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TOWN OF DRYDEN 

SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING 
April 22, 2021 

Via Zoom 

 

 

Present:  Supervisor Jason Leifer, Cl Daniel Lamb, Cl James Skaley,  

   Cl Loren Sparling, Cl Leonardo Vargas-Mendez 
 

Elected Officials: Bambi L. Avery, Town Clerk 

   Rick Young, Highway/DPW Superintendent 

          

Other Town Staff: Ray Burger, Planning Director 
   Dondi Harner, TG Miller Engineers 

    

 

Supv Leifer opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 
Fall Creek Streambank Stabilization  

 

 Ray Burger explained that the town was awarded a water quality improvement grant for 

this project of over $700,000 to stabilize the bank of Fall Creek in Etna and one of the 

tributaries up near Knollwood & Mineah Road.  Last month the Town Board declared lead 
agency and letters went out to interested agencies and no response was received.  The board 

can go ahead with the environmental review.   

 

 Dondi Harner of TG Miller reviewed the scope of the project and different portions of the 

project.  There are three different sites along Fall Creek and one on Knollwood Drive.  The grant 

will cover the study and implementation.  The sites along Fall Creek could probably be taken 
care of by the town and a third party hired for the work to be done along Knollwood Drive.  

Permits will be required from DEC and the Army Corps. 

 

 Gian Dodici, Chair of the Conservation Board, said without specifics it is hard to 

determine any potential impacts.  Despite asking for more information, he has not seen any 
plans, designs, or anything concrete and no real details.   D Harner said at this stage the 

Knollwood site has actual areas of work identified.  R Young said a lot of the repair will not 

involve getting into the creek. 

 

 G Dodici said it is hard to make a determination of no effect if you don’t know what the 

proposed plan is.  He requested information months ago and didn’t receive anything.  He has 
concerns about impacts of the Knollwood/Mineah Road work on downstream areas.  He said 

the symptom being addressed at the Pinckney Road site isn’t really addressing the problem.  

Armoring one bank and not addressing the issues on the other bank is short-sighted.  It is 

hard to make a determination as to the potential environmental impacts of these projects at 

this point without having any real concrete plans.  
 

Supv Leifer asked D Harner to find out if grant funds can used for the study prior to a 

SEQR determination.  After further discussion, the matter was tabled to the May 13 board 

meeting. 

 

Varna Sewer Project 
 

 The board reviewed Part 2 of the EAF: 
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SEQR Part 2 Identification of Potential Project Impacts 
 
1. Impact on Land – Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of, the 
land surface of the proposed site.  Yes 
If “Yes”, answer questions a – h. If “No”, move on to Section 2.   
a) The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is less 
than 3 feet.   No 
b) The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. No 
c) The proposed action may involve construction on land where bedrock is exposed, or 
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface. No 
d) The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons of 
natural material.  No  
e) The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than one year or in 
multiple phases.  No  
f) The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical disturbance or 
vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).  No 
g) The proposed action is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area. No 
h) Other impacts:  
 
2. Impact on Geological Features – The proposed action may result in the modification or 
destruction of, or inhibit access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffs, 
dunes, minerals, fossils, caves).  No  
 
3. Impacts on Surface Water – The proposed action may affect one or more wetlands or other 
surface water bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes).   No 
 
4. Impact on groundwater – The proposed action may result in new or additional use of ground 
water, or may have the potential to introduce contaminants to ground water or an aquifer. No  
 
5. Impact on Flooding – The proposed action may result in development on lands subject to 
flooding.   No 
 
6. Impacts on Air – The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source. No  
 
7. Impact on Plants and Animals – The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna.  
No 
 
8. Impact on Agricultural Resources – The proposed action may impact agricultural resources. 
No 
 
9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources – The land use of the proposed action are obviously different 
from, or are in sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and a 
scenic or aesthetic resource.  No 
 



TB 4-22-21 

Page 3 of 8 

 

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources – The proposed action may occur in or 
adjacent to a historic or archaeological resource.  No 
 
