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August 26, 2020 

Ray Burger, Planning Director 
Town of Dryden 
93 East Main St. 
Dryden, NY  13053 
 
 Re: Review Pursuant to §239 -l, -m and -n of the New York State General Municipal Law 
Action: Special Use Permit for proposed turbine replacement at 219 Ellis Hollow Creek Rd., 

Town of Dryden Parcel #s 66.-1-18 and 66.-1-22, Dominion Energy, Owner/Applicant. 
 
Dear Mr. Burger: 
 
This letter acknowledges your referral of the proposal identified above for review and comment by the 
Tompkins County Department of Planning & Sustainability pursuant to §239 -l, -m and -n of the New 
York State General Municipal Law. The Department has reviewed the proposal, as submitted, and has 
determined that it has no negative inter-community, or county-wide impacts. The Department offers the 
following comment which is not a formal recommendation as a part of §239 -l, -m and -n: 
 

• We do have concerns with the increase in short tons of CO2e associated with this project as 
reported by the applicant.  

  
It is our understanding that achieving the important and necessary reductions in air pollution from 
this site requires utilizing equipment that consumes more energy than existing equipment and 
results in emitting significantly more greenhouse gas emissions. 
  
Thus, this proposal calls for weighing the localized benefits of reduced air pollution against the 
regional/global impacts of increased greenhouse gas emissions. Our office does not have a way to 
conduct that analysis or weighing process. So, it is unclear to us whether this project would result 
in a net benefit to environmental and human health or a net detriment. 
  
It is also our understanding that the NYSDEC permitting process does not currently conduct that 
weighing process in any formal way. Their permitting process focuses on reducing air pollutants. 
  
While we do not have a specific suggestion to offer the Town beyond requesting that the DEC 
consider such an analysis, we wanted to highlight and acknowledge the complexities inherent in 
the review of this project. 

 
Please inform us of your decision so that we can make it a part of the record. 
 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Borgella, AICP 
       Commissioner of Planning and Sustainability 


