
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 3:24 PM 

Subject: Requested permit for Borger Station in Ellis Hollow 

I am a resident and voter in Dryden and I am writing about the permit requested by 
Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway to expand operations and expand greenhouse gas emissions at the 
Borger Station.   My understanding is that the expansion in emissions that has been requested is 
both substantial and for an indefinite, that is permanent, time.  This expansion will contribute to 
global warming and should not be permitted on that ground alone, but it should also be considered 
carefully in light of how it will impact not just Dryden but the ecology of our watershed and larger 
surrounding area.   

This decision must not be rushed.   In keeping with Town and State law, I call upon the Dryden 
Town Board to carefully consider the impact of this request, to obtain an official Environmental 
Impact Statement, and to solicit input from the neighbors of the Borger Station and other residents 
of Dryden before making a decision about whether this expansion should go forward. 

It is ironic that now, when town opinion is being solicited about Dryden's vision of the future and 
how growth in Dryden will be shaped, this request comes that must also be considered in the 
context of what we want for Dryden's future, but comes with an attempt to rush to an unconsidered 
decision. 

Thank you for giving this permit request the time and deliberation necessary to make the best 
decision for Dryden's future. 

Carol Clarke 
91 German Cross Road 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 12:35 PM 

Subject: concern about Dominion's expansion / permit to emit 

Dear Dryden Town Board, 

I have lived in Ellis Hollow for 15 years.  I am appalled to have learned yesterday that Dominion is 

pursuing expansion, seeking a permit allowing them to increase their greenhouse gas emissions 

exponentially.   

I urge the Board to do an in-depth study and environmental impact review; this is undoubtedly a 

decision that will negatively impact our health and the health of the planet, for generations to 

come.  Given what we know about climate change, that anyone is trying to increase their emissions 

during this time is unconscionable.  Sounds like this is about the interest of corporate profit, and not in 

the true interest of the people or the planet.   

Please vote for the planet, and for our health.   

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Heatley 

1321 Ellis Hollow Rd. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 12:30 PM 

Subject: Borger SUP Application 

Please share this with members of the Town Board: 

I am writing as a resident of the Town of Dryden to request that you hold off on any action on the 

request for a SUP for the Borger facility until you have a) held one or more public hearings on the 

matter, and b) mandated an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on their proposal, following a review 

by independent experts. 

Dominion/Borger's SUP request indicates that their updated facility could result in an alarming increase 

in greenhouse gases, and provides inadequate information on the potential release of methane resulting 

from the change.  Both of these outcomes are unacceptable and would be explicitly counter to Dryden's 

well-known commitment to sustainability and opposition to projects that would exacerbate climate 

change. 

I believe that the opposition to the Borger proposal is widespread in our community.  Thus, it is 

imperative that you hold public hearings on the matter, in a timely fashion. 

You should also utilize the SEQR process to mandate an Environmental Impact Statement, following a 

review of the proposal by independent experts.  New York's SEQRA process is explicitly designed to 

require a full-blown consideration of the environmental impact of changes such as the ones proposed, in 

particular where the changes could be damaging and have a negative impact on the community.  As 

elected officials, you would only be utilizing the requirements of the law to insist on such a review.  And, 

in so doing, you would be responsive to the people you represent. 

In my view, it should be only after a full and open airing of the issues surrounding this proposal, 

buttressed by an expert review of its environmental impact, that you would take any action of Borger's 

request for a SUP. 

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns. 

William C. Russell, Ph.D.

434 Snyder Hill Road

Ithaca, NY  14850



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 11:38 AM 

Subject: Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's Borger 

Thurs. 8.13.2020 

To the Town Board of Dryden, 

I understand that Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's Borger Station is pressing the Dryden Town Board 
for a permit to increase its yearly Greenhouse Gas Emissions by as much as 30+%! 

Until an independent study report on the effect of Dominion 
proposal is presented to the community at large, 
I ask you ALL to VOTE NO to deny their request. 

Thank you....From a long time Ellis Hallow resident............Dan Mittler. 