11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation – The proposed action may result in a loss of 
recreational opportunities or a reduction of an open space resource as designated in any 
adopted municipal open space plan.  No 
 
12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas – The proposed action may be located within or 
adjacent to a critical environmental area (CEA).  No 
 
13. Impact on Transportation – The proposed action may result in a change to existing 
transportation systems.  No 
 
14. Impact on Energy – The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of 
energy.  No 
 
15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light – The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, 
odors, or outdoor lighting.  No 
 
16. Impact on Human Health – The proposed action may have an impact on human health from 
exposure to new or existing sources of contaminants.  No 
 
17. Consistency with Community Plan – The proposed action is not consistent with adopted 
land use plans.  No 
 
18. Consistency with Community Character – the proposed project is inconsistent with the 
existing facilities, structures, or areas of historic importance to the community.  No 
 
 

 The board reviewed Part 3 and passed the following resolution. 

 

FINAL SEQRA RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION #101 (2021) - ESTABLISHING THE TOWN BOARD AS LEAD AGENCY FOR 

THE COORDINATED REVIEW OF THE CONSOLIDATED SEWER DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT, 

DECLARING THE PROJECT TO BE AN UNLISTED ACTION, AND DETERMINING THAT THE 

PROJECT WILL NOT RESULT IN ANY SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Cl Skaley offered the following resolution and asked for its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the Town of Dryden (the “Town”) is considering undertaking the acquisition, 
construction and installation of improvements to the Town of Dryden Consolidated Sewer District 

(the “District”) sanitary sewer system including, but not limited to, the replacement or 

rehabilitation of sewer mains, manholes, pump stations and other facilities, and the acquisition 

of machinery, equipment or apparatus required in connection therewith (the “Project”); and 
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WHEREAS, the Project is an action subject to review under the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), as set forth at Article 8 of the New York State Environmental 
Conservation Law, and the implementing regulations set forth at 6 NYCRR Part 617, as amended 

(the “Regulations”); and 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to comply with SEQRA and the Regulations with respect to 

the Project; and 

WHEREAS, as sponsor for the Project, the Town prepared Part 1 of a Full Environmental 

Assessment Form (“FEAF”) for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Transportation, the New York State 

Department of Health, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the New 

York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, and the New York State Office of Community Renewal are considered 

involved agencies for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, by resolution dated March 18, 2021, the Town Board for the Town of Dryden 

(the “Town Board”) declared its desire to serve as lead agency for purposes of conducting a 

coordinated review of the Project under SEQRA and preliminarily classified the Project as an 

“Unlisted Action,” as defined in the Regulations but, notwithstanding this preliminary 

classification as an Unlisted Action, the Town Board desires to treat the Project as a “Type I 

Action”, as defined in the Regulations, to comply with the requirements of New York State 

Environmental Facilities Corporation, which may provide funding for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board caused correspondence to be sent to the involved agencies 

on March 18, 2021 providing information about the Project along with the FEAF Part 1, 

requesting their consent to the Town Board acting as lead agency for the Project, and requesting 

their comments about the Project’s potential environmental impacts; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has received no objections from the other involved agencies 

to the Town Board acting as lead agency for this Project’s SEQRA review, and received no 

comments from the other involved agencies regarding the Project’s potential environmental 

impacts; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to SEQRA and the Regulations, the Town Board has considered the 

significance of the potential environmental impacts of the Project by: (1) using the criteria 
specified in Section 617.7(c) of the Regulations, (2) examining the FEAF for the Project, including 

the information in Part 1 of the FEAF and completing the analyses for Parts 2 and 3 of the FEAF, 

together with examining other available supporting information relevant to the Project, to identify 

the relevant areas of environmental concern, and (3) thoroughly analyzing the identified areas of 

relevant environmental concern. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE TOWN 

BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DRYDEN, NEW YORK AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Based upon an examination of the FEAF and other available supporting information,  the 

knowledge of the Town Board members about the area surrounding the Project, and such 

further investigation of the Project and its potential environmental impacts as the Town 

has deemed appropriate, the Town Board makes the following determinations with 

respect to the Project: 

a. The Town Board declares itself lead agency for purposes of a coordinated SEQRA 

review of the Project; 
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b. The Project is classified as an “Unlisted Action,” as defined in the Regulations but, 

notwithstanding this preliminary classification as an “Unlisted Action”, the Town 
Board determined to treat the Project as a “Type I Action”, as defined in the 

Regulations, to comply with the requirements of New York State Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, which may provide funding for the Project; 

c. The Town Board has completed, or caused to be completed, Parts 2 and 3 of the FEAF 

and has compared the impacts that may reasonably be expected to result from the 

Project to the criteria for determining significance identified in Section 617.7(c)(1) of 
the Regulations and evaluated the issues of causation and significance in light of the 

standards under the same Section of the Regulations;  

d. The Town Board has not identified any significant adverse environmental impacts 

associated with the Project and none are known to the Town Board;   

e. Based upon its review, and for the reasons set forth in the attached FEAF, the Town 
Board determines that the Project will not have any significant adverse impacts on 

the environment and reaches the following further conclusions: 

1) The Project will not result in (i) substantial adverse change in existing air quality; 

ground or surface water quality or quantity, traffic or noise levels; a substantial 

increase in solid waste production; or a substantial increase in potential for 

erosion, flooding, leaching or drainage problems; (ii) the removal or destruction of 
large quantities of vegetation or fauna; substantial interference with the 

movement of a resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; impacts on a 

significant habitat area; substantial adverse impacts on threatened or endangered 

species of animal or plant, or the habitat of such species; or (iii) other significant 

adverse impacts to natural resources;  

2) The Project will not affect a critical environmental area as designated pursuant to 

6 NYCRR § 617.14(g);  

3) The Project will not conflict with the community's current plans or goals as 

officially approved or adopted; 

4) The Project will not result in the impairment of the character or quality of 

important historical, archeological, architectural, or aesthetic resources or of 

existing community or neighborhood character;  

5) The Project will not result in a major change in the use of either the quantity or 

type of energy; 

6) The Project will not result in the creation of a hazard to human health; 

7) The Project will not result in a substantial change in the use, or intensity of use, 
of land including architectural, open space or recreational resources, or in its 

capacity to support existing uses; 

8) The Project will not result in encouraging or attracting of a large number of people 

to a place or places for more than a few days, compared to the number of people 

who would come to such place absent the action; 

9) The Project will not result in the creation of a material demand for other actions 

that would result in one or more of the above consequences;  
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10) The Project will not result in changes in two or more elements of the environment, 

no one of which has a significant impact on the environment, but when considered 

together result in a substantial adverse impact on the environment; and 

11) The Project will not result in two or more related actions undertaken, funded or 

approved by an agency, none of which has or would have a significant impact on 

the environment, but when considered cumulatively would meet one or more of 

the criteria in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c);  

f. The Town Board hereby approves and adopts the attached FEAF for the Project (Parts 
1, 2, and 3, with the supporting written elaboration), issues a Negative Declaration, 

and will not require the preparation of an environmental impact statement for the 

Project. 

2. The Town Board authorizes and directs the FEAF to be signed and the Negative 

Declaration to be filed and/or published as required by law. 

3. The Town Clerk and Town staff are authorized to take such additional steps as may be 

necessary to carry out this Resolution. 

 

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.   

2nd Supv Leifer 

 
 Roll Call Vote Cl Sparling Yes 

   Cl Vargas-Mendez Yes 

   Cl Skaley Yes 

   Cl Lamb Yes 

   Supv Leifer Yes 
 

 A resolution is necessary to schedule the public hearing for the 202-b process and 

bonding for the sewer project.  The intent is to ask for a short-term loan from EFC to get the 

project under way.  At the appropriate time we may go out to bond.  It also depends on whether 

a hardship grant is secured from EFC for zero percent.  The short-term loan from EFC 

represents co-funding and that has been indicated to the Office of Community Renewal.  We 
may hear about that in June or July, and at that point can start construction.  Because 

district fund balance money will be used to pay for engineering services, that will not need to 

be part of the bonding. 

