
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 12:04:33 PM 

Subject: Borger permit request  

Dear Jason,

I understand that the Borger Natural Gas Compressor Station in Ellis Hollow is asking the board 
for another permit to emit more methane into our fair skies and bodies. I understand this to be 
an increase of greenhouse gas emissions of possibly 32% or 20,000 tons a year. Such an increase 
must entail a thorough investigation into how that will impact us all. You are in an unusual 
situation as a small town board having to make a decision that will have such a huge impact on 
the lives and safety of so many people now and into the future. Please take your time and make 
this decision in a thorough and thoughtful manner. 

Under the State “SEQR” Law, the board will have to conduct a study of the potential 
global warming/climate changing impacts of Borger’s projected greenhouse gas emissions. 
Experts will have to be brought in and yet their fees can be turned over to Borger. While this will 
take time, we need to know the full and honest extent of the emissions and how long they will be 
releasing them. I remember when we asked them this very questions during the last round of 
expansions and they patronized us and said that we couldn’t understand and they would not 
divulge this information and that they didn’t even know for sure. We must not stand for this 
now. We must hire experts to help us know what this next phase will mean for our community 
and our planet. 

If/when we find out that the emissions will cause a serious threat to us, then we will have to take 
the next step and get an environmental impact statement prepared so that Borger can see if they 
can mitigate the risks and reduce the emissions. Think about 3,000 more cars in that little 
hollow; that may be easier to imagine what such a move by Borger will feel like. We could wear 
special masks to protect our lungs from asthma for the years to come. I found some from the 
Czech Republic for $40 a piece. They are difficult to breathe through but they promise to block 
out harmful smog. Is that what we want? Or maybe housing prices would drop and the area 
would become abandoned. Why live in the country with big city air quality? Borger’s continued 
expansions and deceitfulness is making me look at other properties outside of Dryden. 
Unfortunately, their operations impact not just our small community but the entire planet! How 
many more times will they expand? How much more damage can they inflict upon us? We have 
other ways to heat our homes! This burning of fracked gas is not the answer. 

I am respectfully requesting that only after experts have been brought in for a thorough analysis 
and an EIS is performed and agreements have been reached about how this will safely move 
forward should the board issue a permit. And, please consider not issuing this permit if the 
environmental impact is too great for the benefit of their home heating fuel. 

Sincerely,
Jane Kennedy
8 Nottingham Dr
Ithaca, NY  14850



Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2020 5:38:48 PM 
Subject: Borger station  

To the Town Board of Dryden, 

As a resident on Ellis Hollow Road I am asking you to protect our community to its fullest.  The board 
needs to protect the environment for our future generations.   There is no need to rush a decision to 
increase carbon and methane in our community that will effect our community for decades.  This will 
have a major effect on our community therefor the town should be able to hire an engineering company 
of your choice to investigate on what this would have on our community and long term effects on the 
environment.  The Board needs to stand firm to protect its community and not cut any deals with Borger 
Station without the  documentation from the engineering company for the residents of Dryden can see.  
This Board has a duty of due diligence under the State “SEQR” Law to study the potential global 
warming/climate changing impacts of Borger’s projected Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

This Board was elected by the community to protect its community! 
Don’t Rush without a full investigation! Protect the AIR WE BREATH!! 

Thank you, 
Rosemarie Cacioppo  



Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 5:14 PM 

Subject: Greenhouse gas release expansion application... 

Hello. I live about 3 miles from the plant on Ellis Hollow Creek Rd. I just heard about the application to 
be filed authorizing the plant to release more greenhouse gasses. 

Please do what you can to make sure this application is denied. Science has proved over and over that 
greenhouse gas emissions have worrying negative effects for the surrounding neighborhood in the short 
term and potentially catastrophic effects for the entire world in the longer term. 

Thank you, 
Randy Hendrickson 



Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 10:19 AM 

Subject: The Dryden Town Board should not issue a special use permit (SUP) to Dominion without a 
proper review. 

(Please forward to all Board Members) 

Dear Dryden Town Board Members, 

I'm a fellow Tompkins County resident and I'm extremely concerned about climate change. 

