left much in that condition very long term.  By 
comparison, solar panels are benign, low impact, help 
us avoid global warming, and are removable, leaving 
the land for our kids and grandkids as usable for 
agriculture in the future as it is today.  Think about it. 

Also think about how the Town should go about 
managing land use.  The recent history of land use 
management in the Town has been based on hard 



headed realism.  The decision to ban fracking wasn’t 
just about tree hugging environmental protection.  It 
was based on a hard headed, forward looking realism 
which we can now see has been proved correct.  Look 
at Pennsylvania, North Dakota etc and see the 
despoliation left behind in the fracked communities.  
They went from high boom times to, now very low bust 
times, with their lands despoiled for future 
generations.  The decision here today should be made 
with the same hard headed realism we used then, 
looking out for our kids' and grandkids’ future.  Their 
future depends on our developing lots of solar right 
now, without delay; and these few sites are essentially 
all that are usable to do that.  The developer has been 
extremely responsive to residents concerns, and the 
Town should be extremely responsive to our kids' and 
grandkids' needs.  We should continue to be forward 
looking and approve these solar farm proposals now. 
 

 

 



  
From: artisan@frontiernet.net [mailto:artisan@frontiernet.net]  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:06 AM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: notes for solar 
 
Hi Bambi 
 
I am sorry I did not have a tidy set of notes to give you, post chat, so am sending you a 
proper set (complete, unlike my comments last night) for the record Thank you for the 
opportunity to make myself heard! 
 
My name is Ann Leonard, I live on Hammond Hill, in the middle of Hammond Hill State 
Forest. My husband and I have three sons all of who live here in the town of Dryden 
with their wives and our 8 grandchildren. In addition to our entire family living here, my 
husband and I built and own 10 duplex apartment building all in the Town of Dryden. I 
feel I have somewhat of an outsize stake in seeing to it that our kids and our rental 
families have a healthy world to live and grow up in! I believe that starts with using 
renewable sources of energy that are available to us today. 
 
My family has a 15 kw solar array which we had installed in 2015 by Taitum 
Engineering. For those who are unfamiliar with size, just think "large." It completely 
powers the energy needs of our family of seven. We initially thought the payback period 
would be about ten years, it looks currently like it will be more like 5 years. It feels 
fantastic not to be relying on coal fired or nuclear plants for our electricity anymore. It 
feels great to be a part of the solution, not a part of the problem! 
 
What our solar array does NOT do is: 
1) ruin the view... quite the contrary, we more often hear how great it is to see it there, 
knowing it is helping the planet. Since we allow people to recreate across our lands, it is 
seen by a great many people. 
2) pollute our water or our air 
3) blow up our well (thank goodness, as the kids' sandbox is right next to the well!) 
4) require our neighbors to allow a pipeline through their front yards 
5) generate a single negative comment 
 
Actually the only comments we have gotten is Wow that's great I wish I could do the 
same, but the roof is not right, the space is too small, or I rent. These people should 
have access to the same positives that we enjoy, and that I why I feel a solar project like 
the one proposed fills a very real need.  
 
The grass grows under the array, (what a great place for sheep to graze! such a great 
idea) the wildlife doesn't find it scary at all, it makes no noise, it does not pollute, there 
are no unpleasant disturbances. In fact it makes a lovely QUIET peaceful neighbor.   
 
thank you 
Ann Leonard 
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Moraleda 4-26-17 
 
 
From: Mark Moraleda [mailto:mmoraleda@newrootsschool.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 4:27 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Re: Supporting The Solar Project 
 