 

 Cl Lamb would like residents of the district to be notified by mail.  Cl Skaley said it will 
be published as required by law and be in the Varna Newsletter and NextDoor.  Supv Leifer 

said it could be the public hearing legal notice in the form of a postcard. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #102 (2021) - SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING 

REGARDING IMPROVEMENT OF THE TOWN OF DRYDEN 
CONSOLIDATED SEWER DISTRICT FACILITIES 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Dryden (the "Town") proposes to undertake 

the acquisition, construction and installation of improvements to the Town of Dryden 

Consolidated Sewer District sanitary sewer system including, but not limited to, the replacement 
or rehabilitation of sewer mains, manholes, pump stations and other facilities, and the 

acquisition of machinery, equipment or apparatus required in connection therewith, at a 

maximum estimated cost of $4,313,000; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Board now desires to call a public hearing regarding the acquisition, 

construction and installation of the Town of Dryden Consolidated Sewer District improvements, 
as required by Town Law Section 202-b; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board will hold a public hearing to 

hear all persons interested in the improvement of the Town of Dryden Consolidated Sewer District 

facilities, which public hearing shall be held at 93 East Main Street, in the Town of Dryden on 

May 20, 2021 at 6:20 p.m.; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, and ordered that the Town Clerk give notice of such hearing by publishing 

in the official Town newspaper the Notice of Public Hearing in substantially the form attached 

hereto and by posting the Notice of Public Hearing on the Town's official sign-board not less than 

ten nor more than twenty days before such hearing. 
2nd Supv Leifer 

 

 Roll Call Vote Cl Sparling Yes 

   Cl Vargas-Mendez Yes 

   Cl Skaley Yes 

   Cl Lamb Yes 
   Supv Leifer Yes 

 

 Because the Village of Dryden increased its sewer rates billed to the town for Cortland 

Road Sewer District customers, we need to pass a local law to pass that increase onto 

customers. 
 

RESOLUTION #103 (2021) – SET PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE CORTLAND ROAD 

SEWER DISTRICT RATE 

 

 Supv Leifer offered the following resolution and asked for its adoption: 

 
RESOLVED, that this Town Board will hold a public hearing to adopt the following amendment 

to Section 6(b) of Local Law No. 2 of the year 2004 as amended by Local Law No. 2 of the year 

2007, and Local Law No. 3 of the year 2008, and Local Law No. 5 of 2017, on May 13, 2021 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Dryden Town Hall, 93 East Main Street, Dryden, New York, in person or via 

Zoom, as permitted by the Governor’s executive order regarding meetings in effect at the time. 
 

1. Section 6(b) of Local Law No. 2 of the year 2004 as amended by Local Law No. 2 of the 

year 2007, and Local Law No. 3 of the year 2008, and Local Law No. 5 of 2017, is hereby 

further amended by substituting for the table of amount of water usage and rate set forth 

in such section, the following table: 

 

SEWER RATES RATE 

    

First 1250 gallons (minimum) 79.41 

Next 13750 gallons (per thousand) 6.22 

Next 25000 gallons (per thousand) 9.00 

Next 20000 gallons (per thousand) 9.66 

Next 40000 gallons (per thousand) 10.34 

Next 100000 gallons (per thousand) 11.00 

Next ALL gallons (per thousand) 11.00 
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2. This local law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State and for all billing 

periods which begin on or after April 15, 2021. 
 

2nd Cl Vargas-Mendez 

 

 Roll Call Vote Cl Sparling Yes 

   Cl Vargas-Mendez Yes 

   Cl Skaley Yes 
   Cl Lamb Yes 

   Supv Leifer Yes 

 

 There being no further business, on motion made, seconded and unanimously carried, 

the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Bambi L. Avery 
Town Clerk 

 

 