I joined Mothers Out Front Tompkins last year after being inspired by the great work they did on 
Dominion's Borger compressor station in Ellis Hollow.  Thanks to their (and others') hard work, 
Dominion is updating their equipment, resulting in the reduction of certain emissions (VOCs, CO, NOx 
and Formaldehyde) by about 90%. But what Dominion didn’t tell anyone at the time was that CO2e (CO2 
and methane) would have the potential to increase 32% with the updated equipment! 

As you know, Dominion has now asked you to grant an open-ended SUP without having sufficient 
information or expertise to make an informed decision. Mothers Out Front Tompkins members and 
other concerned Tompkins County residents are asking that you first require a  review of Dominion's 
application by a third party environmental engineering firm, which review would be paid for by 
Dominion.  We also ask that you not issue the SUP until you've received and studied the environmental 
review report. If you make a rushed decision we could be locked into significantly increased 
greenhouse gas emissions for the unknown life of the equipment. 

I'm counting on you to take your time and approach this matter with the consideration it requires. 

Thank you. 

Sheila Out 
Itthaca 



Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2020 8:24 PM 
Subject: Borger station 

I am very concerned that the Borger station on ellis hollow creek road has asked the town board to 
approve them adding 32% emissions ( carbon and methane). It’s like adding 4912 cars to our roads 
annually.  
Please, please invest in hiring an expert to calculate the effects this would have on our community and 
environment.  
It would be a tragedy if Dryden were to approve the Borger station to increase harmful emissions while 
we all try so hard to reduce our own Environmental footprint.  
Susan Lang 
563 Ellis hollow creek rd 



Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2020 4:07 PM 

Subject: Borger Station CO2 and methane emissions 

Dryden Town Board Members and Town Clerk
Jason Leifer, Town Supervisor 
Dan Lamb, Assistant Town Supervisor 
Kathy Servoss, Board Member  
Loren Sparling, Board Member  

James Skaley, Board Member 
Bambi Avery, Town Clerk 

Dear Dryden Town Board Members, 

I am writing to ask that you perform due diligence under SEQR Law, by taking any 
actions necessary to determine and understand the full amount of CO2 and methane 
emissions that will result from operation of the five(!) proposed new natural gas turbine 
compressors and pumps at Borger Station.  

We need to take these actions before issuing any upgrade permits to Dominion Energy. 
Any permit must be based on the emissions possible when the turbines are run at full 
capacity. The idea that we would permit for less than full capacity is ludicrous. It is 
foolhardy to believe that Dominion is paying for more capacity than they will ever use. 

Sincerely, 
Linda DeNoyer 
755 Snyder Hill Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850 
Town of Dryden 



Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2020 12:50 PM 

Subject: Borger Expansion 

Hi,  
 My name is Nichole Cappadora, as a resident and mother in Dryden the increase proposed by the 
Borger stations concerns me. I ask that you, as the town board, do your due diligence and hire an expert 
to fully investigate what such an increase would do to our community and the environment.   

Also have you as a board considered implementing any safety stipulations to approval? such as; not 
approving the special permit without best most efficient equipment to capture and reduce 
emissions installed and time limit to approval? such as; revisit every year for renewed approval from the 
board to make sure that best technology is being used, etc.. 

Thank you for hearing my concerns and I hope you act in the best interest of this community by hiring an 
expert to investigate.  

Best, 
Nichole Cappadora 



Sent: Friday, August 14, 2020 8:00 PM 

Subject: Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's Borger Station  

Dear Dryden Town Board,

I just want to register my opposition to the Borger Station's request for a permit to increase its yearly 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions by as much as 30+%! Everyone's environment will be affected-- this is not the 
course we should be following. Please follow the Town and State laws and  study the impact of Borger's 
proposal and learn how the emissions can be reduced using the official Environmental Impact Statement 
process. 