Dear Dryden Town Council, 
 
We are members of the New Roots Student Advocacy Alliance (SAA) and want to express our 
support for the solar project  in Dryden.  We understand that the project will free 7500 homes 
from fossil fuel dependency.  This is so exciting as fossil fuels are a major source of pollution as 
well as being non-renewable.  The project will also provide Ithaca School District and the 
Dryden School District with tax revenue which is sorely needed and will help fund our 
education!  We are so in need of local governments to be the advocates for combating climate 
change because we are seeing no such response from the federal government at this time! We 
of the Student Advocacy Alliance would like to offer our support in any way towards projects and 
initiatives that would support our mission of fighting climate change, racism sexism and 
homophobia and promoting youth advocacy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Moraleda 
 
Proud Member/Supporter of the Student Advocacy Alliance 
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Niziol 4-27-17 
 

From: msn56 [mailto:yukonheart@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 27, 2017 10:02 AM 
To: Ray Burger <rburger@dryden.ny.us> 
Subject: Proposal for Both Sides of the Solar Issue 
 
Hello Mr. Burger : 

This is Dr. Niziol.  Although I don't live in the Town of Dryden my office is in the village and  I 
remain somewhat informed of happenings within the community. Recently, I see there is a lot of 
people upset over the proposed solar farm. I would like to offer a possible solution to some of the 
issue.  

I have a farm with about 70 acres of viable land for solar  ( 120 acres total)  south of Dryden.  It 
is on a dead end road on a plateau - south facing  mostly  fields and almost no one can see the 
land because of the way it is positioned. 

It could be used as a solar farm provided the infrastructure of appropriate power lines are near ( I 
have had one company advise me that they are and they are currently interested in doing a 20 
acre solar farm).  

I would like to offer that the solar firm examine my property and consider it for utilization. This 
would  take at least 70 acres out of view of the main living  corridors  of Dryden and place them 
in a remote are where they would have less impact.  

Thus we could still generate solar electricity, we could place the panels where they do not 
obstruct peoples view of nature  and as I am getting older and farming the land is becoming more 
difficult I could garnish an income for the property. Seems everyone is a winner ...  
 
In any case please do consider such . If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
email me or call me   ( cell but I dont carry it while seeing patients) or my wife's cell Teri at   

Doc Niziol  
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April 26, 2017 
 

Dear Dryden Town Board: 

 
I am writing in support of SUN8 PDC’s proposed community solar projects, on 
behalf of the Natural Resources Defense Council, one of the country’s largest 
and most effective environmental groups. NRDC has more than 2 million 
members and online activists across the country, of whom 702 live in Tompkins 
County. 
 
Community solar offers Dryden a host of benefits. These include reduced 
electricity costs for local residents, pollution-free power, and local economic 
benefits, especially increased tax revenue. Significantly, the solar projects will 
bring upgrades to Dryden’s electric distribution system that will improve 
reliability and resilience while reducing NYSEG’s maintenance costs, and in so 
doing, lower electric costs for all of Dryden’s residents and businesses. 
Community solar will also increase local employment and foster economic 
growth by hiring 200-250 local electricians and others for construction, as well 
as additional workers for ongoing maintenance.  
 
Part of a national trend, community solar projects are getting underway in New 
York State. They allow individuals, businesses, and community institutions who 
can’t site solar on their own property to participate in the renewable energy 
future that New Yorkers and Americans overwhelmingly want. The solar arrays 
proposed for Dryden, in particular, can power as many as 7,500 homes. They 
will help the town continue its climate-change leadership and will help 
Tompkins County meet its goal under the Tompkins County Energy Roadmap to 
develop 944 megawatts of solar power. The solar projects will help the county 



meet its 2050 goal of reducing carbon pollution by 80 percent by 2050, as 
scientists say we must in order to avoid climate change’s worst effects. 
 
Together, these projects can serve as an inspiration to other counties and rural 
communities as they work to promote economic development while protecting 
their residents and landscapes from dangerous climate change. The projects can 
also help New York State meet its nation-leading goal to get 50 percent of its 
electricity from renewable sources by 2030. 
 
