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March 13, 2021
To:

MAR 1 5 2021
DRYDEN TOWN CLERK

All members of Dryden Town Board
Dryden Town Supervisor
Dryden Town Code Enforcement Department
Martha Robinson, Tompkins County Legislator
My wife and I reside at 525 Whitted Road, also known as 1904 Slaterville Road.
We own several contiguous properties:
Tax map 73.-2-2. 525 Whitted Road, primary residence, Assessed $212,000
Tax map 73.-1-1. 1902 Slaterville Road. Rental house, Assessed at $90,000
Tax map 71.-1-37.2. O Slaterville Rd 25 acres vacant land. Assessed $26,100
I wish to express our concern regarding the property at 1892 Slaterville Road,
which adjoins our properties, and the frustration we have experienced dealing
with the Town of Dryden over the past 15 years.
The majority of our contacts have been with former code enforcement officer
Kevin Ezell. I was in frequent contact with Mr. Ezell expressing concern that the
property at 1892 Slaterville Road was quickly turning into a junkyard, a use in
violation of town zoning. We were repeatedly assured by Mr. Ezell that the
situation would be addressed. When I would call for updates I was always told it
was in process but no progress was observed. Actually the property seemed to
become even more cluttered with trash as time went on. At one time Mr. Ezell
told me that there was a provision in the town ordinance that would allow the
town to go onto the property, clean up the trash, and bring the property back
into compliance with zoning. T he cost to do that would be added to the
properties tax bill. Mr. Ezell indicated that there was another property the town
had to cleanup first and that the property at 1892 Slaterville Road would be next
in line. Needless to say that never happened. Every time I asked about it I was
told it was in process.
Since Mr. Ezell left the employ of the Town of Dryden we have been working with
David Sprout. In defense of Mr. Sprout, he inherited a nightmare that has grown
out of control. He has indicated that there was no sign that any action had been
taken to start any action for the town to go in and clean up the property. He has
indicated that he would look into this for us.
A year or more ago the property owners moved a sizable RV type of trailer to the
property and set it up alongside the stream that runs along the northern border

of the property and moved into it. I am not sure what they do for electric, water
and sewer but there appear to be pipes running from the trailer to the stream
which I believe runs into six mile creek. I did inform Mr. Sprout of this and he
said the trailer was not an allowed use and he would address it. It is still there
and still occupied. There also is an older motor home there that has not moved
since it was brought onto the property at the same time the trailer was brought
in. I doubt if it is a registered vehicle.
To make matters even worse, A while back, the house that is on the property
burnt and was completely destroyed. The huge pile of rubble has been there
since it burnt. Mr. Sprout informed me that to clean up the remains of the house
would be very expensive because of the likelihood that there was a lot of
asbest os in the house. Every time it rains now I think of the possibility of the
asbestos entering the ground and the aquifers that supplies our wells.
I am 78 and my wife is 70 and we will be wanting to sell our properties in the
near future and move on with our lives. Our concern is with the adjoining
property at 1892 Slaterville Road. Not only is our property devalued but it also
makes our property somewhat unsalable. Having retired after 25 years as a
Realtor in Ithaca I know first hand how difficult it is to market and sell a property
where the adjoining property is as bad as 1892 Slaterville Road is. We have
made extensive efforts to make sure our properties are well maintained and feel
we are being unjustly penalized by the failure of the Town of Dryden to enforce
it's zoning codes. I regret now that I was so patient over the years and didn't
enlist the help of all of you sooner.
I ask you to please take a drive down Slaterville Road and see for yourself what
a terrible situation exists at 1892. I invite you to come up our driveway, on the
left directly across from the big green highway sign, and see how our properties
are maintained and why we are so concerned. If you have any questions please
feel free to call, text or email me. My contact information follows.
Thank you for considering and addressing our problem.
Sincerely,
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Edmund Dellert and Karen Backer
525 Whitted Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