Thank you, 

Ken Roberts 
32 Hungerford Road 



Comment re Borger SUP Application
 Aug. 13, 2020
Judy Pierpont

 Dear Jason,
It is a good thing that Borger plans to install new “best-practice” turbines that will protect townspeople from 
the worst of “criteria pollutants.” At the same time, the proposed changes could increase green house gas 
(GHG) emissions by almost 30%, no doubt because a great deal more gas will be flowing through this facility 
with the buildout of the New Markets project.  It appears that in our town there could be a massive increase in 
climate-altering emissions—some CO2 and a great deal of CO2-e (e=equivalent—mostly fugitive/leaked 
methane).  At the proposed limit, it would double the green house gases emitted by the whole Town in a year. 
This proposed increase is of great concern to the people in Dryden who have taken action and made admirable 
progress in reining in GHG emissions. With past decisive action by the Town Board, we have tried to do our 
part in averting the worst effects to climate change.  The County and the State have strong climate action goals, 
and the State now has the CLCPA, which outlines the efforts at the state level.  But it is obvious that these 
goals cannot be met if companies like Borger go on increasing their emissions.   I believe that it is at the 
municipal level that the laws must be enforced.  The Town has the legal duty under SEQRA to 
determine whether these new emissions will be allowed in our name.  I personally do not want to allow this 
increase in my name.  SEQRA requires that we evaluate threats to the environment, specifically in this case 
whether the proposed project will potentially emit a significant amount of climate-altering green house 
gases.  If the answer is “yes” either the permit must be denied or else satisfactory mitigations must first be 
agreed on. 
 I urge the Town to do its “due diligence” and determine the significance of the new emissions.  The Town 
should engage the services of experts to do a study of the potential emissions, which Dominion/BH must, of 
course, pay for. 
As a Resident of Dryden, I want the assurance that the Town is doing all that it is required to do and all that it 
can in my name to protect our environment and the livability of our town.  Please do your “due diligence” in 
having this study done and the significance of the results reported in the SEQR form. 
Yours sincerely,
Judy Pierpont
111 Pleasant Hollow Road
Freeville, NY 13068



Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 5:19 PM 
Subject: Dear Dryden TB - please ensure a full emissions study in this vulnerable area next to homes and 
a nature preserve! 

Dear Dryden Town Board! 

I am writing to strongly advocate for a full emissions study prior to any expansion of turbine capacity 
and any other activities at the Borg Warner site on Ellis Hollow Creek Road. 

Of course, it is obvious that this is a very bad site for a gas facility, in a rural residential area with a 
nature preserve and headwater streams for Cascadilla Creek, in woods that provide habitat for many 
species (https://www.fllt.org/preserves/ellis-hollow-nature-preserve/). 
We know that now.  

A facility like this would not get permission to locate here nowadays. 

In fact, as a fossil-fuel based operation, it really ought to go the way of all dinosaurs and shut up shop, 
pull up the pipes and networks and get out of town. 
Someday!

However, for the present it seems that we are stuck with it. 
Which means that, at every opportunity, the Town needs to mitigate negative impacts from this facility, 
and to prevent it from expanding its operations. 

In this case, the decision seems obvious, for the Town Board - you really should just deny issuance of a 
Special Use Permit, and kill this expansion plan. 
Thirty percent more greenhouse gas emissions annually?  
Wait - what??

However, if you do not have the steely nerve to just do the obviously right thing immediately, an 
honorable fall-back position is to hire experts to conduct a proper study. 
I strongly urge you to take this step (and then deny the SUP). 

Thank you, 
Hilary Lambert 
1676 Hanshaw Road 
Ithaca NY 14850 



Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 1:26 PM 

Subject: Gas Emissions in Ellis Hollow 

Dear Town Clerk, 

We, including our kids, walk in the Nature Preserve in Ellis Hollow and sometimes can smell gas now, but 
I think it would be much worse if the emissions were increased.  Therefore, I am writing to express my 
great concern about Dominion’s request to increase its Greenhouse Gas Emissions and expand its 
operations in our neighborhood.  We ask the Town Board to follow Town and State law, take its time, 
and study these impacts and how they might be reduced through an official Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

Borger’s requested "Potential to Emit" CO2e is greater than all the GHG emissions Dryden reported in 
2018. The permit will be good until Borger stops operating--decades into the future. Proposed Increase: 
as much as 25,064 Tons of CO2e/each year = the impact of an additional 4912 cars driven for a 
year.Proposed Total GHG emissions: as much as 108,858 Tons of CO2e/each year--the same as 21,335 
cars operating each year or 11,396 homes using energy each year.

This amount of emissions potentially threatens the health of the entire Ellis Hollow/Dryden community.  

We appreciate your attention to this matter, which is much more urgent now that we are spending 
much more time at home in Ellis Hollow. 