NRDC wholeheartedly endorses SUN8’s community solar projects. They are a 
win for Dryden and a win for our climate. In short, they’re a win for everybody. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Schrader 

New York Political and Legislative Director 

Natural Resources Defense Council  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Scutt 4-27-17 
My Name is Bonnie Scutt and I’m from Freeville, NY 
 
I’m not sure if the development behind Willow Glen requires state 
and federal permits or not. 
 
I believe the cell tower does because the nature of business they are 
in. 
 
However, each and every one of you on the Town Board – Jason, Dan, 
Kathy, Debra, Linda  and the County Board – Mike Lane, Martha 
Robertson were elected to represent not only the constituents of the 
Town, but the very Town itself.  Many of you ran on platforms to 
“Protect Dryden”. 
 
Well, this is your chance to protect for the posterity and heritage that 
is Dryden. 
 
Whether Federal or State permitting is required, it is your duty to 
make sure that the land that sits within the 1-mile radius is handled 
with due care and that an independent Professional Archaeological 
Survey of the land will be required; and that IF anything is found, it is 
properly excavated, photographed, and documented through the 
proper archaeological channels to preserve the heritage and history 
for future generations to come. 
 
Please do not ignore Dryden’s past as you struggle to find an 
equitable way to move forward. 
 
Thank you. 



Seeley 4-25-17 

From: wendy42@aol.com [mailto:wendy42@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: AGAINST THE SOLAR PROJECT 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 

I am writing in response to proposed Industrial Sized Solar 
Project that is trying to be put directly north of the Willow 
Glen Cemetery. 

I as a relative/lot owner of the Willow Glen Cemetery. I am 
strongly opposed to the solar project and the cell tower 
project that is trying to come to near the cemetery. 

The Cemetery is a sacred place as is any cemetery, and 
the views of said cemetery and the land (all areas, being 
north,south east, and west) surrounding it should remain 
in its natural rural setting as it has existed for the last 
several hundred(s) of years.  

When i go to visit my friends and relatives at the Willow 
Glen Cemetery I DO NOT want to have to see anything 
pertaining to any such solar projects or any cell phone 
towers. 

I AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE "SOLAR 
INSTALLATION AND THE CELL TOWER 
CONSTRUCTION."!!!!!!! 
 
 

Thank you 

Wendy A. Seeley 
 

cc. Brad Perkins 
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From: Bethany Buhrmaster Silfer [mailto:bb29@cornell.edu]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 10:38 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Dryden Solar Project in support of 
 
Dear board members, 
 
I support the solar project in Dryden. 
 
Please vote, "yes". 
 
Sincerely, 
Bethany Silfer 
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From: Christy Warner [mailto:dfd489@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 6:40 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Solar Project and Cell Tower Project 
 

To the Town of Dryden Planning Board Members 

  

I am writing to you to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed solar project and cell tower project to be located 
near the Willow Glen Cemetery. My family owns several lots in this cemetery, going back many generations.  In 
particular, my grandparents and parents lots border the involved property.  As my family and I visit our loved ones’ grave 
sites to honor their memory, these projects would be directly in our line of sight.  Instead of our current, charming view of 
the tranquil hills of Dryden, monstrous industrial solar panels and steel beams would become the backdrop, which I find 
aggressive and sinister. 

My family has lived in this area for many generations, caring for, maintaining and preserving this cherished community.  
This cemetery has always been a sacred place, offering comfort and healing.  To change the current natural, picturesque 
setting would dishonor the very purpose of this location. 

Please understand that many more people like myself fervently oppose the construction of these projects and urge you to 
vote against this proposal. 

  

Sincerely, 

Christy Warner 

1 Bridle Lane 

Dryden, NY 13053 
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From: Carol Whitlow [mailto:whitlowcarol@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 6:05 PM 
To: Bambi Avery 
Subject: Please send to Town Board and Planning members: 1061 Dryden Road proposal 
 

Friday, April 21, 2017 

  

Dear Linda Lavine and Ray Berger, 

  

I awake this morning with gratitude that two board members were sent to inspect in reality the 
property that you have been discussing in abstract for a year and a half.  Thank you for taking an 
adequate amount of time to walk the land and see how it corresponds to the flat map you have 
seen in the past. Now I see you understand. 