--  
Dan Mittler 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:44 PM 

Subject: Fwd: Borger compressor 

Please send this email to the whole townboard. Thanks! 

has attached the following document: 

Borger compressor 

Snapshot of the item below: 

Dear Members of the Dryden Town Board,
I urge you to follow Town and State law as well as ethical principles to delay 
granting a special use permit to Borger Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway for their 
“upgrade” to their compressor station. You have been elected as representatives of 
the people of Dryden, and it is your responsibility to act in accordance with 
presumptive caution. New York’s SEQR process gives you a framework to 
approach this moral responsibility. You need to do your due diligence.
Borger asserts in their letter of June 10 to Ray Burger that changes would be 
minor, but the Board and townspeople need more evidence to evaluate the veracity 
of that claim. We need to hear from independent scientific experts.  Please take the 
time to do that and to allow the public to hear the evidence and weigh in about 
their concerns and their position on the application. We need at least one public 
hearing. Borger’s own data citing an increase to 110,060 tons/year of CO2e from 
83,320 is alarming. That is not insignificant. 
Furthermore, the precautionary principle operative in environmental ethics gives 
you a way to think about the duty you are faced with. It urges us “to anticipate, 
prevent or minimize the causes of climate change and mitigate its adverse 
effects”  (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 1992).

We know that human use of fossil fuels causes global warming So every effort 
should be made to mitigate and prevent it.. Specifically, scientists are worried 
about methane which is 86 times more powerful than carbon dioxide in a 20 year 
timeframe. Research published this Monday in the journal Nature Climate Change 
projects that due to vanishing sea ice, the Arctic may start seeing an ice-free period 



each year as early as 2035. Sea level rise, fires, droughts or floods and other 
extreme weather events are happening more and more every year. 
Our society is going through a paradigm shift from operating as usual to evaluating 
every action with an eye to its role in global warming. Dryden is a model 
community which takes this responsibility seriously, for example, in paying 
consultants to find ways that municipal services can reduce emissions. I am proud 
to live in this Town. It would be inconsistent not to take the opportunity to act 
consciously, with care and courage, in the case of evaluating Borger’s request for a 
special use permit. 
We live 2 ½ miles from Borger’s compressor station at 434 Snyder Hill Road. 
Thank you for working to limit criteria pollutants from our air which have a direct 
impact on our health. Your current decision should be made independently from 
that one. Keep in mind that greenhouse gases have an indirect impact on our 
health, our children’s health, and the life of the planet. (CO2 was ruled a pollutant 
by the Supreme Court in 2007) The Board and public with the help of experts need 
time to study these impacts and figure out how they might be reduced through an 
official Environmental Impact Statement. 

Kathy Russell 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:43 PM 

> 

Subject: Borger Station, Dominion 

Dear Bambi, 

I am writing in regards to the Dominion Energy request to increase emissions by any% at the Borger 

Station on Ellis Hollow Road.  On behalf of the residents of the Town of Dryden, it is imperative that we 

do not issue Dominion another SUP without having a complete, independent and expert environmental 

review of the Dominion application.  In this era of loosening restrictions on clean air initiatives, we must 

lead the way in protecting our planet and the future of our children. 

Let's follow the science...not the dollar signs! 

Respectfully, 

Kenneth C Burkhart 

98 Hickory Circle 

Ithaca, NY 14850 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:38 PM 

Subject: CO2 emission request concern 

To the honorable members of the Dryden Town /Board: 

The issue of CO2 emissions need further clarification. We have spent years trying to 
reduce the gases emitted to preserve and protect the air quality. THe current 
regulations barely clear our current atmosphere of unwanted quantities of CO2. Are 

there no other means by which Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's Borger Station can 

produce natural gas without the excessive release of carbon gases. The long term 
affect will be unretractable. Prevention is a wiser approach. Please take the time to 
provide the appropriate analysis, professional consults and necessary study before 
making a decision. It is my understanding that the company is not agreeing to any new 
customers on their line.... so what is the need? 

Thank you for your time and service. 

Susan Mittler, 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:31 PM 

Subject: Comment re Borger 

Dear Bambi,  

Would you forward my comment to Town Board members before this evening’s meeting?   

Thank you so much.   