Angela B. Cornell 
32 Hungerford Rd. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 



Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 12:58 PM 

Subject: Comment for Town Board Meeting 8/20/20 Borger Station SUP 

Hello Bambi, 
Can you please add my comments regarding Borger Station's proposed Special Use Permit Application? 
Thank you.  

Dear Dryden Town Board Members, 
I am writing as an Ellis Hollow Dryden resident, member of Mothers Out Front, Chair of the Dryden 
Safety and Preparedness Committee, and a human being on the planet.  
Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway's CO2e greenhouse gas emissions (proposed) increase of 32% recently 
included (July 2020) in their Special Use Permit Application for compressor upgrades is mind boggling.  
I have personally sat around a table with Dominion representatives, members of the Town Board, and 
concerned citizens of the community discussing the Borger Station upgrades. The upgrade plans were 
pitched and interpreted as a collective win; a significant reduction in criteria pollutants for the Ellis 
Hollow (and surrounding) area air quality and Borger Station would no longer require Title V status 
(highest rating for pollutants and currently 1 of the 18 in NYS with this unfavorable Title).  
This project has been in the works since (or before) January 2018. In the 11th hour of the  Application 
review process (July 2020) the greenhouse gas emissions (CO2e) information was given for the first time. 
Maybe this new information wasn't required prior to last month but we have it now.  
I am asking the Town Board to require a SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review Act) for this project.  
Is a 32% increase acceptable in 2020? Legal? Is this percentage regulated by FERC (Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission)? Can the Town put a cap on how much greenhouse gas is increased as a special 
condition on the Special Use Permit? What about the Best Available Technology? Can we do better than 
32%? If so, why not ask for it? 
What is the benefit for Dominion/Berkshire Hathaway if a SEQR isn't required by the Town Board? 
What is the benefit to the Town of Dryden if a SEQR isn't required?  
Maybe it comes down to a trade off. Upgrades for an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. It would be 
helpful to myself and the community to have an expert opinion on what the long term environmental 
impacts actually are. Of course we want safe air quality. Of course we don't want to contribute to the 
planet getting any hotter.  
Maybe someday the Dryden Town Board will get a pitch to convert the Ellis Hollow Natural Gas 
Compressor Station into a geothermal plant. 
Today, I ask you to represent our community with due diligence regarding the Borger Station Special Use 
Permit upgrades.   
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Dana Magnuson 
5 Sunny Slope Terrace 



Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 12:42 PM 
Subject: Dominion Energy's Pollution Request 

Dear Dryden Town Board, 

It has recently come to my attention from very concerned neighbors that Dominion Energy has requested 
permissions from the Dryden Town Board to increase its greenhouse gas emissions and further expand its 
already very significant operations in our residential neighborhood.  I urge you to give priority to the 
health and well-being of our community and to carefully follow town and state law in evaluating this 
deeply concerning request.  Please study the impacts of such an increase in pollution on our community 
before coming to a decision.  I would also ask that you involve the community in public hearings before 
any decision is made so that our voice can be heard, and not only the self-interested lobbying voice of 
Dominion Energy 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Your neighbor and constituent, 

Jason Frank 
1476 Ellis Hollow Rd 

Jason Frank 
Robert J. Katz Chair of Government  
202 White Hall | Cornell University 



Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 12:19 PM 
Subject: FW: Concerned about Dominion Borger Station emissions 

Dear Town Clerk, 

I am writing to express my great concern about Dominion’s request to increase its Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions and expand its operations in our neighborhood.  We ask the Town Board to follow Town and 
State law, take its time, and study these impacts and how they might be reduced through an official 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Borger’s requested "Potential to Emit" CO2e is greater than all the GHG emissions Dryden reported 
in 2018. The permit will be good until Borger stops operating--decades into the future.  
Proposed Increase: as much as 25,064 Tons of CO2e/each year = the impact of an additional 4912 
cars driven for a year. 
Proposed Total GHG emissions: as much as 108,858 Tons of CO2e/each year--the same as 21,335 
cars operating each year or 11,396 homes using energy each year.

This amount of emissions potentially threatens the health of the entire Ellis Hollow/Dryden community.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Mary Fainsod Katzenstein and Peter Joachim Katzenstein 1189 Ellis Hollow Road  Ithaca NY 14850  