  

When Joanne Cipolla-Dennis stopped by 1061 Dryden Road on her way to a public hearing last 
year, she finally recognized the safety concerns I had been voicing.  At the hearing, she said “I 
felt afraid driving out from that driveway onto Route 366.” However, she then experienced what 
I had, that no one could really hear her without having experienced it themselves.  

  

At the hearing on Thursday evening, Linda Lavine was able to feel the discrepancy between the 
impression a flat map gives and the reality of the property as one walks it. She said “Every bit of 
that land that a person can stand on is covered with concrete.” 

  

When I had been trying to explain that the land slopes at an extremely steep grade on the north, 
south and west, no one could hear me because they had not seen it themselves. It all looks flat on 
paper. With this new knowledge, I wonder what you would have said to Kimberly Michaels at 
the last meeting when she said “The kids can go play in the trees (at the edge of the property).”  
Now you can see that no one can even stand on that part of the land and that Ms. Michael’s 
response was entirely out of line.  Like saying “go play in traffic.” 

  

What is the meaning of this: Sloan is asking for a favor – PUD status rather than obeying the 
zoning law. Then he asks and asks and never gives. He says he wants to meet halfway?  Yet he 
threatens to take more and more give nothing.  Take a tree from each home.  Take away back 
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porches. Take away quality of life for 36 families or living groups (100 people) for decades. But 
never give up 2 units from each pod in order to make room for trees, porches, amenities required 
of a PUD, a community center or gathering area.   

  

Across the street is an example of a property paved in concrete to maximize rental income. I 
have gone door-to-door there at election time. With the sun heating the parking area and the lack 
of vegetation, it is unbearably hot. No resident would go out to relax in that nor would they stand 
and talk to another in such discomfort.  

  

Every real alteration Mr. Sloan is asked to discuss he avoids and ignores, trying to divert your 
attention to the trail.  This housing development is not about the trail.  (In fact, most of us enjoy 
the trail as it is and an “improvement” would mean nothing to us. If the trail is grass on either 
side, what difference does a small paved area make?)   

  

As Ms. Lavine stated, those of us in business know you have to spend a buck to make one.  
Sloan has been whining for a year and a half about the cost of doing his business, but never about 
the extreme profit he will make.  From what I heard last night, the heat pump would cost one 
month’s rent from the unit, one-time, the next years forward he gets the full 12 months rent. A 
good businessperson should be able to see that deal.  

  

Don Scutt of Freeville showed up at the meeting.  I ask that his comments be recused in that he 
will profit from selling insurance from his Allstate agency. 

  

Martha Robertson spoke to the need for housing.  That has nothing to do with the merits of this 
1061 proposal.  There will be housing here. The Board’s job is to ensure that it is quality 
housing, that the safety of the community is protected and that the long-range viability of our 
valuable resources are not squandered – sustainability.

  

 What will happen when a tenant asks for 
something, as the board has?  Will the tenant meet with the same avoidance and ignoring of real 
need that we have seen for the past year and a half?  

I often find if a person balks at giving me some information I request, it is because the 
information is to their disadvantage. I wonder if this could be the case here also? 

  



Sadly, we could have had some fine family housing already in use on this property if we hadn’t 
been spending all this time trying to work with a person who is unwilling to work with us, the 
people of Varna and the boards who represent us.  

  

Can it be proposed as a requirement that the board be required to have real interface with project 
they will be discussing?  This could save time in the long run and help focus discussion and 
avoid misconceptions. Thank you again for those who actually came out to 1061 to see the 
property. 

  

Thank you again, Linda Lavine and Ray Berger.  

  

Carol Whitlow, The Neighbor at  

1067 Dryden Road 
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