Judy Pierpont 

Comment re Borger SUP Application 

 Aug. 13, 2020 

Dear Town Board members, 

It is a good thing that Borger plans to install new “best-practice” turbines that will protect townspeople 

from the worst of “criteria pollutants.” At the same time, the proposed changes could increase green 

house gas (GHG) emissions by almost 30%, no doubt because a great deal more gas will be flowing 

through this facility with the buildout of the New Markets project.  It appears that in our town there 

could be a massive increase in climate-altering emissions—some CO2 and a great deal of CO2-e 

(e=equivalent—mostly fugitive/leaked methane).  At the proposed limit, it would double the green 

house gases emitted by the whole Town in a year.  

This proposed increase is of great concern to the people in Dryden who have taken action and made 

admirable progress in reining in GHG emissions. With past decisive action by the Town Board, we have 

tried to do our part in averting the worst effects to climate change.  The County and the State have 

strong climate action goals, and the State now has the CLCPA, which outlines the efforts at the state 

level.  But it is obvious that these goals cannot be met if companies like Borger go on increasing their 

emissions.   

I believe that it is at the municipal level that the laws must be enforced.  The Town has the legal duty 

under SEQRA to determine whether these new emissions will be allowed in our name.  I personally do 



not want to allow this increase in my name.  SEQRA requires that we evaluate threats to the 

environment, specifically in this case whether the proposed project will potentially emit a significant 

amount of climate-altering green house gases.  If the answer is “yes” either the permit must be denied 

or else satisfactory mitigations must first be agreed on.  

I urge the Town to do its “due diligence” and determine the significance of the new emissions.  The 

Town should engage the services of experts to do a study of the potential emissions, which 

Dominion/BH must, of course, pay for.  

As a Resident of Dryden, I want the assurance that the Town is doing all that it is required to do and all 

that it can in my name to protect our environment and the livability of our town.  Please do your 

“due diligence” in having this study done and the significance of the results reported in the SEQR form.  

Yours sincerely,

Judy Pierpont
111 Pleasant Hollow Road
Freeville, NY 13068



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:18 PM 

Subject: Borger Station Emissions 

As a resident of Ellis Hollow, I am very concerned about the pressure the Town Board is 
receiving from Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's Borger Station to issue a permit to increase its 
yearly Greenhouse Gas Emissions by as much as 30+%. I am writing to ask the Town Board to 
follow the Town and State law, take its time, study the impact of Borger's proposal, and learn it 
can be reduced using the official Environmental Impact Statement process. 

Thank you, 

Mary G. Royer 

1 Deer Run Road 

Ithaca, NY  14850 



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 2:14 PM 

Subject: Dear Dryden TB - please ensure a full emissions study in this vulnerable area next to homes and 

a nature preserve! 

Dear Bambi Avery: 

Could you please share this with the Dryden Town Board in a timely fashion? 

Thanks so much. 

HL 

=== 

Dear Dryden Town Board! 

I am writing to strongly advocate for a full emissions study prior to any expansion of turbine capacity 

and any other activities at the Borg Warner site on Ellis Hollow Creek Road. 

Of course, it is obvious that this is a very bad site for a gas facility, in a rural residential area with a 

nature preserve and headwater streams for Cascadilla Creek, in woods that provide habitat for many 

species (https://www.fllt.org/preserves/ellis-hollow-nature-preserve/). 

We know that now.  

A facility like this would not get permission to locate here nowadays. 

In fact, as a fossil-fuel based operation, it really ought to go the way of all dinosaurs and shut up shop, 

pull up the pipes and networks and get out of town. 

Someday!

However, for the present it seems that we are stuck with it. 



Which means that, at every opportunity, the Town needs to mitigate negative impacts from this facility, 

and to prevent it from expanding its operations. 

In this case, the decision seems obvious, for the Town Board - you really should just deny issuance of a 

Special Use Permit, and kill this expansion plan. 

Thirty percent more greenhouse gas emissions annually?  

Wait - what??

However, if you do not have the steely nerve to just do the obviously right thing immediately, an 

honorable fall-back position is to hire experts to conduct a proper study. 

I strongly urge you to take this step (and then deny the SUP). 

Thank you, 

Hilary Lambert 

1676 Hanshaw Road 

Ithaca NY 14850 


